Romeo and Juliet 

Act III, scenes i-iv Questions
Scene 1

1. Look back at Benvolio’s appearance in Act I, scene i, and compare it to his appearance here. What role does he seem to be playing throughout the play?

2. What is Romeo’s response to Tybalt’s goading? Explain his meaning. 

3. Why does Mercutio become involved in the altercation? What irony is present in his fate?

4. What dramatic function does Mercutio’s death serve?

5. This serious scene includes a pun by Mercutio about death. Quote and explain this pun. How is this response to his wound characteristic of Mercutio?

6. Characterize Romeo in this scene. Is he realistic in his hope that his relationship with Juliet will put an end to the enmity between the two families?

7. As Benvolio leads him away, Romeo cries out, “O, I am fortune’s fool.” To what extent is Romeo a pawn of fate? To what extent is he responsible for the events that are so swiftly unfolding?

Scenes 2-4

1. Juliet has mixed emotions concerning Tybalt’s death and Romeo’s part in it, but what bithers her most?

2. When the Friar protests that banishment is a merciful sentence, what is Romeo’s response?

3. Romeo wonders in “what vile part of this anatomy/Doth my name lodge?” (111-112). What thematic concept does the play continue to explore with this question? Explain your response.

4. When the Nurse arrives bearing news of Juliet’s grief, what does Romeo attempt? How is this gesture characteristic of him? 

5. How does scene iii define masculinity?

6. What is occurring, ironically, while the unsuspecting Capulets plan Juliet’s marriage to Paris?

7. What does scene iv reveal about Lord Capulet’s personality?
