Fahrenheit 451

Study Guide

Part I - The Hearth and the Salamander

(Pages 1-68)

1. What does the author indicate about the importance of the number 451 and the fireman’s job?
2. How does this introduction go against conventional wisdom and signal to the reader that a different value system will be introduced?

3. How does the author indicate that Montag has a daring—or rebellious—streak in his character?

4. According to Greek myth, the salamander is able to live in a fire without being hurt, and the phoenix lives for 500 years before dying in a fire and being regenerated from the fire. Why would Montag have these symbols on his clothing?

5. How is the character of Clarisse McClennan differentiated from that of Montag?

6. Montag returns to his house after talking with Clarisse. What hints does the author give about other dimensions to Montag’s character?

7. Describe Mildred as the reader first encounters her.

8. What happens when the jets go overhead?

9. What kind of medical help is given to Mildred? Explain the literary terms that are used in the description of the procedure on pages 13 and 14:

They had this machine. They had two machines, really. One of them slid down into your stomach like a black cobra down an echoing well looking for all the old water and the old time gathered there. It drank up the green matter that fl owed to the top in a slow boil. Did it drink of the darkness? Did it suck out all the poisons accumulated with the years? It fed in silence with an occasional sound of inner suffocation and with blind searching. It had an Eye. The impersonal operator of the machine could, by wearing a special optical helmet, gaze into the soul of the person whom he was pumping out. What did the Eye see? He did not say. He saw but did not see what the Eye saw. The entire operation was not unlike the digging of a trench in one’s yard. The woman on the bed was no more than a hard stratum of marble they had reached. Go on, anyway, shove the bore down, slush up the emptiness, if such a thing could be brought out in the throb of the suction snake. (Pgs. 14-15)

10. What is Mildred’s reaction when Montag tells her about the pills, and why does she react this way?

11. What purpose is served by the electronic thimble earpieces and the televisors (talking walls) in the Montag house?

12. What is the Mechanical Hound, and how does it interact with Montag?

13. What is the significance of the Mechanical Hound’s attack toward Montag?

14. What happens when Montag’s team is called to a fire in an old house? What literary term is the quotation spoken by the old woman?

15. What does Captain Beatty say about the quotation when they return to the firehouse, and what does the incident show?

16. How does Montag feel when he gets home from the fire at the old woman’s? What does he sense in the dark outside?

17. What happens between Mildred and Montag the next day? What realization does Montag come to?

18. What does Captain Beatty tell Montag about history and about the need for firemen? In his speech, Beatty says, “The world was roomy. But then the world got full of eyes and elbows and mouths.” (Pg. 54) 
19. Explain Beatty’s message when he is talking about Clarisse’s disappearance.

20. On whom or what does Beatty put the responsibility for the beginnings of book burnings?

21. What does Montag reveal to Mildred?

22. What is Mildred’s reaction when Montag reads from the first book? What does this indicate about Mildred’s character?

23. What is the significance of the sentence Montag reads about people dying rather than breaking the small ends of eggs?

24. What thematic concepts have been introduced in the story so far?

Part II - The Sieve and the Sand

(Pages 69-110)

1. What should the hound’s arrival indicate to Montag? What is his reaction?

2. What is Montag’s reaction when he hears the jets overhead?

3. What memory comes to Montag as a source of help in this strange society?

4. Why does Faber refuse to answer Montag’s questions on the phone?

5. What is the significance of the conversation between Montag and Mildred before Montag leaves the house?

6. What happens on the subway? Why is the advertisement for Denham’s Dentifrice important?

7. What does Faber say about his own history?

8. What does Faber say about Jesus? What does this say about the controllers of the society?

9. Why does Montag think books could make him happy?

10. Faber says that books themselves are not the key to happiness, but three other factors are. What factors does Faber cite as being crucial to happiness?

11. Explain what Faber means by quality of information.

12. What does Faber mean by leisure?

13. What is Faber’s third factor required for happiness?

14. How does Montag coerce Faber into becoming his teacher?

15. How does Faber equip Montag to deal with Captain Beatty?

16. Why does the author weave in reminders that a war is imminent?

17. Describe the confrontation between Montag and the ladies who come to visit Mildred. What does the scene say about the life women lived in this society?

18. What does Montag realize about how he will be changed from knowing Faber?

19. How does Captain Beatty behave toward Montag at the firehouse?

20. Where do the firemen go when they receive the alarm? Why would they go there?

Part III - Burning Bright

(Pages 111-165)

1. What is the allusion in Beatty’s first statement to Montag?

2. Beatty realizes what caused Montag to start thinking. What or who was it?

3. What is Mildred’s role in the opening scene of this section?

4. What happens to the earpiece that allows Montag to hear Faber?

5. What does Montag do after Beatty takes Faber’s earpiece?

6. What happens to the Mechanical Hound?

7. What does Montag recover from his property?

8. What does Montag realize about Beatty?

9. On page 123, Bradbury uses a large number of literary terms. Identify as many as you can.

10. What does Montag learn while he is washing up in the bathroom of the gas station?

11. What does Montag do with the books he has rescued?

12. What plan does Faber suggest to Montag?

13. Describe the manhunt for Montag.

14. What does Montag tell Faber to do?

15. How does Montag know that the Mechanical Hound leaves Faber’s house alone?

16. What technique does the government use to try to find Montag?

17. How does Montag escape?

18. While Montag is floating along on the dark river, he has the leisure to think about what he has seen. What does he realize, and how does this scene recall what Faber said was necessary for happiness?

19. Montag has a vision while he is floating in the river. What is it?

20. What does Montag really find when he leaves the river?

21. What does Montag encounter when he approaches the campfire in the forest? Why is he expected? Who is in charge?

22. What do the men do to protect themselves from being found with Montag?

23. Montag and the men watch an alarming scene unfold on the TV. What do they see?

24. What does Montag tell the men he might have with him?

25. What has Mr. Simmons developed while living in the woods for 20 years? Why is this important? Why could it be dangerous?

26. What else does he learn of others beyond the little band in the woods?

27. What happens when the men see the war come to the city?

28. What do the men do when the sun comes up after the city is destroyed? Why is this important in completing the story?

29. What does Granger say about the cooking fire?

30. Why is the phoenix an apt symbol and theme in this story?

31. When the men begin walking back toward the city, Montag finds that he is at the head of the pack. What does Granger do, and what is the meaning of this scene?

32. Montag recites several lines to himself as they walk along. What is he quoting, and what is the importance of the message?
