Fact in Fiction: King John and the Magna Carta

Key Words:

King John: the English King from 1199-1216. He was popularized in the stories of Robin Hood. 

Barron: landowning noble in England. 

Magna Carta: Latin for “great charter.” It was a contract that limited the power of King John. It is the foundation of the English Constitution. 

Part 1: King John’s Problems 
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Part 2: Collaboration: Write your own Charter

Pretend you are a baron in 1215. What three demands would you and your neighbors make to limit King John’s power?
1.

2.

3.

Part 3: Review Questions 

1) How did the video clips portray King John? Do you think they are accurate? Why? 
2) How did the Magna Carta challenge the feudal system?
3) At the time, Magna Carta was not designed to help everybody.  Who did it help? Who did it exclude? 
4) Prediction: Why do you think that the Magna Carta was important to modern society? 


Examples of Conditions in the Magna Carta
I, King John, accept that I have to govern according to the law. So I agree:

•Not to imprison nobles without trial (habeas corpus)

•That trials must be in courts; not held in secret by me (right to a fair trail)

•To have fair taxation for the nobles

•To let freemen travel wherever they like

•Not to interfere in Church matters

•Not to seize property without paying for it

…. In total there were 63 demands made!!
Primary Document: The Magna Carta  “To none will we sell . . . deny . . . delay right or justice.”

Read the excerpts from the Magna Carta and complete the following:

1) Underline unfamiliar words.

2) Write two questions you would like to have answered.

3) Highlight three limitations to the king’s power.

June 15, 1215

Know ye, that we, in the presence of God, . . . have confirmed [given assurance], for us and our heirs forever:

1. That the English Church shall be free, and shall have her whole rights and her liberties inviolable [safe from sudden change]; . . .

12. No scutage [tax for military purposes] nor aid° shall be imposed in our kingdom, unless by the common council of our kingdom… 

14. And also to have the common council of the kingdom, we will cause to be summoned the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, and great barons, individually by our letters . . .

29.  No Freeman shall be taken, or imprisoned, or be disseised° of his Freehold, or Liberties, or free Customs, or be outlawed, or exiled, or any otherwise destroyed; nor will we pass upon him,  nor condemn him, but by lawful Judgment of his Peers, or by the Law of the Land. We will sell to no man, we will not deny or defer to any man either Justice or Right.

30. All Merchants (if they were not openly prohibited before) shall have their safe and sure Conduct to depart out of England, to come into England, to tarry in, and go through England, as well by Land as by Water, to buy and sell

due process of law:  in this case, freedom from arbitrary arrest and unreasonable

searches and seizures.

aid:  a tax or payment paid by a vassal to a feudal lord.

desseised:   in this case, have property taken away
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