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You have worked hard this semester, learning new vocabulary words, rhetorical modes and devices, literary elements and writing skills.  Since we are going on a long break, and research shows that “if you don’t use it, you lose it”, it is wise to keep your brain active over the holiday vacation.  It is for this reason I present to you your 2012 Christmas Break Activities packet!  

There are 4 parts to this assignment:

· The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch
· Your Personal “last lecture”
· SAT Vocabulary Picture Book
· Research Paper Brainstorming/Information gathering
When will all of this be due?  Please complete each of the assignments by their due date and bring it to class on the designated day.

· Online discussion schedule of “The Last Lecture” will be posted by the end of the semester.

· Wednesday, January 9: SAT Picture Book Due
· Thursday, January 10:  Your personal “last lecture” presentation and paper due 

· Monday, January 14: Research Paper assignment due

You will be expected to bring in your copy of Pausch’s book on Monday, December 17.  I recommend using new library card, the books in the Mission library and local bookstores as resources.  Amazon.com and other web sources may not be the best places to purchase your books, as shipping time may affect the amount of time you have to read.  Please note that “It is in the mail” or “I never received it” will not be accepted reasons for returning to school with your book review incomplete.

Online Discussion Schedule: Please keep in mind that the due dates for each reading are when you are to have the reading and response completed.  All of the response questions are already posted and reading for answering.  It’s a good idea to get started early so you don’t risk losing points!

Reading Schedule
	Due Date
	Assignment

	Sunday, 12/13
	Chapters 1-8 and response questions on turnitin.com

	Thursday, 12/27
	Chapters  9-17 and response questions on turnitin.com

	Sunday, 12/30
	Chapters  18-26 and response questions on turnitin.com

	Wednesday, 1/2 
	Chapters  27-35 and response questions on turnitin.com

	Friday, 1/4
	Chapters  36-42 and response questions on turnitin.com

	Sunday, 1/6
	Chapters  43-51 and response questions on turnitin.com

	Tuesday, 1/8
	Chapters  52-61 and response questions on turnitin.com

	Wednesday, 1/9
	5 personal responses to any of the discussions on turnitin.com.  In this part of the assignment you will read the answers your classmates have provided and offer a 3-5 sentence response.  Conventions like spelling and grammar count, as does the depth of thought involved in your response.  It is recommended that you complete these as you are reading the book because it will help you process what you are reading more effectively.


· Your Personal “Last Lecture”

Taking from Pausch’s tragic and inspirational story, imagine you are writing a speech or lecture to students who will never meet you.  What will you tell them?  Use the rhetorical modes and devices you’ve studied to write an essay persuading them to….well, whatever you think they should do.
How you will be graded:
Conventions:  Your review is typed and free of grammatical, spelling, punctuation and other careless mistakes.  You write in 1st person, present tense.
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Background information:  Who are you?  Why should we listen to you?  Offer your pathos and ethos here.
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3
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Theme:  The audience knows what your purpose is.  Your speech has a theme that is clear and consistent and runs throughout the speech.
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Use of Rhetorical Tools & Vocabulary:  You use at least 5 different rhetorical devices in your speech and it is clear that you have chosen them with intention to serve your purpose.  Each rhetorical device adds to the presentation of your theme and the language you use has a specific desired effect on the reader.  You correctly use at least 10 of the SAT vocabulary words you studied over the semester. You appeal to the reader’s pathos through the use of your rhetorical tools (these include both rhetorical devices, modes and genres)
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Specific Details:  You use specific details and examples from your life to support your claim.  Your CD:CM ratio is 2:1.
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Organization: Your speech is well organized and flows smoothly from one idea to another.  You make use of transitions to accomplish this.
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Delivery:  You have practiced your speech and are prepared for your oral presentation.  You use proper intonation and volume to convey the meaning of your speech, persuade your audience and deliver a moving speech.  You make good eye contact, do not rely on your printed speech or note cards and offer expression, both in your face and in your body language.  You stand up straight and all movement is intentional and with the purpose of making your speech more effective.  Your “lecture” is between 5-7 minutes long.  You may pare the written speech you submit to meet this time requirement.
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· Research Paper Brainstorming and Information Gathering

· Topics you might be interested in and why:



1.


2.


3.

· CREDIBLE texts you have found on Ebscohost or other databases that provide general information about these subjects.  Find 2 texts per topic (that’s 6 texts total).  

· Write a 1-paragraph summary of the text (5 points each)

· Write a 1-chunk 2:1 paragraph discussing why you would or would not choose to use this text in your essay (5 points each)
· When you’re finished with the above, write a 1-chunk, 2:1 reflection discussing if/how this process has helped you come closer to deciding on the topic of your research paper for next year. (5 points each)

· You MUST provide a works cited list complete in proper MLA format. (15 points total)

_______/30

Please type these assignments and submit them to turnitin.com.  Also bring a hard copy to class with you.
· SAT Vocabulary Picture Book

(turn this in with your story)

You have learned 50 new vocabulary words this semester.  This is a HUGE accomplishment.  Until now, I have determined how you show your knowledge of these words in the forms of crosswords, quizzes and Colloquial Challenges.  Now it’s your turn to get creative.  For this assignment, you will write an illustrated children’s story using 15 of your 50 SAT words.   Ideally, you will choose at least 2 words from each list.  The topic of your story is up to you.  However, your story MUST follow the traditional structure of a story (see below), be school-appropriate and correctly use 15 of your SAT words.

How you will be graded:  Pay attention to this part – it is the KEY to earning as many points as you can on this assignment.  Please include this rubric with your story when you turn it in.

Conventions:  Your story is written in complete sentences, is free of grammatical, spelling, punctuation and other careless mistakes.  It also follows the traditional story structure, with an introduction, rising actions, climax, falling action and resolution.
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Vocabulary:  At least 15 vocabulary words are present and are used correctly within the context of the story.  You have made necessary changes to the form of the word if it does not fit the context of the story.
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Illustrations:  You include at least 7 hand-drawn illustrations in your story.  Even if your strengths are in an area other than art, you put time and effort into creating quality, colorful illustrations that show what is happening in your story.  1
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Presentation:  Your story is neatly bound together and reads like a children’s storybook.  Any text is typed and placed with the picture that illustrates it.  You include an illustrated cover with a title and a “byline” (By:  Your Name).  You are familiar with your story and read it smoothly with necessary voice inflections.   You have clearly practiced reading your story aloud and are prepared to share it with your classmates on Wednesday, January 9.
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· SAT Picture Book Planning Worksheet

· Plot (what the story will be about):

· Setting (when and where the story takes place):

· Characters (people, animals, objects that have a role in the story):

· Conflict (the problem in the story):

· Main events:

· Climax:

· Resolution:
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Introduction of characters and setting.





Resolution:  All conflict should be resolved by this time.  This may be the “happy ending” of your story.





Falling action:  Events that happen after the climax that lead to the resolution.





Rising Action: Events that set up the conflict and other parts of the story.








Climax: the most exciting event of the story.








