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The Canterbury Tales

Directions:  Answer each question according to class lectures and your own reading.  No textbook or notes.

1. Why are the characters going on the pilgrimage?  








2. What is the season for this pilgrimage?  










3. Explain these lines:  “I’d spoken to them all upon the trip/And was soon one with them in fellowship,/Pledged to rise early and to take the way/To Canterbury, as you heard me say.”:  




















4. Who is speaking in #3?  












5. Who is the first character described by the narrator in the Prologue?  






6. Who is the second?  












7. What is a Yeoman?  












8. What kind of lifestyle does the Monk have?  









9. What is a Sergeant at the Law?  










10. What does the Wife of Bath look like?  










11. Who is the last character described in the Prologue?  








12. Explain these lines:  “But first I beg of you, in courtesy,/Not to condemn me as unmannerly/If I speak plainly and with no concealings/And give account of all their words and dealings,/Using their very phrases as they fell./For certainly, as you all know so well,/He who repeats a tale after a man/Is bound to say, as nearly as he can,/Each single word, if he remembers it,/However rudely spoken or unfit,/Or else the tale he tells will be untrue,/The things pretended and the phrases new.”:  






































13. The Wife of Bath has married how many men?  








14. Of these husbands, how many were young men?  








15. The Wife of Bath tore a page out of her husband’s book and he hit her.  What was the subject matter on this page?  














16. What is the theme of the Wife of Bath’s Tale?  








17. What did the knight do in the Wife of Bath’s Tale that got him into trouble?  




18. What is the question that the knight must have answered in one year?  





19. What is the answer to this question?  










20. What is Chaucer saying about unattractive women in regards to independence?  



 

