IV Crisis and Revolt
A The Meeting of the Estates General
1. Louis XVI called the Estates General in May 1789 which had not met since 1614.

2. Delegate from all 3 estates met at Versailles

3. Disagreement occurs over voting as one body of as separate estates since half of the 1,200 delegates were from the Third Estates

A. Traditionally, each estate voted as a unit

B. The Third Estate supported each delegate having one vote

4. After 5 weeks of deadlock, the Third Estate declared themselves the National Assembly and invited the other Estates to join them.

5. Louis XVI, upon counsel, ordered the Estates General to continue to meet separately and locked the “National Assembly” from their meeting place.

6. Delegates of the Third Estate and some members of the other two move to the palace’s indoor tennis court; they make an oath to stay until a constitution is firmly established

7. Due to solid opposition Louis XVI orders all nobility and clergy to join the Third Estate in the National Assembly.

B. The Storming of the Bastille

1. In order not to appear weak, the king sends 18,000 troops to Versailles

2. On July 14, 1789 the people in Paris panic; they marched on the Bastille in search of munitions.

a. The prison commander orders the guard to open fire on the mob. 

b. Nearly a hundred Parisians died in taking the prison. The heads of the commander of the Bastille and the mayor of Paris paraded through the city.

3. The king calls back his troops

4. Rebellion moves rapidly from Paris to the countryside

5. Rumors of the army to put down the peasant revolt leads to the Great Fear.

6. Nobles begin to flee

7. Nobles in the National Assembly reluctantly give up privilege

C. Major Reforms

1. On August 4, 1789 the National Assembly announced the end of feudalism, tax collection by the Church, and any demands nobility placed on peasants

2. On August 27, 1789 the National Assembly issued the Declaration of Rights of Man and the Citizen; the king refused to sign the document and this resulted in increased revolutionary activity.

3. Women’s march on Versailles

a. Unemployment and soaring food prices incited thousands of Parisian women to storm Versailles

b. The Royal Family was forced at knife point to return to Paris

4. Louis XVI, deserted by many the nobility and virtual prisoner, was forced to cooperate with the National Assembly

5. The National Assembly, dominated by the bourgeoisie, made sweeping changes

a. The country was divided into departments governed by elected officials

b. The metric system became standard

c. Land was seized from the Church and nobility to be sold to peasants

d. Bishops and priests were to be popularly elected and paid by the government

e. The constitution of 1791 was adopted. The king had limited powers. The Legislative Assembly was elected by taxpayers (70% of all males). Women were forgotten. This ends the first stage of the French Revolution

V. The Radical Stage of the Revolution
A. The Flight of the Royal Family

1. Louis XVI publicly supported the government under the new constitution buy secretly requested help from Austria. 

2. On June 20, 1791 the Royal Family was captured while attempting to escape to the Austrian Netherlands. The king and queen were suspected of plotting to overturn the reforms.

B. Fear of Coaster Revolution
1. In September of Louis XVI is politically forced to support the new Constitution

2. On October 1, 1791 with Legislative Assembly met. The Girondins who favored war with Austria, were gaining influence.

3. On April 20, 1792 war on Austria was declared.

4. Prussia backed Austria and invaded France vowing to destroy Paris if the monarchs were harmed

5. Paris was in a state of anarchy. On August 20, 1792 a mob attacked the royal residence, butchered the King’s Guard and imprisoned the Royal Family.

6. Radicals (The Commune) seized power. The Commune ordered elections for a new assembly. All adult males could vote for representatives in the National Convention

7. The Monarchs was abolished when the National Convention met in September of 1792. France became a Republic. 

8. The Girondists were now the most conservative party

9. January of 1793, Louis XVI was executed. Later that year the queen was executed

C. Disputes among revolutionaries
1. In the spring of 1793, the French Republic was at war with nearly all of Europe. Foreign troops were pressing deeper into the country while the economy was getting worse.

2. The National Convention split between Girondists and Jacobins

a. Girondists favored a federal republic

b. Jacobins favored a central government authority

3. The Committee of Public Safety, with all executive authority, was formed to save the revolution

4. The Levee en Masse in August of 1793

a. All men must fight

b. All men not able to fight must work in armament factories

c. All women must make uniforms, tents, or serve in hospitals

5. The Committee of Public Safety regulated trade prices and wages

6. Jacobins struck out opposition ruthlessly

a. from November of 1793 to July of 1794, 13,000 executed

b. 86% of those who die are from Third Estate

i. 25% Bourgeoisie are executed

ii. 61% workers and peasants are executed

c. The majority of the nobles stayed silently in France

D. After the Reign of Terror
1. Jacobins punished

2. Wealthy moderates gain power over Paris

3. Freedom of the press was restored

4. Freedom of religion was restored

5. Price fixing was abandoned

6. Redistributing wealth was abandoned

7. France returned to laissez-faire economy

