Name ____________________________
Name ____________________________

Washington Irving’s “The Devil and Tom Walker” (240-252)

*Washington Irving is considered the first American Romantic writer*

Define the following literary terms:
Characterization – 
Direct characterization – 
Indirect characterization –
STANDARDS PRACTICE: Reading 3.3

Which of these sentences from the story BEST illustrates Tom Walker’s primary character trait?
A. “Anyone but he would have felt unwilling to linger in this lonely, melancholy place…”
B. “…he was not a man to stick at trifles when money was in view.”
C. “Tom consoled himself for the loss of his wife…”
D. “…the devil himself could not tempt him to turn slave trader.”
Why did Tom Walker tell his wife about his meeting with Old Scratch?
A. He wanted to share his good fortune with her.
B. He hoped she would talk him out of the deal.
C. He was afraid she had already made her own pact with the devil.
D. He had reservations about the conditions of the bargain.
Using complete sentences, answer the following questions:
1. What was your reaction to Tom Walker at the beginning of the story? Did you opinion of him change by the end? Explain.
2. How does Tom react to the devil and his offer? What does this tell you about Tom?
3. How do you interpret what happens to Tom Walker and his possessions?
4. Satire is a form of writing that uses humor as a way of criticizing someone or something. (a) In what ways is this story a satire? In other, words, what is being criticized through humor. (b) Do you agree with Irving’s implied criticisms?
5. Irving wrote “The Devil and Tom Walker” when Puritanism was fading and the urge to acquire wealth was growing. How does Irving portray the dark side of both religion and wealth in his story?

