English 10 Mrs. Shool




Due the day of your final (June 7-9)
The Dialectical Journal

What is it?

The Dialectical Journal is an effective way for you as the reader to record your thoughts about what you are reading, to practice analytical thinking and writing skills, and to develop a sense of voice and commitment when writing about literature.

First choose a passage from the piece of literature where you

· Recognize author’s style, such as use of figurative language

· Recognize a pattern or motif – overlapping images, ideas, details that reflect a theme

· Infer or question what something means

· Notice and discuss something that puzzles or confuses you

· Agree or disagree with an observation by the narrator or a character’s action

· Notice and discuss certain details that seem significant

· Find circumstances or issues that are especially relevant in the piece 

· Find circumstances or issues with which you can connect in your life’s experience

Next, copy the passage word-for-word and place quotations marks at the beginning and the end. Document the page number(s) as required by MLA format.

Finally, write a response to the passage.  DO NOT SUMMARIZE THE PASSAGE.  Question, evaluate, reflect on, react to, analyze, discuss, or interpret the passage. You need two entries per chapter.
How to arrange it?

Divide your paper down the middle and place the passage on the left and the response on the right.  

Sample Dialectical Journal Entry [from To Kill a Mockingbird]



Passage




Response

“The Radley Place fascinated Dill . . .
It sounds like Dill is the curious type and no 

Inside the house lived a malevolent 

wonder if this Boo person is a malevolent

phantom . . . Any stealthy small 

[dictionary says “sinister”] creature! Maybe

crimes committed in Maycomb 

it’s just childhood fears or exaggerations 

were his work” (12-13).


like I remember having when I was a small

child.  Is this phantom real or just imagined? Or perhaps this is a good example of stereotyping based on fear of the unknown. It seems like Dill is blaming the “malevolent 

phantom” for all the crimes that have happened in his town. That is a kind of scapegoating that is typical when people face the unknown. 

Note:  you may leave out parts of

A quoted passage and use three periods 

[called an ellipsis] to replace those words.

