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Section Objective- 
To understand voter turnout and nonvoting in American elections.

The Size of the Problem 

1. Only about half of eligible voters turn out in presidential elections.

2. Little-Recognized Aspects of the Problem

· More people vote in federal than in State and local elections.

· In general, the farther down the ballot office is, the fewer the number of votes that will be cast for it. This phenomenon is called “ballot fatigue”.

Why People Do Not Vote

1.”Cannot-Voters”

· Cannot-Voters include aliens, the mentally or physically handicapped, and people in prison.

· Some are still prevented from voting because of discriminatory electoral practices.

2. Actual Nonvoters

· Many people do not vote because they are satisfied with the political system as it is and believe that the outcome of elections will not affect them.
· Many others do not vote because they distrust the political process and do not think that they have any effective political power.

3. Factors Affecting Turnout

· Nonvoters are most likely to be under 35, unmarried and unskilled, and living in the South or in rural area.

· The greater the degree of candidate competition, the higher the voter turnout is likely to be.

The Study of Voting Behavior 
1. Observers learn about voter behavior through three main sources.

2. They try to understand political socialization—all of the complex influences that go into how people see the political world and their role within it.

3. Physiological factors include how a particular voter sees parties, candidates, and issues in an election.

The Sociological Factors

1. Income, Occupation—Business and professional people and those from higher income groups tend to support the Republican party while manual workers and those from lower income groups tend to support the Democratic party.

2. Sexes, Age—in recent years, men and younger voters have been more likely to vote Republican. 

3. Religious, Ethnic Background—Jews, Catholics, and nonwhites tend to support the Democratic party.

4. Family, Other Group Affiliations—People in the same family or circle of friends tend to vote alike.
The Psychological Factors

1. Candidates and Issues—Although many voters usually vote for one party or the other, they may switch allegiances in a given election based on the particular candidates or issues involved.
