Hamlet, by William Shakespeare

Questions for Analysis and Discussion, Act III

1. While Polonius is setting the scene for Hamlet to encounter Ophelia, he gives her advice pertaining to her behavior.  Reread III,i, 49-55.  Note Claudius' reaction to Polonius' words and explain Claudius' meaning in 56-62.  (Discussion)

2. Reread Hamlet's well-known "To be or not to be" soliloquy (III, i,64-98), and complete a line-by-line analysis; be sure to discuss imagery and meaning.  (Written: all)

3. Look again at the scene where Polonius, Gertrude and Claudius observe Hamlet's interchange with Ophelia (III,i, 99-175).  Using specific lines from there conversation, note how Hamlet treats Ophelia.  Discuss your thoughts regarding Hamlet's reasons for acting this way.  (Discussion)

4. After eavesdropping on Hamlet and Ophelia, what does Claudius decide he is going to "do" with Hamlet?  What is Claudius' reasoning?  (Discussion)
5. After Claudius orders Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to take Hamlet to England, he reflects on the weight of his previous actions.  Reread III,iii,39-76, and discuss how Claudius' diction choices and syntax contribute to the development of the meaning of Claudius' thoughts.  (Written)
6. With Claudius' reaction to "The Mouse-Trap" play, Hamlet feels he now knows the truth of the ghost's words.  Yet, in III, i, 91, Hamlet confesses, "Thus conscience doth make cowards of us all."  Explain how Hamlet's "conscience" and "cowardice" contribute to his inaction in Acts I-III.  (Written)

7. Compare Hamlet's reactions to Claudius  praying (III,iii, 40-76) to Hamlet's soliloquy in Act I (I,iii, 139-164), and discuss Hamlet's attitude regarding God, heaven and the actions of man. (Written)

8. After Hamlet meets with his mother, Gertrude, in her chamber (III,iv), he says to her "I must be cruel only to be kind/Thus bad begins and worse remains behind" (III,iv,199).  Consider the meaning of this line in relation to the events of the scene.  (Discussion)

9. At the end of III, iv, what does Hamlet tell Gertrude regarding Rosencrantz and Guildenstern's charge to take Hamlet to England?  (Discussion)
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