Imperialism PSP1

Part I: Analyzing Perspectives
Capt. F. D. Lugard: 
The Rise of Our East African Empire, 1893

“One word as regards missionaries themselves. The essential point in dealing with Africans is to establish a respect for the European. Upon this---the prestige of the white man---depends his influence, often his very existence, in Africa. If he shows by his surroundings, by his assumption of superiority, that he is far above the native, he will be respected, and his influence will be proportionate to the superiority he assumes and bears out by his higher accomplishments and mode of life. In my opinion---at any rate with reference to Africa---it is the greatest possible mistake to suppose that a European can acquire a greater influence by adopting the mode of life of the natives. In effect, it is to lower himself to their plane, instead of elevating them to his. The sacrifice involved is wholly unappreciated, and the motive would be held by the savage to be poverty and lack of social status in his own country. The whole influence of the European in Africa is gained by this assertion of a superiority which commands the respect and excites the emulation of the savage. To forego this vantage ground is to lose influence for good. I may add, that the loss of prestige consequent on what I should term the humiliation of the European affects not merely the missionary himself, but is subversive of all efforts for secular administration, and may even invite insult, which may lead to disaster and bloodshed. To maintain it a missionary must, above all things, be a gentleman; for no one is more quick to recognize a real gentleman than the African savage. He must at all times assert himself, and repel an insolent familiarity, which is a thing entirely apart from friendship born of respect and affection. His dwelling house should be as superior to those of the natives as he is himself superior to them. And this, while adding to his prestige and influence, will simultaneously promote his own health and energy, and so save money spent on invalidings to England, and replacements due to sickness or death.....

I am convinced that the indiscriminate application of such precepts as those contained in the words to turn the other cheek also to the smiter, and to be the servant of all men, is to wholly misunderstand and misapply the teaching of Christ. The African holds the position of a late-born child in the family of nations, and must as yet be schooled in the discipline of the nursery. He is neither the intelligent ideal crying out for instruction, and capable of appreciating the subtle beauties of Christian forbearance and self-sacrifice, which some well-meaning missionary literature would lead us to suppose, nor yet, on the other hand, is he universally a rampant cannibal, predestined by Providence to the yoke of the slave, and fitted for nothing better, as I have elsewhere seen him depicted. I hold rather with Longfellow's beautiful lines--- 

AIn (sic) all ages
Every human heart is human; 
There are longings, yearnings, strivings
For the good they comprehend not. 
That the feeble hands and helpless, 
Groping blindly in the darkness,
Touch God's right hand in that darkness."

That is to say, that there is in him, like the rest of us, both good and bad, and that the innate good is capable of being developed by culture.

Source: From: F. D. Lugard, The Rise of Our East African Empire, (Edinburgh, 1893), I.585-587, II.69-75.   Scanned by Jerome S. Arkenberg, Cal. State Fullerton. The text has been modernized by Prof. Arkenberg.

British Perspectives

Directions: Respond to the statements as someone supporting British imperialism in the late 1800s.

	
	Response to questions from a British Perspective

	What is the impact for Africans as they learn the British language, cultural values and beliefs?
	 

	What is the impact of allowing British companies to own and control Africa's natural resources? How does this affect economies in Africa?
	 

	Why would Africans want jobs working for British employers?  What kind of jobs would they be given by businesses and the British government?
	 

	What is the impact of the British political system on the indigenous systems? What is the effect of the British government in maintaining law and order?
	 

	What is the effect of contact with Christian missionaries on African culture?
	 


Directions:  Respond to the questions from the perspective of an African colony under British imperialism.

	
	Response to questions from a British Perspective

	What is the impact for Africans as they learn the British language, cultural values and beliefs?
	 

	What is the impact of allowing British companies to own and control Africa's natural resources? How does this affect economies in Africa?
	 

	Why would Africans want jobs working for British employers?  What kind of jobs would they be given by businesses and the British government?
	 

	What is the impact of the British political system on the indigenous systems? What is the effect of the British government in maintaining law and order?
	 

	What is the effect of contact with Christian missionaries on African culture?
	 


Part II: Analyzing Bias
Directions:  Read the following excerpt and answer the questions below it.

 “Gentlemen, we must speak more loudly and more honestly! We must say openly that indeed the higher races have a right over the lower races. . . .

I repeat, that the superior races have a right because they have a duty. They have the duty to civilize the inferior races. . . . In the history of earlier centuries these duties, gentlemen, have often been misunderstood; and certainly when the Spanish soldiers and explorers introduced slavery into Central America, they did not fulfill their duty as men of a higher race. . . . But, in our time, I maintain that European nations acquit themselves with generosity, with grandeur, and with sincerity of this superior civilizing duty.”

Source: From Jules François Camille Ferry, "Speech Before the French Chamber of Deputies, March 28, 1884

Answer the following questions:

1. 
Cite a biased statement from the reading and explain why you think the statement is biased.

2. 
Explain how the author uses consistent arguments in this excerpt. 

3. The author states “European nations acquit (behave) themselves with generosity, with grandeur, and with sincerity of this superior civilizing duty.” Explain the unstated assumption behind this statement.

Directions: Analyze the following primary sources and complete the following in reference to the prompt provided below. Write your statements in the margin.
1)Write a summary statement of each cartoon

2)Write an analysis statement for each cartoon.

Prompt: Describe the differing political and social views of European imperialism.
Source A
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Source B
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Source C
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Part III: Summarizing and Analyzing Statements

Directions: Read the following primary sources and complete the following in reference to the prompt provided below.

1)Annotate the following primary sources relating to imperialism 

2)Write a summary statement and analysis statement for each source.

Prompt: Describe the differing political and social views of European imperialism.

Source A: “White Man’s Burden” by Rudyard Kipling

Take up the White Man's burden--
Send forth the best ye breed--
Go bind your sons to exile
To serve your captives' need;
To wait in heavy harness,
On fluttered folk and wild--
Your new-caught, sullen peoples,
Half-devil and half-child.

Take up the White Man's burden--
Ye dare not stoop to less--
Nor call too loud on Freedom
To cloke your weariness;
By all ye cry or whisper,
By all ye leave or do,
The silent, sullen peoples
Shall weigh your gods and you.
1)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source B: “The Black Man’s Burden” by Edward Morel
“Nor is violent physical opposition to abuse and injustice henceforth possible for the African in ay part of Africa. His chances of effective resistance have been steadily dwindling with the increasing perfectibility in the killing power of modern armament.

Thus the African is really helpless against the material gods of the white man, as embodied in the trinity of imperialism, capitalistic exploitation, and militarism.” 

1)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source C: Lord Kitchener

“It is this consciousness of the inherent superiority of the European which has won for us Indian. However well educated and clever a native may be, and however brave he may prove himself, I believe that no rank we can bestow on him would cause him to be considered an equal of the British officer.”
1)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source D: Lin Zexu, China’s Response to the West
“By what right do they [British merchants]…use the poisonous drug to injure the Chinese people?...I have heard that the smoking of opium is very strictly forbidden by your country; that is because the harm caused by opium is clearly understood. Since it is not permitted to do harm to your own country, then even less should you let it be passed on to the harm of other countries.”

1)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source E: The Boxers Declare Death to “Foreign Devils”

The gods assist the Boxers 

The Patriotic Harmonious corps

It is because the “foreign Devils” disturb the “Middle Kingdom” [China]

Urging the people to join their religion, 

To turn their backs on Heaven,

Venerate not the Gods and forget their ancestors.

Push aside the railway tracks, 

Pull out the telegraph poles,

Immediately after this destroy the steamers [steamboats].

The great France 

Will grow cold and downhearted

The English and Russians will certainly disperse

Let the various “Foreign Devils” all be killed

May the whole Elegant Empire of the Great Ching Dynasty be ever prosperous

1)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Source F: Bal Gangadhar Tilak, His Writings and Speeches
One fact is that this alien government has ruined the country. In the beginning, all of us were taken by surprise. We were almost dazed. We though that everything that the rulers did was for our god and that this English government has descended from the clouds to save us from the invasions of Tamerlane and Genghis Khan, and as they say, not only from foreign invasions but from internecine {civil} warfare. We felt happy for a time, but it soon came to light that the peace which was established in this country did this….—that we were prevented from going at each other’s throats, so that a foreigner might go at the throat of all of us. Pax Britannica {British peace or rule} has been established in this country in order that a foreign government may exploit the country. 

Your industries are ruined utterly, ruined by foreign rule; your wealth is going out of the country and you are reduced to the lowest level which no human being can occupy. In this state of things, is there any other remedy by which you can help yourself? The remedy is not petitioning but boycott. We say prepare your forces, organize your power, and then go to work so that they cannot refuse you what you demand….Every Englishman knows that there are a mere handful in this country and it is the business of every one of them to befool you in believing that you are weak and they are strong. This is politics. We have been deceived by such policy so long. What the new party wants you to do is to realize the fact that your future rests entirely in your own hands….We shall not give them assistance to collect revenue and keep peace. We shall not assist them in fighting beyond the frontiers or outside India with Indian blood and money. 
1)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2)____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

