Assignment Guide:  Chapter 1

Introduction to Human Geography

Major Themes

1. The nature of geography and the role of human geography
2. Seven fundamental geographic observations and the basic concepts that underlie them.
3. Why geographers use maps and how maps show spatial information.
4. Other means of visualizing and analyzing spatial data:  mental maps, systems, and models.
Tuesday, 9/3
1. Distribute textbooks and 3”X5” cards

2. Distribute and Review syllabus

3. Distribute Letter to Parents and Acknowledgment form.

4. Discuss Essay Abbreviations.

Wednesday, 9/4  DQs for pp. 1-5.
1. Collect Parent Forms

2. Review Academic Essay Writing

3. State five analytical questions related to Human Geography that interest you.
4. Discuss the eight reasons why Brazilians burn a significant portion of the tropical rain forest each year.

5. Analyze the various environmental consequences of rainforest depletion.

6. Discuss Strabo’s (ca. 64 B.C. to 20 A.D.) thesis on the relationship between human nature and the physical environment.

7. Using a specific example, explain the meaning of regional analysis in human geography studies.

8. Explain the significance of Roger’s Book, discussed in the box at the bottom of page 4.

9. Use Figure 1.3 to analyze the relationship between human geography and other social sciences.
Thursday 9/5  DQs for pp. 5-10
10. Using at least three examples, contrast the concepts of absolute and relative space.
11. Explain your sense of place in relation to the following locations:  Placentia, Yorba Linda, San Francisco, Las Vegas, Atlanta, Kansas.
12. Explain your sense of place in relation to three locations of your choice.

13. Assess the validity of the textbook’s claim that the perspective of different social classes (rich or poor) and various cultures “help us understand the resistance to the globalization of Western social and economic values by those of vastly different cultural backgrounds and place identification.”  (p. 6)

14. Using a specific example from your own experience, explain placelessness.

15. Identify at least ten ways in which Orange County has changed during the last century.

16. Rank the five most appealing careers listed in the article “Careers in Geography” on page 7.

17. Examine Figure 1.4 and provide the coordinates for Hanoi.

18. Explain the site features of Placentia-Yorba Linda.

19. Explain the situation of Placentia-Yorba Linda.

Friday, 9/6 DQs for pp. 10-16  
20. Discuss the issues of scale represented in Figure 1.9.  What conclusions can be drawn from the data presented?

21. Explain the various attributes of natural landscape.

22. Discuss the relationship between natural landscape and cultural landscape.
23. Account for the difference in cultural landscape that is illustrated in Figure 1.11.

24. Discuss Tobler’s First Law of Geography and provide examples of its consequences.

25. Analyze the five factors that affect spatial diffusion.

26. Define and discuss globalization.

27. Compare and contrast the concepts of density and dispersion.
28. Provide a specific example of linear, centralized, and random distribution patterns.

29. Define and provide three examples of a formal region.

30. Define and provide three examples (not the book’s!) of functional regions.

31. Define and provide three examples of local perceptual regions.

32. Discuss five attributes commonly associated with the perceptual region of the South.

Monday, 9/9  DQs for pp. 16-22
33. Examine the four map scales of Boston presented in Figure 1.18.  Provide at least one situation in which you might use each of the scales.

34. Compare and Contrast reference and thematic maps

35. Using the isolines in Figure 1.20, estimate the elevation of the Santa Barbara Court House.

36. Assess the four maps on page 21 in relation to their ability to show population concentrations in California.

37. Using Zelinsky’s perceptual region designations and the data in the cartogram on page 22 (Figure 1.22), which three regions grew the most from 1990-2000.

38. According to figure 1.22, what are the six most populous states?

39. According to figure 1.22, which three states increased their populations by the highest percentage?

40. Using the data in figure 1.22, identify the states whose populations are smaller or roughly equivalent to that of Washington, D.C.

Tuesday, 9/10  Power of Place Video:  “One Earth, Many Scales”

Wednesday, 9/11  DQs for pp. 22-27
41. Discuss the three components that are essential in establishing a GPS.

42. Describe the difference between GPS and GIS.

43. Discuss the value of infrared film in mapping.

44. Explain the ways in which various data in a GIS might be used to determine the location of a business.

45. Compare and contrast your mental maps with those of your friends and colleagues.  (That is, what makes your view of a place distinctive?)

46. What conclusions might be drawn about the authors of the four mental maps depicted on p. 26?

47. Assess the values and limitations of model building as a technique in social science analysis.

Thursday, 9/12 Questions for Kofi Annan’s Speech to the 97th Meeting of the Association of American Geographers.

1. Identify the three challenges facing the human community.

2. Analyze Kofi Annan’s assertion that “environmental concerns are the national security issues of the future.”

3. Define the myth of global warming.

4. Discuss Kofi Annan’s assertion that developed countries should bear the burden of leadership in reducing the production of greenhouse gasses.

5. Explain the reasons that insurance companies in particular are concerned with the effects of global warming.

6. Analyze the implication of Annan’s statement that “our mental maps are stubborn constructs.”

Friday, 9/13  DQs for pages 453-460.
48. Explain why a map cannot be both equivalent and conformal.
49. Explain the distortions of a cylindrical projection with a tangent line at the equator.

50. Explain the popularity of the Robinson projection map.

51. For what type of maps are conic projections most suited?

52. In what circumstance other than polar projection might an azimuthal map be used?

Monday, 9/16  Essay Review in groups  
The essay review will be part of the conclusion of each unit.  It involves working with assigned groups of four that will change with each unit.  Students are required to present both one essay (600 words MINIMUM) and one essay outline related to two of the six essay questions assigned for each unit.  This is a major portion of the participation grade and failure to present the essay and outline OR failure to produce acceptable quality will substantially affect the participation grade.  On the day of the essay, the teacher will select which of the essays you will write.
Tuesday, 9/17  Exam 1
The exam will require mastery and understanding of key terms and concepts from the chapter as well as the physical geography of Europe that is presented on the textbook’s website for Europe:  www.mhhe.com/fellmann11e.   You will be responsible for all physical, urban, and national geographical locations for Europe west of Russia.

Wednesday, 9/18  Essay Exam One

Potential essay questions:  You will be required to answer one of the following six questions.  The question will be assigned at the time of the essay exam.

1. Discuss the problems that “geographic illiteracy” can present to a country such as the United States in the Twenty-First Century.  Give examples of the need for geographic knowledge in diverse areas such as international politics, domestic politics, economics, and popular culture.

2. The South region of the United States, it is argued, persists as a region which is different form other U.S. regions.  Identify some of the material and nonmaterial cultural attributes associated with this region.  Discuss possible boundaries of the region and what you would use to establish the boundaries.  In your opinion, is the South becoming more or less like the rest of the country?  Give evidence for your opinion.
3. Compare and contrast the goals and methods of human geography with those of other social sciences.

4. Explain the complex challenges cartographers face when making maps.  Assess the different solutions they have adopted.

5. Examine the ways in which a GIS could be used to determine the site of a new business.

6. How have new technologies contributed to the process of globalization?  Assess the benefits and problems associated with the process of globalization.

European Geography

	Countries 
	Cities
	Rivers and Seas
	Mountains

	Albania

Austria

Belgium

Bosnia

Bulgaria

Corsica

Croatia

Czech Republic

Denmark

Finland

France

Germany

Hungary

Ireland

Italy

Luxembourg

Macedonia

Netherlands

Norway

Poland

Portugal

Romania

Scotland

Serbia-Montenegro
Sicily

Slovakia
Slovenia

Spain

Sweden

Switzerland

United Kingdom
	Amsterdam
Athens

Barcelona

Berlin

Brussels

Copenhagen

Dublin

Frankfurt

Helsinki

Lisbon

London

Lyon

Madrid

Milan

Munich

Paris

Prague

Rome

Stockholm

Vienna

Warsaw
	Adriatic
Aegean

Baltic

Black

Danube

Elbe

English Channel

Mediterranean

North

Oder

Po

Rhine

Seine

Tagus

Thames

Tyrrhenian

Vistula
	Alps
Appenines

Carpathians

Dinaric Alps

Pennines

Pyrenees
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