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1984 Reading Questions

PART 1:

Chapter 1:

1. What atmosphere or mood is established in the descriptions given in the first two paragraphs?

2. In the second paragraph, what important items of information do we learn about the society in which Winston Smith lives? What do we learn of Winston’s physical discomfort?

3. Once Winston is inside the flat, what item is identified, and what is its significance.

4. Large posters of Big Brother are all over the city, and we see for the first time the term “INGSOC,” Turn to the Appendix at the back of the books and in the first couple sentences find out what INGSOC means.

5. Read “The Principles of Newspeak” handout on the back of the Reading Schedule. In your own words explain what Newspeak is. 

Chapter 2:

1. What is the point of view of the narration?

2. What makes the neighbor’s children in his society so frightening to Winston?

3. Having caught O’Brien’s eye, Winston reflects that he was not even sure “whether O’Brien was a friend or enemy. Nor did it even seem to matter greatly. There was a link of understanding between them that was more important than affection or partisanship” (25).What does this thinking say about Winston’s emotional needs?
4. While watching the telescreen, how does Winston know that bad news is coming?

5. After mentioning the constant surveillance under which the people live, Winston says that there is nothing of your own except for what one small thing? What is ironic about the phrase, “the mutability of the past”? (26)

Chapter 3:

1. What do we learn of Winston’s memory of his mother?

2. Toward the end of this chapter, Winston describes “doublethink.” How does the Party use doublethink?

3. What chilling occurrence happens during the morning exercises?
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Part 1 overview questions: 

1. What are some examples of irony or paradox so far in the reading?

2. What illicit activity does Winston begin at the beginning of Part 1?

3. Who is Julia and why does Winston hate/fear her in the beginning?

Chapter 4:

4. What is Winston’s job?
5. What is a palimpsest and what sentence is it used in? Once you have found it, explain what the line means?

6.  Who are some of Winston’s colleagues? Why do you suppose Orwell mentions the names of people Winston works with and gives details of their jobs?

7. Does Winston enjoy his work? Support your answer:

8. On page 45, we learn that “purges and vaporizations were a necessary part of the mechanics of government.” What does this tell us about the society of Oceania?

9. Whom does Winston create and why?

Chapter 5:

10. What is Winston’s relationship Syme? Why does he think Syme will be vaporized?

11. On pg. 52, Syme says, “Don’t you see that the whole aim of Newspeak is to narrow the range of thought?” Explain why he thinks this is necessary.

12. Parson agrees that the Ministry of Plenty did a good job this year. Why is the question that he next asks Winston ironic?
Chapter 6:

13. What incident does Winston recount in his diary at the beginning of Chapter 6?

14. What other character is introduced? What reason would the Party not approve a marriage between two people?

Chapter 7:

15. Why does Winston believe that the only hope of overthrowing the government likes I the hands of the proles?
16. Who are Jones, Aaronson, and Rutherford?

17. What does Winston say, “I understand HOW: I do not understand WHY”?

Chapter 8:

18. Why is the old man Winston talks to in the bar unable to tell him whether the old days had been better than times are now?

19. Why does Winston think of renting Mr. Charrington’s room?

20. What is Winston’s first reaction when he sees the dark-haired girl on the street?
