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Macbeth Acts 1 & 2 Open Book Quiz 

Answer on a separate piece of paper in your own words; then support your answers with quotes. Attach this sheet to the front. 

Total _______/ 25 points

1. What sort of mischief are the witches up to in Scene 3? (2 pts.)

2. State 2 other details of the witches’ appearance. Don’t overlap with your answer in Question 3. (2 pts.)

3. What specific detail makes the witches androgynous? How does their appearance connect to the “fair is foul” theme? (2 pts.)

4. Give two other examples of the “fair is foul” motif in the play: (2 pts.)

5. Quote and cite the line in the play when Macbeth first imagines murdering King Duncan: What physical reaction does he have to his thoughts? (3 pts.)

6. Quote and cite the line that tells us how Macbeth first reacts to the witches’ prophecies. What do you think explains this reaction? (3 pts.)

7. What does Lady Macbeth say about nursing her own baby? What’s the context for the speech and why does she use such a brutal image? (3 pts.)

8. Who is first blamed for the murder of Duncan? Why? Who is next blamed? Why? (2 pts.)

9. Why do Malcolm and Donalbain flee after the murder of their father? (2 pts)

10. Where is Macbeth’s castle located? Where is he crowned king? (2 pts.)

11. Name 3 other instances where babies or children are mentioned in the play. (2 pts.) What is the effect?
Sample question and answer: 
Give an example of indirect characterization from Act 1 and explain the context. 

Macbeth is characterized by the Captain and by Ross in Scene 2 of Act 1. The method of characterization is indirect because we learn about Macbeth’s character through other characters’ speech, even before Macbeth first appears in the play. Both the Captain and Ross arrive from different fronts to report to King Duncan the status of the two battles. In both battles, Macbeth is described as valiant and fierce. First he cuts open and beheads the rebel Macdonwald: “For brave Macbeth … carved out his passage / Till he faced the slave; / Which ne’er shook hands, nor bade farewell to him, / Till he unseamed him from the nave to th’ chops “ (1.2. 18-24). He then defeats the Norwegian forces and the traitor the Thane of Cawdor: “Bellona’s bridegroom, lapped in proof, / Confronted him with self-comparisons, / Point against point, rebellious arm ’gainst arm, / Curbing his lavish spirit. And to conclude, / The victory fell on us (1. 2. 62-66). 

