9th Grade English
Course Syllabus 2012/2013


Instructor: Jamie Davenport
Email: jdavenport1@sandi.net 
Room: 861
Phone: 223-3121 ext. 4861
Office Hours: By Appointment
Blog: http://davenportword.blogspot.com

Required Course Texts: 
Required 9th textbook
Various short stories, class novels and essays 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Independent reading books by student choice
Weekly current event articles

Other Daily Required Materials:
Writer's notebook 
Blue/Black pens
Highlighters
Student planner

Course Description/Objectives:
The purpose of the class is to practice reading a variety of materials and writing for different audiences and purposes. Fiction and non-fiction pieces by professional, as well as novice writers, will be used to promote discussion and serve as models for further writing. Students will learn to work independently and in groups in order to analyze and infer information from text, refine their writing and use of language to communicate to a variety of audiences. The course also emphasizes communication skills both orally and through the use of new forms of digital literacy.


Goals:
· read for pleasure
· read actively to understand, explain and analyze complex texts 
· appreciate the writer’s craft and explain, interpret and analyze the significance of a writer’s use of rhetorical techniques; 
· write about literature in a variety of forms, including expository, analytical and argumentative essays; 
· produce creative writing and visual interpretations to understand, explain, interpret and/or analyze various pieces of literature; 
· exhibit elements of stylistic maturity in their own writing, including:  sophisticated vocabulary; a variety of sentence structures; logical organization; balance of generalization and specific detail; and effective use of rhetorical devices. 
· understand and employ the steps in process writing (pre-writing, drafting, revising, rewriting, editing, final draft) in their own writing; 
· utilize peer writing groups for feedback on all drafts 


Course Outline:


Reading the Novel: September – October 
National Novel Writing Month: October – December 
Comparative Analysis: January – February 
Argument: February – April 
Expository Research: April – June 


Course Grading:
Academic grades are based on the following:
Reading and Writing Activities = 50%
Assessments = 40%
Participation = 10%

Citizenship grades are determined by a student’s preparation for class, punctuality (see school-wide tardy policy), class participation, and interaction with classmates and instructor.  To ensure individual student success and create a dynamic and challenging intellectual environment, it is essential that students are willing to make a personal commitment to be prepared to participate in class each day.  See also the Point Loma High School Citizenship Rubric.

School and class rules are posted in the class and will be a factor in determining citizenship grades. 

To maintain an atmosphere of academic inquiry and mutual respect for our studies and one another, multitasking (i.e. working on homework for another class, reading non-class materials, private conversations, etc.) is not acceptable.
All assignments are expected to be turned in on time. If there is an issue with a deadline please see me.

Communication and Conferences
I am available during lunch and advisory for phone meetings and student/parent meetings via appointment. Please feel free to call and leave a message or email me with any questions. I will do my best to get back to you within 24 hours. 

Expected Student Learning Results
Listed below are the ways in which this course supports the PLHS Expected Student Learning Results (ESLRs):

Complex Thinkers: Students will have regular opportunities to exercise complex thinking abilities by reading a wide range of contemporary fiction and nonfiction works.  Students will employ a variety of written and oral strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate and appreciate texts.

Effective Communicators: Students will comprehend and employ the stages of the writing process to appropriately communicate with different audiences for different purposes.  They will apply knowledge of language structure and conventions and adjust their written, spoken and visual language to communicate effectively in written and oral work.  Students will also have regular opportunities to develop effective communication skills by sharing ideas and interpretations during daily class discussions, and small and large group activities.

Responsible, Self-Directed Learners and Workers: In response to the text studied, students will generate ideas and questions in small and large group discussions.  Students will be prepared for class discussions and activities by promptly completing outside of class course readings and assignments.  

Involved Citizens: Students will participate in class discussions, and writing and study groups as knowledgeable, reflective and creative members of our class, program, school and society. Students will also contribute to the learning of others by making the classroom a safe and tension free environment though respectful and courteous behavior toward their fellow classmates and instructor.

Healthy Lifestyle Advocates: By practicing respectful behavior toward others and engaging in the exchange of ideas, students will be a part of the learning community.  The classroom will be a positive environment where the ideas and opinions of others are valued.  Through course readings, discussions and written and oral presentations, students will develop a greater understanding of themselves and the world around them.

