Stage 4:  Evaluating Resources
	
	Author:
	Title:

	AUTHORITY
	· Can you trust the author?

· What are the author’s credentials to create this particular work?

· For websites:

· The author of the site is clearly identified

· The site contains contact information
	

	OBJECTIVITY
	· Is the author’s purpose and intended audience clearly stated?

· Does the author have a biased point of view?

· For websites:

· The sponsors of the site are clearly identified.

· Advertising does not influence the information.
	

	ACCURACY AND COMPLETENESS
	· Are the author’s facts correct?

· Are the opinions presented supported with data?

· Is there evidence of good research and documentation?

· How completely and deeply does the work cover the topic?

· Does the work answer the question completely?

· Can the information be verified?

· Are site links reputable and working?
	

	CURRENCY
	· Is the date of publication given?

· Is the information current enough for your topic or task?

· When was the website last revised?


	

	RELEVANCE
	· Does the source provide information that is relevant to your topic?

· How would you rank the importance of this source in relation to other sources that examine issues related to your research question?


	


