APUSH - American Life During the 1950’s
Chapter 36: The Cold War Begins (pages 852-861)

I. Postwar Economic Anxieties/The Long Economic Boom, 1950-1970

1. What is the connection between the GI Bill ( Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944) and American economic prosperity during the 1950’s?

2. What percentage of the American population was considered middle class? How much did they make a year?
II. The Roots of Post War Prosperity/The Smiling Sunbelt

3. “By 1970, nearly 90% of the school age population was enrolled in educational institutions…” what impact did education have on productivity between the years 1950-1970?
4. What was the name of Dr. Spock’s book, and what was it about?

5. List the states that are found in the “sunbelt “ region

III. The Rush to the Suburbs/Postwar Baby Boom

6. Did Government policies encourage people to move the suburbs? Explain

7. Identify: Levittown

8. Define: white flight

9. How many babies were born after WWII?

10. Identify: federal Housing Administration
Chapter 37: The Eisenhower Era 1952-1960- Please read the entire chapter even though we will focus on specific sections.
I. Affluence and its Anxieties/ Consumer Culture in the Fifties/ 

11. What was the specific impact of television on American lifestyles and values?

12. Why were figures like Elvis Presley and Marilyn Monroe seen as a threat to American moral values?
II. The Advent of Eisenhower/ The Rise & Fall of Joseph McCarthy
13. Why did politicians, officials, writers and actors fear Joseph McCarthy?
III. Desegregating American Society/ The Seeds of the Civil Rights  Revolution

14. Identify: Jim Crow Laws (look this up)

15. What was life like for African Americans living in the 1950’s south?

16. In your own words, discuss the Brown v. Board of Education (1954) case
17. Identify: Plessy v Fergusson (1896)

18. What was the main goal of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference? Who led this group?

19. Discuss an example of a 1950’s Civil Rights “sit –in”
IV. The Continuing Cold War/Cuba’s Castroism Spells Communism/ Kennedy Challenges Nixon for the Presidency

20. What event caused the cancellation of the Sumit conference between Eisenhower and Krushchev ?

21. Who emerged as leader of Cuba after their 1959 revolution?

22. What impact did television have on the outcome of the Nixon/ Kennedy debate?

