All Quiet on the Western Front by Erich Marie Remarque          

Notes and Significant Passages Chapter Six
Thinking Question:

The men of the Second Company are sent to the front to fight the enemy: the French. Who or what do they really spend most of their time fighting?
A Factual Question: 

How many men of the Second Company survive this last turn at the front?
“...quietness is so unattainable for us now. At the front there is no quietness and the curse of the front reaches so far that we never pass beyond it. Even in remote depots and rest-areas the droning and the muffled noise of shelling is always in our ears. We are never so far off that it is no more to be heard” (109/120). 

What important fact is Paul trying to explain to the reader?
An Image

“By midday what I expected happens. One of the recruits has a fit. I have been watching him for a long time, grinding his teeth and opening and shutting his fists. These hunted protruding eyes, we know them too well. During the last few hours he has merely the appearance of calm. He has collapsed like a rotten tree” (99/109).

What does this simile (like a rotten tree) help you understand about how the recruit feels or seems?
Significant Passages:
1) “The moment we are about to retreat three faces rise up from the ground in front of us. Under one of the helmets a dark pointed beard and two eyes that are fastened on me. I raise my hand, but I cannot throw into those strange eyes; for one mad moment the whole slaughter whirls like a circus round me, and these two eyes alone are motionless...” (102/113).

What is Paul trying to explain to the reader? What happened to him when he was attacking the French?
Why is this significant?
2) “We have become wild beasts. We do not fight, we defend ourselves against annihilation. It is not against men that we fling our bombs, what do we know of men in this moment when Death is hunting us down--now, for the first time in three days we can see his face, now for the first time in three days we can oppose him; we feel a mad anger” (___/113).

What does Paul mean when he says that “we have become wild beasts?”

Why is the “d” in Death capitalized?

What then does Paul mean when he says “Death is hunting us down?”

3) "...crouching like cats we run on, overwhelmed by this wave that bears us along, that fills us with ferocity, turns us into thugs, into murderers, into God only knows what devils; this wave that multiplies our strength with fear and madness and greed of life, seeking and fighting for nothing but our deliverance. If your own father came over with them you would not hesitate to fling a bomb at him” (103/114).

“If your own father came over with them you would not hesitate to fling a bomb at him.” 
This is the key sentence.

Why is it so significant?

4) “We are forlorn like children, and experienced like old men, we are crude and sorrowful and superficial--I believe we are lost” (111/123).

What does the word “crude” mean?

What does the word “forlorn” mean?

What does the word “superficial” mean?

What is Paul trying to explain to the reader?

6) “It brings a lump to the throat to see how they go over, and run and fall. A man would like to spank them, they are so stupid, and to take them by the arm and lead them away from here where they have no business to be” (130).

About whom is Paul speaking?
Why is he so angry?

Summary: What is the most important “thing” you realized as you read this chapter? Why does it matter?
Draw an image of this idea: “[the recruit] has collapsed like a rotten tree.” 
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