Lord of the Flies by William Golding
significant passages and questions for chapter 8: “Gift for the Darkness”


Jack wants to be chief.

What will he try next?

 “’I’m not going to play any longer. Not with you’” (127).
Who is speaking? 
What do these two sentences reveal?

The Group of Boys Breaks into Two Tribes

	Ralph’s Tribe
	Jack’s Tribe

	Chief?



	Chief?


	Main focus?


	Main focus?

	They use fire for…..?



	They use fire for…..?

	Motto?



	Motto?


	Type of Government?




	Type of Government?


The pig hunt.

Sexuality gets mixed up with violence.

1. How will the boys get fire to cook the pig meat?

2. How does Roger kill the female pig (the sow)?
“Roger began to withdraw his spear and boys noticed it for the first time” (135).

3. What does Jack have all over his hands after the hunt? What does he deliberately do?

4. What does Jack do with the pig’s head?










“The sow collapsed under them and they were heavy and fulfilled upon her.”

5. What does this sentence seem to suggest?

6. What does the author want the reader to understand about how the hunters kill the pig? 

(Hint: Do the hunters seem in control of their own emotions? Do they seem to enjoy the killing too much? How can the reader tell?)


Simon.
Simon is a seer or a mystic. 
He sees past reality to truth.
7. “’I think we ought to climb the mountain’” (128).

These words are very simple, but what do they reveal about Simon?

“...the Lord of the Flies hung on his stick and grinned. At last Simon gave up and looked back; saw the white teeth and dim eyes, the blood--and his gaze was held by that ancient, inescapable recognition. In Simon’s right temple, a pulse began to beat on the brain” (138).

8. Please describe what object the author is referring to when he writes that “the Lord of the Flies…grinned.”



















9. Who is speaking to Simon?

10. What does the voice mean when the voice says, “’ I’m part of you?’”
Summary: List the three most important events from this chapter.
Jack tries to get power.


Jack tries to get the boys to vote for him to become chief—to replace Ralph. They refuse.





He is not afraid.


Simons seems to understand what is happening. He seems to know that the Beast is not a monster.


He believes that there is a Beast, but that the Beast is the violence that comes from fear and the desire to dominant others.








“Jack was on top of the sow, stabbing downward with his knife. Roger found a lodgment for his point and began to push till he was leaning his whole weight. The spear moved forward inch by inch and the terrified squealing became a high-pitched scream. Then Jack found the throat and the hot blood spouted over his hands. The sow collapsed under them and they were heavy and fulfilled upon her” (135).








“Simon shook.


‘There’s isn’t anyone to help you. Only me. And I’m the Beast.’


Simon’s mouth labored, brought forth audible words.


‘Pig’s head on a stick.’





‘Fancy thinking the Beast was something was you could hunt and kill!’ said the head. For a moment or two the forest and all the other dimly appreciated places echoed with the parody of laughter. 





‘You knew, didn’t you? I’m part of you? Close, close, close! I’m the reason why it’s no go? Why things are what they are?’” (143).
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