
                                                                 Name:   


                                                                  Period:  


                                                          Date:                                           


Rockefeller Quote Analysis
John D. Rockefeller was an American industrialist who made a fortune in the late nineteenth century (late 1800s). He once made the following comments:

I say that you ought to get rich, and it is your duty to get rich… Ninety-eight out of one hundred of the rich men of America are honest. That is why they are rich. That is why they are trusted with money. That is why they carry on great enterprises and find plenty of people to work with them… I sympathize with the poor, but the number of poor who are to be sympathized with is very small… let us remember there is not a poor person in the United States who was not made poor by his own shortcomings.

1) What does Rockefeller seem to think about people who have money?

2) What does he think of people who do not have money? Explain your answers.

3) Imagine if you were a manual laborer, factory worker, or office clerk back then. How might you react to these statements? 

4) Apply Rockefeller’s quote to 2013… do you think there are people that hold his attitude today? How do you feel towards his attitude of rich and poor people?


