English 3-4 A: First Quarter Outside Reading Book Talk

This is a major assignment with a written/oral component.

All work on the book talk should be your own original work.
Assignment

· Present a 7-minute book talk about your independent reading book to a group of students using note cards. 

· Include THREE ELEMENTS FROM EACH of the columns in the chart on the next page.

· Conclude your book talk by sharing a short passage that you particularly liked and thought significant from your book. Read the passage and explain why you chose it.
STEP 1:  By November 15th you need to have finished and annotated your book. 

STEP 2: Bring your annotated book to class on November 16th. You will be given one class period to work on creating your note cards. Create at least 1 note card front and back for each topic/column (Setting, Character, Plot, Figurative Language, andTheme) as well as 1 for your significant passage—you may use more as needed. Create a title page note card, with the title of your book underlined, the author’s name, and your name. Assemble the cards in order, and include headings for each topic. DO NOT PREPARE YOUR NOTECARDS AHEAD OF TIME. 
STEP 3: Bring your book and your note cards and present your book talk on Thursday, November17th. 

Grading 

· Content of your book talk—3 elements from each column, as well as a significant passage

____/30 points

· Participation—working on and completing note cards during the period on Nov. 16th


____/10 points

· Completeness—have annotated book and at least 7 cards labeled correctly and in order


____/5 points

· Oral presentation—clear, enthusiastic tone of voice; no “like” “uhm” or “and stuff”; good eye contact, 
____/15 points

delivery, and pacing—don’t just “read” from your cards. Use them as your cues. 














Total: _______ / 60 points

	1. Setting

(time & place the story takes place) and Imagery


	2. Characters 

(People/animals in the story)
	3. Plot 

(Action of the story….What happens?)
	4. Figurative Language
	5. Theme 

(Universal idea/message of the author)

	The setting of the story is/ the story takes place in (place) _________ and (time/time period) ______. Also note if the setting changes. 
	At the beginning of the story the main character is…(describe and explain)
	The story starts off with _____then _____ and finally ____ (What are the MAIN events? Don’t go on an on—this should delete spaces between paragraphs kept brief!
	An important symbol in this book is …. and it represents… (explain)
	After reading this book, I know more about what it is like to be… (and explain why you know more). 

	The setting is important to the main character/the plot development because…
	In the middle of the story the main character changes and is _________  (describe) because…(explain)
	The main conflict in the story is external/internal, and between … (explain)
	An example of a simile is ___ (explain the comparison) and it is effective because….
	I think the author was trying to teach about… (and explain how and why the author did so).

	One thing the setting taught me about this time period is…


	At the end of the story the main character changes and is _________ (describe) because…(explain)
	A confusing part is when…(and explain why it was confusing)
	An example of a metaphor is ___ (explain the comparison) and it is effective because….
	The “moral of the story” that the book teaches was …(and explain the moral ).

	The imagery of this book creates a ________mood/atmosphere. An example is…….


	The most believable character is ________ because …(explain) Or: an important secondary character is ________who is_____(describe and explain)
	The climax is when… (this is the part of the story when something has to happen to change the story)


	An example of a personification is ___ (explain the comparison) and it is effective because….
	This book relates to our lives today because… (and explain why/how it relates).

	The setting is exciting because …
	I can identify with the main character because... (explain)
	The resolution to the main conflict is/takes place when….


	A particularly good example of imagery/sensory detail is___ because (explain why_
	The main message of this book that the author was trying to get across was_____ (explain).


