“The Most Dangerous Game”

Language Arts 1 – Honors
In your own words, define the following terms:

Setting:

Suspense:

Mood:

1. Why does the author Richard Connell begin the story with Whitney’s remarks (refer to the first paragraph)?

2. How does Rainsford describe hunting? Does he show any concern for the animals he hunts?

3. How does Rainsford manage to find land after falling off the yacht?

4. How do the details on pages 24-25 build suspense?

5. How is the description of the setting on pages 24-25 essential to the story?

6. What insight does the introduction to Zaroff’s character provide the reader? (page 26-27)

7. “Ivan is an incredibly strong fellow…but he has the misfortune to be deaf and dumb” (Connell 27). What does the word dumb mean in this sentence?

8. Summarize what Zaroff tells Rainsford about his life on pages 28-29.
9. What does Zaroff hunt? How does this relate to the double meaning in the title of the story?

10. Refer to paragraph on page 30 that begins “Laughter shook the general” (Connell). What is the meaning of Zaroff’s comparison?

11. Explain how Zaroff has earned the name “Ship Trap” for his island.

12. Is Zaroff’s “game” fair? Explain your answer.
13. How does the setting on page 33 reinforce Rainsford’s feelings?

14. “Oh, you can trust me…I will give you my word as a gentleman and a sportsman” (Connell 34). What is the irony in the general’s statement?

15. What does the paragraph that begins “The general sips his wine” (Connell 34) reveal about Zaroff’s character?
16. Why does Zaroff turn away from the tree?

17. How does the setting on page 37 contribute to the mood of the suspense?

18. Analyze the following passage and explain why humans are “the most dangerous game.”

“Rainsford knew he could do one of two things. He could stay where he was and wait. That was suicide. He could flee. That was postponing the inevitable. For a moment he stood there, thinking. An idea that held a wild chance came to him, and tightening his belt, he headed away from the swamp” (Connell 38).

19. How have Rainsford’s feelings about animals changed?

20. Summarize what happens to Rainsford and Zaroff.

