
The Roaring ’20’s



Rejection of Radicalism

• WWI is over

• Americans turn inward

• Reject Europeans and their ideas

• Clamp down on immigration



“Red Scare” (1919-1920)
• Led by A. Mitchell Palmer

• Attorney General

• Hunt down/deport 
thousands

• “Palmer raids”

• No evidence of massive 
conspiracy ever found



Resurgence of the Klan

• Nativism leads to rise of the KKK

• Anti foreigner, Jew, Catholic, Black

• Collapses by late 1920’s



Sacco and Vanzetti



Sacco and Vanzetti
• Accused of robbery/murder

• Immigrants, anarchists, draft-dodgers

• Trial becomes attack on them

• Not focused on evidence

• Worldwide outrage

• Convicted and executed









Immigration halted
• Quota Act (1921)

• 3% of ethnic pop. could enter

• 1910 census used

• Immigration Act (1924)

• Reduced to 2%, 1890 census used

• Discriminated against Jews/





“No Vacancy”



Prohibition (1919)

• Backed by churches and women

• Banned production, sale, transport

• Not consumption

• Drinking goes underground



Bootlegging

• Booze smuggled in from Canada/Cuba

• Sacramental wine sales explode!

• Rise of organized crime

• “Gangsterism” 



The Stork Club (NY)



Speakeasies





• 1925: Tennessee makes teaching 
evolution a crime

• John Scopes teaches it anyway

• Arrested

Scopes Monkey Trial



John T. Scopes



Darrow vs. Bryan

• ACLU hires Clarence Darrow to defend Scopes

• William Jennings Bryan special prosecutor

• Creationist, Bible literalist

• Becomes huge national story



Darrow vs. Bryan








