--THE NEURON--
	Neuron—The basic unit of the nervous system.  A long, thin cell of nerve tissue that receives signals from other neurons or sense organs and sends them to other neurons, muscles, or organs.  

Dendrite—the treelike part of a neuron that receives messages.  

Axon—the long cable-like structure extending from the cell body.  It carries messages away from the cell body (axons can be short or several feet in length). 
Myelin—a white fatty substance that insulates and protects the axon (some diseases, like MS, are a direct result of destroyed or lost myelin). 
Synaptic Terminal—small fibers that branch out at the end of the axon that transmit messages to the dendrites of other cells
	


	Synapse—the space between neurons across which messages are transmitted. It is less than 1 millionth of an inch wide.  

Neurotransmitters—chemicals released by neurons at the synaptic terminal that open chemical locks or excite the receptors of the receiving neuron.  Different neurotransmitters excite different neurons, and therefore send different messages.  

Neurons fire in accord with the “all-or-none” principle when stimulated to the threshold level; much like a toilet.
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