RUBRIC FOR APEH FRQ
Abbreviations

NWTHQA-Not what the questions asks
WW-Wrong Word
AWK-Awkward
SP-Spelling

TS-Topic Sentence
Conf-Confusing
Y-Why?
?-Huh?

9-8 or 5: Strongest (45-50 points)

· Thesis statement/paragraph is explicit and accurately addresses both tasks; fully responsive to the question 

· Organization is clear and developed, consistently followed and supported by appropriate concrete detail and analysis.  Effective in support of the argument
· Essay is well balanced; covers at some length all major topics suggested by the prompt
· All major assertions are supported by multiple pieces of relevant evidence and linked to the question
· Displays sentence variety and a clear command of language. Uses past tense.

· Is generally free from errors, though may have a few errors in mechanics.  They are not serious enough to distract or confuse the reader.

7-6 or 4:  Strong (40-44 points)

· Thesis is explicit and accurate addresses both tasks; responsive to the question 

· Organization is clear and effective in support of the argument, but perhaps not consistently followed.  May be repetitively or simplistically addressed

· Essay is balanced; all major topics suggested by the prompt are covered at least briefly, although one part may be discussed at greater length.

· All major assertions are supported by at least one piece of relevant evidence and linked to the question.
· Writes comfortably with a good control of language, sentence structure and word choice; primarily uses past tense. 

· It may have some errors that distract the reader, but they do not obscure the overall meaning.

5-4 or 3: Mixed (35-39 points)

· Thesis is explicit, but may not be fully responsive to the question; it may accurately mention some specific aspects of the tasks.

· Organization is adequate; is effective in support of the argument; but may not be consistently followed.
· Essay shows some imbalance; may neglect some major topics suggested by the prompt.

· Some examples are present but may be less detailed; evidence is linked to the questions
· Has some problems with syntax variety, and verb usage may be inconsistent.

· It may contain a few errors that detract from the argument being made.

3-2 or 2: Weak (30-34 points)

· Thesis may indicate confusion, be vague, or merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt. It may neglect important aspects of the tasks; fails to communicate ideas.

· Organization may be unclear, ineffective, and or little developed.  
· Essay shows serious imbalance; neglects most major topics suggested by the prompt.
· Only one or two major assertions are supported by relevant evidence. It relies on general observations.
· It has serious problems with sentence control and limited vocabulary.  Consistently changes tenses.

· May contain several errors that detract from the argument.

1-0: Weakest/Insufficient (0-29 points)

· May have no discernable attempt at a thesis; thesis is unfocused, illogical, incoherent, or disorganized, or makes no sense; or may merely repeat/paraphrase the prompt.

· May have no discernable organization.

· Is underdeveloped
· Essay mentions one or none of the major topics suggested by the prompt.
· Little or no supporting evidence is used.

· Essay has serious and persistent errors that detract from the argument.

Miscellaneous
· Needs more specific names, dates events, etc…
· Overall essay is too vague or general
· Sophisticated writing
Spelling errors affect the quality of the essay


Needs transitional phrases within paragraphs


Topic sentences do not relate back to the thesis/question











