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Sunday, Jan 30th, 2012
Catholic Schools Week Liturgy
9:00 am

Saturday, Feb. 12th, 2012
Parish Crab Feed, 7:00pm in Gym

Tuesday, Feb. 28th, 2012
Parish Book Club, 7:00pm in Convent
“Miracles Do Happen” 
by Briege McKenna

School Board Presents Award-winning Documentary Race to Nowhere
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On November 19th the School Board hosted a screen-
ing of the nationally acclaimed documentary “Race to 
Nowhere.” Featuring the heartbreaking stories of 
young people across the country who have been 
pushed to the brink, educators who are burned out and 
worried that students aren’t developing the skills they 
need, and parents who are trying to do what’s best for 
their kids, Race to Nowhere points to the silent 
epidemic in our schools: cheating has become com-
monplace, students have become disengaged, stress-
related illness, depression and burnout are rampant, 
and young people arrive at college and the workplace 
unprepared and uninspired. Race to Nowhere is a call 
to action for families, educators, and policy makers to 
challenge current assumptions on how to best prepare 
the youth of America to become healthy, bright, 
contributing and leading citizens. Tens of thousands of 
people are coming together, using the film as the 
centerpiece for raising awareness, radically changing 

the national dialogue on education and galvanizing 
change. The Washington Post called it, “An education 
film that gets it,” and the Los Angeles Times called it, “A 
dire warning and solid piece of advocacy journalism.”

Following the screening a Q&A session with a panel of 
local educators, parents and counselors from the 
community discussed the film and their experiences.

Happy New Year! I continue to be 
excited about the opportunity to 
serve as principal of Assumption 
School. I am pleased to announce 
that over the summer I received a 
letter from the WCEA/WASC 
Accreditation office informing me 
that Assumption School received a 
six-year term of accreditation, the 
highest offered by the organization. 
This is a true testament to our 
faculty, students, parents and 
alumni. 

New programs for the 2011-2022 
school year include a new reading 
program specifically for K-2, 
appointment of a Technology 
Coordinator to integrate technol-

ogy into the curriculum, and a new 
math program based on the Silicon 
Valley Math Initiative to assure that 
our students are prepared for life 
after Assumption. As a former 
teacher, I am very excited with all of 
the new changes taking place in 
Catholic education at Assumption.

In other good news, Assumption 
School has hired Tim Silva, our new 
music teacher! Tim graduated with 
dual undergraduate music degrees 
and a graduate degree and teach-
ing credential from UCLA. Tim joins 
5th grade teacher Camille Dolojan 
as our newest faculty members. 
Camille graduated from UC Davis 
and received her teaching creden-

tial and Master’s degree through 
CSU East Bay. Please help us in 
welcoming aboard Tim and Camille!

Finally, Catholic Schools Week 
begins on Sunday, January 29th, 
with a special liturgy at 9:00 A.M. 
followed by Open House at the 
school. I hope all our past, current 
and future Assumption families will 
be able to join us. During this 
Catholic Schools Week liturgy the 
graduating class of 2012 will be 
formally presented to the parish.

I look forward to meeting more of 
you as the year goes on!

Pam Lyons
Principal, Assumption School



A newsletter for alumni, parents and friends of Assumption School

Beyond the Walls of the Classroom
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The school year got off to a 
great start with our annual 
Assumption School Festival in 
September, celebrating the 
“Red, White & Blue!” This year’s 
Festival featured lots of fun 
and games, a tri-tip dinner, 
and a pancake breakfast. 
We’re happy to report that 
the event raised over $24,000!

Other fall activities included 
student field trips to Ardenwood 
Historic Farm and Chabot Space 
and Science Center.

In October 2011, several classes 
began Service Learning projects 
for the school year. The 

Kindergarten students project 
included cleaning the campus 
each Friday, and our 8th grade 
volunteered their time at St. 
James school, assisting with the 
school’s garden.

October 1, the Assumption 
School Dad’s Club held its annual 
golf tournament.

October 7, we held our 2nd 
annual Drake’s Brewery fund-
raiser for an evening of beer, 
food, and friends to raise money 
for Assumption School.

October 13, the 
Parent Teachers 
Group hosted a 
Parent Education 
Night on the topic 
of “Understanding 
Your Child’s 
Learning Style,” 
presented by PTG 
President and 
parent Lisa Cook. 
Assumption 
teachers always 
keep students’ 

learning styles in mind when 
presenting material so all learn-
ers have the opportunity to be 
successful. With the information 
Lisa provided at the meeting, our 
parents can now better support 
their child’s learning style at 
home.

On October 21, Assumption 
School held a Pink and Denim 
Day fundraiser to support the 
efforts of the Assumption Angels 
Team to raise money for the 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer Walk.

Halloween activities included a 
Dia de los Muertos learning 
experience in which students 
created a thought-provoking 
display of pictures of departed 
loved ones. In addition, the 
Assumption Student Leadership 

The fall and winter have continued to provide exciting learning opportunities outside the 
classroom for the Assumption 
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Team sponsored a costume drive 
for Halloween costumes and 
costume pieces. Donations went 
to Building Futures with Women 
and Children, an organization 
that provides a safe community 
for underserved women and 
children.

Advent festivities started with the 
December 1st Advent by Candle-
light, featuring a gathering of the 
women of Assumption commu-
nity for a night of reflection and 
fellowship.

On December 2, Assumption 
School held its 18th annual “St. 
Nick Boutique” fundraiser benefit-
ting Davis Street Resource 
Center’s Hot Breakfast Program. 
Rose Johnson, Director of Davis 
Street, called Assumption School, 
"Angels for the Hot Breakfast 
Program,” because our gift each 
year has kept their program 
going. The program feeds 40 
preschoolers from low income 
families 251 days a year. How 
does it work? School and church 
families donate many small gifts 
to our "St Nick Boutique." The 
donations are set up in the school 
hall, which is made to look like a 
small gift shop. During the school 
day, the children do their Christ-
mas shopping for friends and 
family, and parents volunteer as 
"elves." The younger children are 
paired with older students who 
help them read their Christmas 
lists and do their shopping. There 
is also a raffle, which adds to the 
amount we raise.

On December 5, the 7th grade 

Girls Volleyball Team kicked-off “A 
Warm and Fuzzy Outwear Drive” 
to provide coats, hats, scarves and 
mittens to help those in our 
community who need to keep 
warm during the holiday season.

 On December 15, our 2nd and 
5th grades visited Marymount 
Villa Senior Living Facility on 
Davis Street. The 2nd grade 
performed a play about "Twinkle" 
the Christmas Star who led the 
way for Joseph, Mary, the Three 
Kings and shepherds to Bethle-
hem. Then, the 5th grade joined 
in and all sang Christmas Carols 
to the residents.

 On December 16, the 1st graders 
performed their annual Christmas 
in Bethlehem play at a special 
school-wide Advent liturgy to 
kick-off the Christmas break.

On January 11, the Assumption 
Book Club got off to a good start 
to the new year season by meet-
ing to discuss Life of the Beloved, 
by Henri Nouwen. 

On January 12, the Parent Teach-
ers Group hosted a Parent Educa-
tion Night on the topic of “Mind-
ful Parenting in a Cyber World,” 
presented by guest speaker 
Breanna Hatcher. Ms. Hatcher 
provided tips for parents to role 
model positive social media 
behavior and creating healthy 
boundaries for kids around 
technology.

On January 24, the Assumption 
Dad’s Club hosted the annual 
Men's Crab and Pasta Feed. As 
always, this event marked a great 
time for Assumption Alumni to 
reminisce with old friends and 
make new friends. 

Students shopping at the St. Nick Boutique

2nd and 5th grades visit Marymount Villa
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Annual School Auction 

Yes! I still keep in touch with some 
Assumption classmates. Contact me to help 
get them involved too. 

Yes! I would like to help out with alumni events.

Yes! I would like to be part of creating and expanding  an Assumption Alumni Association with other interested graduates.

GET INVOLVED! Want to help with future Alumni events?

GOT FRIENDS? 

Find us on Facebook:

Alumni of Assumption, 
San Leandro
assumption.alumni@gmail.com

HOME               MOBILE              WORK

NAME
FIRST                                (MAIDEN)                                 LAST

GRADUATION YEARPHONE

EMAIL

HOME

JOIN THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION NOW!

HOME               MOBILE              WORK
PHONE

Please return completed form to: Assumption School Alumni, 1851 136th Avenue, San Leandro, CA 94578

It’s that time of year – yes, the 
annual Assumption School 
Auction! On Saturday, March 10, 
more than 200 parents, grandpar-
ents, alumni, faculty, staff and 
friends of Assumption are 
expected to gather at Willow Park 
restaurant in Castro Valley for this 
year’s annual fundraiser. This 
year’s theme is An Encanted 
Evening. Attendees will be 
bidding on hundreds of silent 
auction items, including original 

art, gift certificates to numerous 
Bay Area restaurants, and gift 
baskets, as well as tickets to the 
SF Giants and A’s, ballet and 
opera. The live auction promises 
to be exhilarating as always. As 
many of you know, the auction is 
Assumption School’s largest 
fundraiser. A successful auction is 
critical to keeping our tuition 
among the reasonable in the bay 
area. If you are interested in 
attending the auction or donate 

your services or items for the 
auction, please contact Michelle 
Hammon at 
shellhammon@yahoo.com or 
Susan McCue at 
susan@mccuefamily.com

  
Donor: ____________________________________________________________________________________   
Address: ____________________________________________ City: ______________________ ZIP: ________   
Description of Donation (okay to be creative here):________________________________________________   
__________________________________________________________________________________________   
Expiration/Speci�c Dates/Other applicable restrictions:_____________________________________________   
Contact Person: _____________________________ Phone #: ______________ Email: ____________________   
Value of Donation: $___________________________  
Do you need a representative of Assumption School to pick up your donation:  (yes/no)   

AUCTION DONATION FORM
Your contribution to the Assumption School Auction is tax deductible. Our Federal Tax ID# is 94-2603999
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