The Great Gatsby Chapter 1

1. Underline positive words/images in one color and negative words/images in another color.
2. Review your color-coding. To what are the positive words/images related? To what are the negative words/images related?  For this question you need to take individual words, phrases and clauses and analyze their connotative effect and why Fitzgerald chose them.
3. How do these words/images make you feel about Gatsby? Why? How do you think Nick feels about Gatsby? Why?  Write a couple of paragraphs regarding your findings, but avoid using 1st person.

        If personality is an

unbroken series of successful gestures, then there was something gorgeous about him, some heightened sensitive-

ity to the promises of life, as if he were related to one of 
those intricate machines that register earthquakes ten 
thousand miles away.  This responsiveness had nothing to 
do with that flabby impressionability which is dignified 
under the name of the “creative temperament” –  it was 

an extraordinary gift for hope, a romantic readiness such 

as I have never found in any other person and which it is 

not likely I shall ever find again. No – Gatsby turned out

all right at the end; it is what preyed on Gatsby, what 

foul dust floated in the wake of his dreams that tempo-

rarily closed out my interest in the abortive sorrows and 

short-winded elations of men.

Color-marking Assignment II: Meeting Jay Gatsby, A Day of Distinction

Reread the passage below. Using three different colored pens: underline all of the adjectives associated with Jay Gatsby in one color, underline all of the words that seem positive to you in another color, and underline all of the words that seem negative to you in a 3rd color. Upon completing your color marking, please answer the questions below.

        He smiled understandingly – much more than under-

standingly. It was one of those rare smiles with a quality of

eternal reassurance in it, that you may come across four or 

five times in life. It faced – or seemed to face – the whole

external world for an instant, and then concentrated on you 

with an irresistible prejudice in your favor. It understood 

you just so far as you wanted to be understood, believed in 

you as you would like to believe in yourself and assured you

that it had precisely the impression of you that, at your best,

you hoped to convey. Precisely at the point it vanished – 

and I was looking at an elegant young rough-neck a year or

two over thirty, whose elaborate formality of speech just

missed being absurd. Some time before he introduced him-

self I’d got a strong impression that he was picking his

words with care.

Questions:

1. What are the words associated with Gatsby’s character? Based on those words, what kind of man does Nick present and what is the narrator’s attitude toward Gatsby?  Analyze the connotation of words/phrases/clauses and why Fitzgerald chose them for this question.
2. Are there more positive or negative words underlined? What does this suggest? Is there any suggestion that Gatsby may not be what he seems?

3. Compare this description of Gatsby with your previous color marking from Chapter 1. Is Nick’s description of Gatsby consistent or has it changed? In three or four sentences, describe your impression of Gatsby? Thoroughly explain how you have arrived at your impressions.

Detail
Consider:


We went up stairs, through period bedrooms swathed in rose and lavender silk and vivid with new flowers, through dressing-rooms and poolrooms, and bathrooms, with sunken baths – intruding into one chamber where a disheveled man in pajamas was doing liver exercises on the floor.



-F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby

Discuss:

1. List three general adjectives that you could use to describe this house. Explain the connection between the detail in Fitzgerald’s sentence and the adjectives you have chosen.

2. How does the disheveled man in pajamas . . . doing liver exercises on the floor help create the mood and atmosphere of the house?

Apply:

Rewrite the sentence eliminating the specific detail. Read your sentence to a partner and discuss the change in impact and meaning.

Detail

Consider:

“If it wasn’t for the mist we could see your home across the bay,” said Gatsby. “You always have a green light that burns all night at the end of your dock.”

Daisy put her arm through his abruptly, but he seemed absorbed in what he had just said. Possibly it had occurred to him that the colossal significance of that light had now vanished forever. Compared to the great distance that had separated him from Daisy it had seemed very near to her, almost touching her. It had seemed as close as a star to the moon. Now it was again a green light on a dock. His count of enchanted objects had diminished by one. (98)

As I went over to say good-by I saw that the expression of bewilderment had come back into Gatsby’s face, as though a faint doubt had occurred to him as to the quality of his present happiness. Almost five years! There must have been moments even that afternoon when Daisy tumbled short of his dreams—not through her own fault, but because of the colossal vitality of his illusion. It had gone beyond her, beyond everything. He had thrown himself into it with a creative passion, adding to it all the time, decking it out with every bright feather that drifted his way. No amount of fire or freshness can challenge what a man will store up in his ghostly heart. (101)
· F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby 

Discuss: 

1. How is the word “colossal” used in each passage?  What are other connections between words and images in the passages?

Apply:

Rewrite the passage using a word other than colossal, and change some of the other words in the passage.  What are the emotional and artistic effects of these changes? 

