Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #1

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal. 

1. Everyone should want his or her child to have a cell phone. Either a child gets a cell phone or the adult will not know where the child is after school.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. All students in the ninth grade need to get a laptop computer because it is essential for every ninth grader to have one. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. We should be able to have electronics during lunch and breaks. All the teachers and administrators just don’t want kids to have fun in school. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. The school personal just does not want students to have fun in school. The school staff does not understand the importance of injecting some fun in the school day to improve the academic achievement of the students.  School should not be a jail in which personal items are restricted or confiscated. Students should be able to listen to music at school so they can have some fun. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. If students are allowed to have electronics in school, they will not do well in classes and on standardized tests. Test scores have been slowly going down since the development of cell phones and portable music players. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Don’t be like all the rest of the kids on campus with their ears occupied with buds of music and their eyes locked on cell phone display screens. Be a step above the average student and avoid the electronic trend that holds the regular kid in thrall.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Every year the school has to investigate either lost or stolen electronic devices. These are often expensive items that might be best if they are safely left at home instead of being brought to school where they might be stolen from lockers or backpacks. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. My mom said it was okay for me to bring my iPod to school. She is the one who bought it for me so you better not take it away. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. It doesn’t matter to me that you think it is a bad idea for me to bring my electronics to school. These are my belongings and I will use them whenever I want. You can give me a hundred reasons to not do it and I still won’t stop bringing them to school. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. One day at my school, my $400 dollar 80 GB iPod was taken out of my backpack in the gym. I went to report the theft to the dean’s office but they took out the District memorandum that stated that electronic devices are not allowed on campus. They told me that they couldn’t do anything and that I was informed from the beginning that no electronic devices should be brought to school. I realized too late that it was a bad idea to bring them on campus.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  
Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #2

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal. 

1. Tania had trouble in school for the last couple years. Her grades improved when she got a job after school. Having students get an after school job, will increase student responsibility and improve grades. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. The CEO of Kentucky Fried Chicken issued a statement on the issue of part-time jobs for high school students stating, “We at Kentucky Fried Chicken believe that the benefits of student getting a part-time job far outweigh the disadvantages.” ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. It is not a good idea for students to get part-time jobs while in high school because it might impact their lives for the worst. Therefore, students should not get part-time jobs. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Often times, a part-time job will teach a person to have greater responsibility. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. According to the latest US Census Press Release, 22% of high school students from the age of 15 to 17 are holding down either a full or part-time job (Walter 25).  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Some parents might think that a part-time job is a good way to teach life lessons for students, but there is a hidden danger in this belief. It is true that students need to be responsible; however, students can exhibit responsibility in school by being on time, being prepared and completing tasks while gaining skills. Part-time jobs can be beneficial but the skills they usually teach are skills that are less important to a student than those attained in school. Most part-time jobs teach skills that are menial or in other words, of such a low quality that they are only useful in that job. School can teach all the same skills of a part-time job and more while not sacrificing grades to a time-consuming side job. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. When the alternative is a part-time job, there is no other option but allowing students to focus on their schoolwork and studies. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Come submit an application for Target. While all your friends have to beg their parents for allowances every weekend, you can be the independent one who earns their own pay and will have more than enough money to spend on the weekends.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. The greedy corporations of America need to create a workforce that will toil for monetary scraps and will promote part-time jobs for high school students in hope that these students will do poorly in high school and destroy their own chances at a university education, which in turn will make them a permanent part of the minimum wage slave class. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. High school students need to learn responsibility by getting a part-time job. Students are known for being lazy. We cannot have lazy students and kids anymore. We must fight against the laziness of America’s youth. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  
Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #3

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal. 

1. Since the times of the one room schoolhouse in the early days of this country, schools have always had a relatively early start time.  There is no reason why that should change now. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. This new generation of selfish, whining kids want to blame everything other than themselves for their inability to succeed in life. They complain that school starts too early and that is why they do not do well. Forget Generation X. This is Generation Me! Me! ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. When I was in high school, my parents' response whenever I complained of feeling overwhelmed was: You'll sleep well tonight. But even though I tried to go to bed early, I often wouldn't be able to drift off until close to midnight. So when my alarm went off at 6:15 a.m., getting up was a serious test of will. At the time, I felt personally cursed.
____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Many people know that when you get less rest than you need, performance, mood, and ability to focus are affected in usually a negative way.
____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. We basically have two options; either keep the school’s start time at 7:25 am or push it back and have school begin at 9:00 am. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. This is Paris Hilton here just telling you that school is like really important and sleep is really important too. So make sure you are getting enough sleep so you can do good in school. ‘Cuz doing good in school is hot. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. A study released last year by the National Sleep Foundation (NSF) showed that 75 percent of teenage respondents were not getting the recommended amount of sleep on school nights.
____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8.  Schools start too early, which keeps all the kids tired and decreases the amount of learning occurring in our educational systems across the nation. ____________________
Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. If the administrators would be willing to push back the start time for our school, teachers will teach better, students will learn more, test scores will improve and more kids would go to college. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Although students not getting enough sleep impacts them negatively, the actual time that schools begin is not really the problem.  Moving a school’s start time either earlier or later will have a minimal effect on how well rested students are. Human beings sleep patterns are not fixed. Oftentimes, if school starts later, students will stay up later and if school starts earlier, students will go to bed earlier. In the end, students will be tired either way. A better solution might be flexible educational models that do not run on bell schedules.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  
Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #4

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal. 

1. Once students are in school uniforms, gang activity will end and students will not bully each other anymore. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. All students value individuality. They think that they should have the right to pick what clothing they want to wear. Even if schools demand school uniforms, no students will wear them. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Schools and teachers just want to take away our freedom. They don’t like the fact that we are young and can wear cool clothes that they cannot wear. They are jealous of our youth.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Most of the prestigious and elite private schools in the nation have school uniforms. We need to set ourselves apart from the regular schools in our district and adopt uniforms.   ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. In general, inappropriate clothing is distracting to others. It often causes people to stare or talk about the clothing when they could be focused on other things.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Being forced to wear school uniforms makes it like we are all in jail and makes innocent students feel like convicted felon walking the yard in San Quentin. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. A school must make decision between two options. Students should either not wear uniforms and there will continue to be problems or students can wear uniforms and the school climate will improve. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Some people might think that the only option a school has is either school uniforms or students are free to choose whatever they want to wear.  Since both options have their good points and bad points, a third option might be best. Schools can enact a dress code. A dress code will give some uniformity to students’ clothing but also allow students to express some individuality. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Students do not like school uniforms because they are unpopular.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Many of the elementary and middle schools in LAUSD already require students to wear uniforms. From the year before uniforms were required, 1993-1994, to 1995, assault and battery cases in grades K-8 have dropped 34 percent, physical fights between students have dropped 51 percent and there were 32 percent fewer suspensions. (LAUSD 203). ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #5

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal. 

1. It is crucial that we recycle because it is important to reuse any trash that we throw away. ______________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Garbage usually goes into landfills. Of the garbage produced each year in the United States, 42% of it is paper according to the National Institute of Sanitation and Recycling. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Recycling helps to preserve precious resources by reusing older material, which relieves some of the need to use new resources.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. During my early childhood, I used to live near a garbage dump. Over the years I watched the city need more and more space for all the trash that was being brought to the dump. The scent from the burning trash was odious and it seemed as if the garbage dump was more than just a place but a creature that was growing and trying to overtake my neighborhood. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. For years human civilization did not recycle and everything was fine. So now if we don’t recycle we will be fine just like we have in the past. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. People who do not recycle are selfish and wasteful monsters that consume and abuse Mother earth. _________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Most people think that garbage is useless and has no value; however, many people have found creative means to utilize the things people throw out to improve their lives and life on the planet in general. By recycling cans and bottles, people can make a little bit of spending money. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. It wasn’t until America started nationwide recycling that the problem with our planet’s resources started.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Although recycling might be important, it is more essential that we invest our effort and money into creating products that are more eco-friendly.  Funding research into better and safer products should be our focus. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Bono from the world famous band U2 wants you to join him for the Save the Earth march for increasing recycling awareness. Join him and his celebrity friends on Monday July 27th for Save the Earth. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #6

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal. 

1. Young people are illegally downloading music because they don’t want to pay for it. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Since the days that music could be bought, people had to go to the store and buy albums. It ought to be that way now. Instead people are able to download files onto their computers in seconds. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Illegally downloading music is wrong because it is illegal. We must stop this illegal practice. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. If I can download music and movies for free, I am going to do it. Who wouldn’t want to get stuff for free? I don’t care if artists are losing money and people think it is wrong. Getting free stuff makes it okay. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. When you download music, you don’t get the full color art booklet or the nicely pressed CD. Why have a blank disc with Sharpie writing when you can have the actual CDs. Real music fans collect the CDs. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. I am a struggling musician who has invested the little money I do have in my music career. I create music with immense passion, and want people to enjoy my music. I don’t mind if they preview my music online but I can’t count the number of people who have told me that they will not buy my album but just download it for free. I may have to give up my love for music and stop recording. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Plain and simple, illegal downloading is stealing. The criminals who commit these crimes need to be punished. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. The IFPI estimates that almost 20 billion songs were illegally downloaded in 2005. The overwhelming majority of reputable third party research shows that illegal file-sharing has been a key factor in the recording industry’s 22% worldwide sales declines between 1999 and 2004 (Source: IFPI). ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Although I am not for the illegal downloading of music, it is not because of the supposed economic impact on the music industry. The real problem with illegally downloading music is that the music becomes disposable. Much like anything that is free or inexpensive to the degree of pointlessness, buyers will not respect it. In a strange twist on capitalism, value and reverence is actually created through the process of paying for it. When something is free, we cherish it much less. Music deserves better than this. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. This is T.I., the King of the South, here to tell you that illegal downloading is ruining the music industry. Keep rappers employed and buy your music! ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #7

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal. 

1. No one should be allowed to define when someone becomes an adult. I have been out on the streets since I was eleven. I became an adult when my parents threw me out. I deserve all the rights of an adult when adults can no longer take care of me. I don’t care what anyone says. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Just two weeks ago, I went to the movie theater and I tried to see the latest horror movie. The ticket booth operator told me that I wasn’t old enough to see the movie because it was rated R and you had to be seventeen or over to see that movie without an adult.  So I told him I wanted a ticket for the new Disney movie and he charged me $10.25 which is the adult price for a ticket. I asked him why do I have to pay adult ticket prices if I do not have access to adult movies.  The ticket operator said to either buy a ticket or he was going to have security escort me off the grounds.  We must stop this abuse of our rights and demand that the adult age is set across all levels of society. We should not only be adults when it is beneficial to the powers-that-be and children when they feel like it is best. We need to demand our rights! ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. The age of adulthood in California has been eighteen for many years and the drinking age has been twenty-one for years as well. It has worked out for the better and should remain that way. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. People are not responsible enough at the age of eighteen to have all the rights that adults of twenty-one years of age have. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. We have to ensure a level of responsibility in our population by not giving too many rights to people even when they turn eighteen. Therefore, we wait until twenty-one to give people their full rights as adults. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. The government has set the legal age of adulthood, the driving age and the drinking age. We should honor an institution that has existed for over two-hundred years and served its population well by honoring its laws. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. This is a tragedy for young adults to be stripped of their human rights while being manipulated into cheap wage laborers and soldiers for the country that tries to keep them disempowered. They will let them drive vehicles at the age of sixteen so they can work minimum wage jobs serving fries and get them slaughtered in warfare at the age of eighteen but will not let them have all their rights until twenty-one. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. America has two choices. Continue the rampant abuse of young people or face the youth of America as they rise up and violently demand their rights. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Even though sixteen may be a little too young to earn the title and rights to adulthood, there are a great many cultures that set the adult age at sixteen or less.  Many Latino communities and Jewish communities set the age of adulthood at younger than sixteen. Perhaps we should look to these communities to see how well this works out for them before we arbitrarily throw out any ideas about the appropriate age of adulthood. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. The reason that legal age of adulthood is set at eighteen and certain other rights are at an older or younger age is because adults are in charge of the laws. If children were in charge of establishing the laws, it would be different. Children should have a say in the laws that restrict them.____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #8

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Standardized tests are used to rank schools through the data accumulated from the tests. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. There should be some way to fairly evaluate the quality of our public schools. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Our schools were fine until the government decided to create standardized tests. Now, public perception of our schools is that the majority of them are bad because of these meaningless tests. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Standardized tests are not good measures of student learning because they do not effectively tell us what students know. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. We need to stop relying on standardized tests for evaluating our schools. This country is so caught up in trying to measure the quality of everything. Sometimes there are things you just can’t measure. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Standardized tests are a necessary evil. We either have some means of evaluating our schools or we go back to the time when schools did whatever they wanted and there was no accountability. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Many schools across this nation have embraced standardized testing as a means for improving and proving the quality of our schools. Do not leave your school out of the process. Support standardized testing. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. It has been correctly pointed out that standardized tests are based on state standards that all teachers should be teaching and therefore they are fair and lacking biases. However, some of the choices the test designers make are culturally and economically biased. For example, teaching vocabulary is one of the standards, but if the test designers select vocabulary that comes from a specific economic class than it leaves everyone outside of that cultural experience at a disadvantage. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. I was once one of these students who did not think that standardized tests were important. I used to start kind of trying, but after about the first hour, I’d just bubble anything. I thought, “why try if it doesn’t affect my grade?” But then I found out that the universities look at the schools ranking when making decisions for which students they accept. I then realized that I should take these tests seriously if I want to get into a good college. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. All of these standardized tests are unfair and poorly created because they are culturally biased. Standardized testing is wrong and cannot tell us anything about what students know.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #9

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. The director of the Parent Music Resource Center stated in 1985 that “popular music, especially hard rock and rap, is responsible for the glorification of many negative behaviors and it must be stopped” (United States Senate Hearing, 1985).  If the director of the PMRC is against these aberrant musical genres, parents should join against rap and rock music as well. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. The parents in this community are ready to fight against the music that is changing our children for the worst. Do not sit this one out and do not take this fight on alone. Join us at the neighborhood meeting as we discuss an action plan against overly violent and sexual music. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Rock and roll has always pushed the boundaries of what is decent in society. It started with artists like Little Richard and Elvis and continues with artists like Slayer and N.W.A. As long as youth music is around it will be this way. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Music does not make people do bad things because music is not some evil force that can influence people. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. With the popularity of rap and rock music, we have seen an increase in crime, violent behavior among teens, sexual behavior, drug use, and suicide.  If we can limit the amount exposure our children have to this music, we just might be able to save our kids. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. I will readily admit that all forms of art, including music, can influence individuals towards negative behaviors just as it can inspire them to positive action. Nevertheless, we need to end this tendency in society to assign blame on art for the weaknesses of individuals. Our society is filled with media that tries to inspire either fear or desire in us so that we buy the products they want us to buy and vote the way they want us to vote. Since society is probably not going to change anytime soon, we need to provide people with critical thinking skills to navigate through this world of powerful stimuli to ensure that when we act, we act consciously and not unconsciously. Only then will we be able to overcome the darker side of the media.   ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. As youth of America, we have different tastes in entertainment than our parents do. Does rock and rap music influence in negative ways? No, parents just don’t understand our music or us. They need to try and learn to understand us. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Rap and rock music isn’t even music. It is trash, not art. This garbage is making our kids social outcasts and attempting to destroy their futures so these criminals can make money. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Music can make us feel happy, sad or aggressive. Perhaps we should do further research into the link between music, biology and the mind before we take a stand, either way, on the negative impact of music on teens. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Hello, this is Jonathan Davis of the band Korn. I want to take a moment of your time to ask you to vote no on Proposition 666, which is attempting to regulate the artistic content of music through a group of politicians that okay music coming out of the record companies. Save the music, vote no on Proposition 666. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional
Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #10

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. There is no reason why certain breeds of dogs like pit bulls, Rottweilers, Chows, and Akitas should be owned by people. They are savage monsters that are dangerous to society and other dogs. We need to destroy these dog breeds to keep our communities safer.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. It doesn’t matter how dangerous these dogs can be. I like pit bulls. I’ve seen the news broadcasts of these kinds of dogs attacking people. My dogs are sweet to me. They have never hurt anything. They are only dangerous when other dogs come around. But it isn’t really their fault.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. In 1994, the most recent year for which published data are available, an estimated 4.7 million dog bites occurred in the United States, and approximately 799,700 persons required medical care (1). Of an estimated 333,700 patients treated for dog bites in emergency departments (EDs) in 1994 (2), approximately 6,000 (1.8%) were hospitalized (3). In fatalities occurring between 1995-2007, there have been less than two hundreds deaths (5). Each year, the majority of dogs that have killed have been from one of the major aggressive breeds and there have not been any Cocker spaniels or Labradors on the list (National Canine Research Council, 1).  

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Certain breeds of dogs are innately aggressive, which is a fundamental part of what these dogs are. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. It was my daughter’s birthday and we were out trying out her new tricycle. She was laughing as she slowly moved her red bike down the sidewalk. Suddenly, a large Rottweiler appeared at the end of street. It didn’t growl or bark but just rushed the speeding tricycle that had my baby girl. We began yelling at the dog but it didn’t stop. It knocked my daughter off the bike and began biting her while she screamed. Her screams were filled with terror and pain and we attempted to kick the dog off of her. Finally, the dog turned and attacked my brother and we were able to pull my blood soaked daughter away from the dog.  My daughter’s face is now scarred and she will not go near dogs without crying.  There was no reason why that dog attacked my daughter. There is no reason why that dog should remain alive.   ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Either we allow these dangerous dog breeds to roam our neighborhoods and endanger our children or we need to outlaw these dogs. Which side are you on? ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. The popular media attempts to demonize certain breeds of dogs as dangerous.  The media has a tendency to simplify things in a way that hides the truth.  People need to know that the media only gives one side of a story and that there is always the other side. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. If we can regulate these dangerous dog breeds, we will stop fatal and nonfatal dog attacks. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. If you ask a licensed and honest dog breeder, they will tell you that pit bulls, Rottweilers and other supposedly “dangerous” dog breeds are no more dangerous than a Bassett hound or Golden Retriever.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Pit bulls are aggressive dogs that should not be trusted around children or the elderly. They will eventually turn on their owners and either hurt people or other animals. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #11

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Teachers should assign homework. Richard Marzano, an education specialist, recommends that “homework is assigned often and with sufficient peer and/or teacher feedback” (210). ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Persistent and pervasive homework schedules can be of supreme benefit to young scholars in your classes and can be most enlightening for the instructors as well. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Teachers have said that they do not assign homework at this school because many students will not do it. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Homework has been a part of the American education system since its early days. To attempt to do away with homework now is a mistake of some significance. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. Homework is a way for students to practice certain academic skills outside of class and to reinforce learning. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. There are only two options. Complete the homework or fail the test. Which one do you plan on doing? ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Homework is a waste of time. I never learn anything when teachers assign homework. Teachers never check the homework anyway. So why do it? ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. The decline of the American education system can be directly associated with the decline in how much homework is being assigned in primary and secondary schools. The amount of time students spend on homework has dropped by over 40% since 1970. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. We don’t do the homework because we don’t understand the homework. How can we do something we don’t understand? The teachers don’t teach well and that is the problem. We need better teachers.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. It is well known that homework can improve student learning; however, teachers need to do more than just assign homework. Even just cursory perusal of student homework is not enough to warrant assigning homework. Homework needs to be returned to students promptly and with constructive feedback for homework to really be worthwhile. If teachers are not willing to properly evaluate homework, they are better off not assigning it at all. Assigning homework without appropriate feedback is both a waste of students’ effort and teachers’ time.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #12

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. These kids have the manners of pigs. They all leave their garbage on the tables even when there is a trashcan inches away from their trash. These kids have never had to cleanup after themselves. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. As mature students, we need to make sure we do not act like all these other kids at school by not getting rid of our own trash. We do not want to be mistaken for 9th graders, so let’s throw away our trash. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Everyone should take part in campus beautification. We can transform our campus into a place befitting of gods with sparkling floors, lush grass and unmarred hallways. Let’s keep it clean, green and serene. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. You ask us why we don’t throw our trash away? It is because we are not given enough respect as young people on this campus. If you won’t give us respect, we will not respect your school. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. If we continue to allow students to get away with not cleaning up after themselves, they will never be responsible young adults.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. In this month’s addition of the school newspaper, the president of the student leadership council is calling for students to pickup after themselves. “We will prove to administrators, teachers and staff that we are responsible young adults by simply cleaning up after ourselves.” ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Don’t be left out of the movement. Join our students as we not only cleanup our school campus but go to the middle schools to be role models for the younger students and show them the importance of cleaning up after themselves. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. The reason students do not throw their trash away is because the campus is already trashed and it does not seem to make a difference.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Individuals should clean up their trash before they leave an eating area in a public place. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Man, I’m not cleaning up my food at lunch. That is what they pay these custodians for. It doesn’t matter if they turn off the vending machines. And I don’t care if it is my trash, I’m not getting paid to clean. The janitors can clean that up. I’ll just walk away like whatevers. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #13

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Public schools have a limited number of options. They can either have school-sanctioned prayers or prayer can be banned from the campus.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Prayer is a part of this country and has been a part of this country forever. The fact that we are trying to keep prayer out of the public schools is absurd. References to God are on our money and in our Pledge of Allegiance. With such a history of prayer in this country, prayer needs to be in our public schools. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Human laws are attempting to keep prayer out of our schools not realizing that divine laws supersede the laws of man. Look to the divine laws for the solution to this problem.    ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. When I was in grade school, the teacher led the class in a prayer during a Thanksgiving celebration. I remember feeling strange as the class prayed to a god I did not know anything about. My family had different beliefs and I was unable to participate in the prayer. Some of the other kids noticed that I wasn’t participating and later asked me why I didn’t pray. No child should have to feel like an outsider just because their family has different religious beliefs. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. Although I am not for school-sanctioned prayer in our public education system, I do believe that students and teachers should have the right to pray and organize religious social clubs. However; they should not be allowed to use class time to promote any religious agenda. Club business should only be held at lunch or before and after school. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Prayer should be allowed in school. The only reason you do not want prayer in school is because you are probably an atheist. Are you an atheist? Do you believe in God?  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. One of the Court's most controversial decisions came in Engel v. Vitale, decided in 1962. The case involved a prayer written by the New York Board of Regents. Though the prayer was non-denominational, the Supreme Court deemed it necessary to strike it down. Justice Black wrote, "it is no part of the official business of government to compose official prayers for any group of American people to recite as part of a religious program carried out by the Government." ___________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. If we allow prayer in school, there will be a degradation of educational quality and reliance on superstition. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Prayer in schools will enrich the school campus with a reverent atmosphere for God and country.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Many people believe in a higher power and use prayer as a personal means of worship. It is unlikely that personal prayer can be regulated. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  
Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #14

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Racism will continue forever and will not end until humankind is extinct or when we are all one color and people through genetics. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. I said something mean to those kids and they tried to attack me. That is why I am racist towards those kinds of people. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. None of those people are decent. They all do horrible things to each other and others when given the chance. You cannot trust them. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. One time not long ago, I was hanging out with my friends when these guys jumped us. They pulled up in cars and got out and beat us up. It was like ten to three. We never even gave them reason to hurt us. It was totally unwarranted. Since that day, I have not liked those people. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. Although people of a certain race may commit crimes or hurt others, the actions of specific individuals do not represent a whole group of people. Just because someone of a certain race did something you did not like does not mean that every single person of that race would do the same thing. To think that one person can represent a whole race of people is absurd.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Racism is based on fear and hatred. When you fear for your well-being or let your hatred overcome your good sense, you have a tendency to be racist. Do not let yourself succumb to the hellish trap of fear and hatred. Liberate yourself from the plague of racism. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Racism is a fact of life. These people give us a reason to be racist. You must be some sort of hippy liberal that is all about peace and love.  Life isn’t all flowers and music. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Do not be like the crude, unthinking people who promote fear and disunity. Join the Students for a United People to decry racism and be one of the freethinking elite. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. You can tell me all the different reasons why I shouldn’t be racist but it doesn’t matter. I don’t like those people. There is just something about them I don’t like. Even though I’ve never met them before, I don’t like those people. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Everyone is racist when it comes to some group of people. That is just part of our human experience and will be until humans do not exist.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #15

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Random searches will prevent school shootings by being able to catch the perpetrators before they go on a rampage.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Tighter security on school campuses come amid statistical signs of an overall decrease in school violence. A recent study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association showed a 30% decline from 1991 to 1997 in the number of students carrying weapons to school and a 14% decline in student fights. During the past school year, according to the U.S. Justice Department, there were about half the number of school-related violent deaths as there were six years earlier. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Random searches are not the answer to campus security problems.  Students have fundamentally changed since the old days. They no longer respect authority and have a general tendency towards criminal behavior.  We need to reestablish a respect for authority in this generation of children.   ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. “Schools have gone overboard with their random searches,” high school student Sarah Rollins told a student journalist. “I am almost constantly worried when a security guard is around or school personal enters my classrooms. Even though I know I am not a criminal, they are so strict on everything. If you have any writing in your notebook that is in the style of graffiti they take your notebook, lecture you and threaten you. Once I had two aspirin tablets and I almost got suspended. These random searches keep us on edge and harm the learning environment of the campus.”  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. School campuses were not always so strict with campus security; therefore, there is no need for them to conduct random searches of lockers, cars and students now.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. "Over this summer, we have had school boards putting together the most restrictive policies we have ever seen," says Diana Philip, director of the A.C.L.U. of Texas for the northern region, which has filed several suits against schools. "A lot of them are in clear violation of the Fourth Amendment, which guarantees freedom from unreasonable searches." ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Schools should do as much as they can to keep their students safe. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Random searches are essential to safeguarding our innocent students from the scum disguised as students and parents who enter our campuses to hurt and kill our children. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Since school staff does not trust students by conducting random searches, we will give them a reason not to trust us by bringing illegal objects on campus. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. The principal of this school believes that the need for random searches far outweigh any concerns students, teachers, and parents may have over student rights. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #16

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Marriage has always been a social institution for a man and a woman. This should not change now because we have a bunch of liberal politicians and supporters calling for the gay marriage. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. The conservative agenda against homosexual Americans is an insidious war against American civil liberties waged by political demagogues that have no true morality.   ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Homosexuals should not be allowed to marry. It is ridiculous that two men or two women should be allowed to marry. The reason homosexuals should not be allowed to marry is because the purposes of marriage are for procreation and the raising of children. Homosexuals are unable to procreate. If they cannot have children, they should not be allowed to marry.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. The Christian conception of marriage is only one perspective on what marriage is. Marriage is an institution that has evolved throughout time. Marriage today means something far different than what it meant in the past. Nowadays marriage is the establishment of a loving bond between two people that is intended to last until the end of their life spans. Whether or not a heterosexual or homosexual couple is able to have children within a marriage is not a fundamental aspect of marriage. Love between two people should be the only requirement.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. If we allow homosexuals to get married, we will endanger the foundations of American society and promote the moral decay of all Americans. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. I have been committed to and lived with my partner for forty years. As we enter the twilight of our lives, we have been hoping that the marriage laws in America would change so that we might officially marry before one of us passes away. The desire to commit yourself to the person you love through the institution of marriage is not only a feeling that heterosexuals experience.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. The California Family Code states that “marriage is a personal relation arising out of a civil contract between a man and a woman, to which the consent of the parties capable of making that contract is necessary. Consent alone does not constitute marriage. Consent must be followed by the issuance of a license and solemnization as authorized by this division, except as provided by Section 425 and Part 4 (commencing with Section 500) and that “only marriage between a man and a woman is valid or recognized in California.”  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. It is time to become forward thinking Americans and not allow the overwhelming history of discrimination and prejudice in this country influence our thinking. Do not be manipulated by a tradition of bigotry. Support same-sex marriages and become a modern and progressive citizen of this country. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Gay people in this country must accept that they will never receive the privilege of marriage. They can accept this fact or go someplace else that allows same-sex marriage. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. The right to marry is important because people should be able to marry if they choose to commit themselves in a legally binding relationship. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #17

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Hey whoadie, this is Lil’ Wayne keeping the block hot with the Cash Money Millionaires. We want to keep your schools hot too. So you need to support the Save the Music Foundation and keep music instruction in our schools. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Elective options for students are an essential aspect of school curricula that may lead to increased self-confidence among students and help to create brilliant renaissance men and women.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. People, including children, respond to situations better when they are given options and the ability to choose. This is why electives are an important part of a school’s schedule. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. A wide variety of electives are important to student educations. We need to diversify the public school’s curricula in an effort to prevent the government agenda of turning students into simpleminded workers who can communicate and do simple math but who are not smart enough to critically think about the world around them.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. We need electives in schools. I have read education books on the subject and they convey the importance of electives in schools.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Students can barely read and write. Electives are not academically rigorous classes. Therefore, we need to get rid of all the elective classes and focus our students on core academic classes like English and math. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7.  The only option schools have to combat the low performance scores of their students is to increase the amount of time students spend on core academic classes. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Concern over students’ basic skills is a reasonable concern; however, simply getting rid of all electives and focusing purely on academic core classes may not be the best answer. It is important to remember that language and mathematical skills can be taught alongside other content in these elective classes. Moreover, students who have a degree of choice in what classes they take will probably be more willing to come to school and learn. If we dictate every class a student takes, they may not care enough about school to pay attention or even show up to class. If students are disengaged from the schooling process, their skills will not improve even if the day only consists of math and English. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. In 2005, Rocksdale High School attempted to increase its attendance rate among 10th grade students by revamping their academic year to include more flexible options for electives. Their attendance rates went up 40% with the change in class options (Portwater School District 23). ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. If we do not provide students with a variety of elective courses, students will not be well-rounded individuals. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #18

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Graffiti allows regular people to vent their frustration and express their desires to the public without having to go through the restrictive and elitist media that corporate America controls. The city is the canvas for the messages of the voiceless. The government needs to empower the people so that they have a voice legally or graffiti will continue to be the voice of the people. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. There is no denying that graffiti is an act of vandalism. Yet corporations are able to erect advertisements that push the agenda of the privileged in this country so that wherever you look there is an ad for some sort of product or message of conformity. Graffiti is the counterstrike to the flood of corporate crap that hangs grotesquely all over our cities. Even though you might argue that the corporations pay for their advertisement space. As taxpayers, we pay for the creation and upkeep of these public spaces as well.  We should have a say in what confronts are eyes on a daily basis and not just leave the control of public space to the wealthy. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Taggers are like dogs pissing on trees to mark their territory. It is animalistic and it fouls up our cities. These kids need to be rounded up and beaten with a cane so they will stop this crap.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. People should not ruin other people’s belongings by spray-painting them. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. These graffiti writers try to defend their garbage by saying it is “art.” Graffiti is not art. There is nothing artistic about it. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Graffiti has been around since the days of cave paintings by early man. It was an attempt for the common people to tell their stories so that others could see them. It continued with the Egyptians and their hieroglyphs and we still do it today. The act of producing graf is a natural extension of being human and should not be persecuted.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Man, it doesn’t matter to me where I throw up a piece. I know a lot of cats claim that we shouldn’t touch regular people’s stuff but I’ll put up a piece on the side of someone’s house if it is in a good location that a lot of heads will see. &#$@!, I’ll spray paint someone’s car if I know it is going to a place I want to be known in. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Join your local Neighborhood Watch meeting this Thursday as we discuss how to curb vandalism in our communities. Get active and improve our communities. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. If people are not allowed to express themselves through graffiti, people will rise up and overthrow this tyrannical system. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. A 2006 survey of the 88 cities, Caltrans and Metro in Los Angeles County on graffiti removal found the cost was about $28 million (Los Angeles County of Public Works).  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  
Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #19

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. There is no need for citizens to be armed. This country has an effective law enforcement system that protects its citizens. The people who are for gun ownership are unreasonable and just want to have any reason to have a gun. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. There should be no denying that fact that guns are lethal weapons that have led to a lot of death in this country; however, the anti-gun lobby have attempted to scapegoat guns as the problem. They think that if we can get rid of guns suddenly violence among humans will magically disappear.  They are unable to see the real causes of violence in this country and just want to blame an inanimate tool. They take this demonization of objects so far that they melt down these guns as if they were the essence of evil. A gun is unable to do anything without a human behind it. When humans did not have guns, they still killed each other.  Our energy may best be spent on figuring out how to prevent the desire to kill others rather than vilifying inanimate objects.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. My son was accidentally shot by his best friend. He is no longer with us because there was a gun in his best friend’s house. Now, we have a child in his grave and another one so psychologically damaged that he may never be the same again. We have two families ruined because of a gun. Perhaps your opinion of gun ownership would change if you had to live with the fact that a gun robbed you of your child. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Ridding this country of the influx of guns would bring the murder rate down to almost nothing and free up law enforcement to place their energy on other types of crimes. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. Americans have a long history of private citizens owning guns. There is no good reason under God’s green earth to change that now. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. We cannot always rely on law enforcement to protect our loved ones and personal property. There are not enough police for crime prevention. They need to find a way to improve the effectiveness of law enforcement in this country. If they are unable to do this, then they need to let the citizens arm themselves. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Guns are dangerous weapons that must be handled with care and kept away from children. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. The second amendment of the Constitution declares “the right of the people to keep and bear arms” (U.S. Constitution).  If the greatest law of this country states that we should be allowed to have guns, then the law must be upheld. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Many of these people calling for gun ownership rights are lunatics that are attempting to build their own militias in a paranoid fervor to combat a nonexistent governmental enemy.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. I will not give up my guns to any man or government regardless of the situation. You are going to have to pry these guns out of my cold dead hands before I willingly allow anyone to confiscate them. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  
Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #20

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Making birth control available to high school students is a mistake. It will lead to collapse of the moral fiber of this nation and rampant teen sex. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. My children are not having sex. In fact, they are not even thinking about having sex. Sex isn’t something that crosses their minds at all. No, sex isn’t even an issue for my kids ‘cuz they are good kids. Condoms don’t need to be in schools, because high school kids aren’t dealing with that issue yet. They are too young. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Schools have not been the place for the distribution of birth control until quite recently. Schools should leave the promotion and supplying of birth control to organizations like Planned Parenthood. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Schools need to provide students with current and factual information about sexuality as well as provide students, who request it, with birth control. Parents, with their own agendas or inhibitions, cannot be trusted to impart this information to their children. Parents have a tendency to try and push their own values on their children. Children should be free to make their own choices.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. The hard truth is that some teenagers will be having sex and while birth control should be made available to them, we should not give up so easily on the promotion of abstinence as a viable means to combat teen pregnancy and other negative social repercussions of sex among teens. This has nothing to do with any sort of religious morality. Sexuality is extremely fragile. A lot of the mistakes we make when we are really young with our romantic lives lead to negative patterns and a negative self-image later in life. If we encounter people that simply want to take advantage of us when we are young, whether they are our peers or older, we often don’t realize it until it is too late. We are much better equipped to make important decisions about romance and sexuality when we are older and have more experience about human nature. That is why promoting a realistic and viable abstinence program should not be given up. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. To counter the growing number of teenagers infected with the HIV virus and increased rates of teen pregnancy, almost four-hundred public junior high and high schools nationwide, including those in New York, Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia, have begun distributing condoms to students (Washington Post 1994). ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7.  Schools are not the place for condom distribution because schools should not provide birth control to students. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Hey, this is Ol’ Dirty Bastard from the Wu-Tang Clan and I have nine kids and even though I’m a rapper I still wished they had condoms in my high school so I wouldn’t have to use so much of my money to keep them happy. Most of you do not have as much money as me so save the children before they are born. Don’t have them. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Teenagers and young adults without stable lifestyles are often not best suited for having and raising children. Abstinence or birth control are two options for avoiding teen pregnancy. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. When you have unprotected sex you run the risk of contracting a sexually transmitted disease or having a child. Condoms greatly reduce the risk of contracting a sexually transmitted disease and greatly reduce the risk of pregnancy.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #21

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Foods high in fat, sodium and sugar are unhealthy when eaten often and in large portions and is a major cause of heart disease.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. People should not eat too much junk food but eat it in moderation. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Schools can ban junk food and remove it from the cafeteria and the vending machines. I will just go to the gas station across the street and load my backpack with chips, cookies, candy bars and sodas to sell them to students on campus. Kids can decide what they want to eat; I won’t let the school stop me regardless of the reasons. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. If you don’t eat junk food, you will be the fittest and healthiest person in the school.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. Why should your school be like all the others in the district? Prove that your school is better. Show that your students do not need junk food to eat. End the reign of junk food at your school.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Do not let kids wolf down all the gluttonous fat and death-inducing sugar that tempts them into wasting their money on the useless junk food they are forced to face everyday at school. Do not let your children fall prisoner to the monster that is junk food. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. For years schools did not allow junk food to be sold inside of school. Things were better this way, so why change it?____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Our schools were healthy until the advent of food corporations “sponsoring” schools and flooding the school with junk. These corporations want to get their hands on every aspect of American life and push their products on the American people. Capitalism has no morality and a corporation’s only drive is profit.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. When it comes to junk food in schools, there are only a couple options. Don’t allow junk food on campus or let the students engorge themselves on junk. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Junk food is very unhealthy because it is not good for your body. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #22

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. When I was little I always wanted a locker. I would always see the movies with students using their lockers and I’d wonder when the day would come that I would get my own locker. It seemed like a high school social institution—the locker with pictures of your friends on the inside and your friends gathered around talking about the weekend during the passing period. But when I got to high school, there were no lockers. Lockers are an important resource for students that are convenient and help the school climate.   ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. School lockers are good for students to leave their books and supplies in. All the teachers have cabinets to put their stuff and administrators have offices. The schools are just selfish and do not think of anyone else but the adults. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. It is for the best that students receive lockers because it would be good for the students. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. School lockers must be used at school. Schools must either install lockers or they need to pay for backpacks for all students. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. Most of the schools across this country have lockers. Do not let your school be the only one who does not have lockers. Provide school lockers for students. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Students are getting bad grades because they do not have a place to store and organize their textbooks and school supplies. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Without lockers, students often have to use backpacks to carry their books. Carrying heavy things on your back for a long period of time can lead to back problems later in life. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Students will use lockers for inappropriate things and only call for them because they just don’t want to take their books home.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. The evil and greedy schools are too cheap to assign us lockers. They enjoy watching us suffer with our heavy books and materials dragging us down. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. “We have had lockers at Belmont High for many years,” stated Tracy Locke, “and it was a convenient resource for managing the often overwhelming amount of books and papers that students confront in high school. Lockers are great for students!”  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #23

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. It is time for a change from the old model of schooling. Schools need to either come into the twenty-first century with online schools or remain in the outdated past of physical school sites. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. All these people who are clamoring for alternative models of education do not understand children. Children need more structure and less freedom. Online schools are bad because students do not do their work in regular school and definitely will not do it online. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. There is a relationship between how students learn and what they learn. Letting students enroll in online high schools will create antisocial people who will only live life through a computer. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Online schooling has been shown to have a powerful influence on student learning because they impact student learning in a positive way. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. There are currently online high schools to assist students in home schooling. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. In a recent survey, 83% of the United States top educators have come out in support of virtual schools for high schools. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Traditional schools were never for me. I did not relate to a lot of the students and wanted to bypass teenage cliques, immaturity and drama by accelerating my education. I completed high school early and was able to get into community college at sixteen because of online schooling. Instead of being worried about Grad Night, Prom and who was dating whom, I was able to focus on my studies and increase my workload at my own discretion. Online schools helped me graduate from a top university without getting bogged down in the social experiment that is actual high school.   ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Although virtual schools offer a great deal of educational flexibility, that flexibility can also serve to distract a student from their immediate goals, which is to learn and earn a high school diploma.  Oftentimes even the best students need the structure of having adults around to keep them on task for them to be productive students. Allowing students to pursue schooling on their own time does not work for a great deal of students unless they are extremely intrinsically motivated. While online schooling may benefit some students, most students probably still need traditional schools to help them achieve their goals. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. Palladium online schooling wants you to register for the virtual high school experience. There is a cornucopia of class options that regular high schools could only dream about. Here at Palladium, you will have access to the top teachers, video conferencing, discussion threads and filmed instruction.  Become more than just a high school student, become a technologically advanced student for a new age.    ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Most students are remaining at traditional high schools. You don’t want to miss out on dances, grade level activities, enrichment clubs, and sports. Remain with your friends and stay connected to your community by attending your local high school. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #24

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. War is a fact of life. Wars have occurred between humans since the start of human civilization. That fact will not go away now just because we have a bunch of peace activists. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. World peace can be achieved. First we must throw the Republicans out of office so that they no longer control the politics of America. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. War is cyclical and will not go away because war starts other wars.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. War of some type is necessary to subdue the enemies of a country. A country must do one of two things. They must either wage physical warfare on the enemy or wage economic warfare through embargos and other methods. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. Killing innocent people is wrong. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. All wars are waged for the benefit of the aggressor. Governments only go to war when there is something beneficial they can receive from warfare. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Our soldiers are risking their lives to secure our freedoms back at home and we need to support their efforts to protect us. Join all of America and support the war on terror. To do anything else would be un-American. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Do not follow blindly down the warpath of these unthinking Americans who are in support of warfare. Honor this country by being free thinkers and true American patriots by opposing the war on terror. To do anything else would be un-American. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. The only means for lasting peace is through warfare. The enemies of the free world need to be destroyed and then we will be able to live in peace. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. The United States has been involved in a total of thirteen major wars from the American Revolution of 1775 to the Global War on Terror of 2001 (U.S. Department of Defense 2007). ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #25

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. If you are willing to support the killing of unborn children, you are probably willing to support the killing of innocent human beings too! ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Although embryos are not humans, they are potential humans. If no complications arise during pregnancy, those embryos will become human beings. This is a fact that cannot be denied by the pro-choice faction.   ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. In a recent survey conducted by the University of Wisconsin, 83% of the people polled felt that abortion should be an option for women depending on certain conditions like protecting the mother from life threatening pregnancy complications and in instances of rape (University of Wisconsin, 2005). ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. I was 24 years old when I found out I was pregnant for the first time. I felt ambivalent towards my pregnancy. I was high risk for having a baby with birth defects. Often I think that if I was married, had a house and a steady income, I would be ok having a child that was ill. Or maybe I could work it out, being a young mom with a baby at home, but I didn't think I was strong enough to be a young mom with a chronically ill child. So I had an abortion. I remember waking up and being in the worst state I've ever been in my entire life. At least after childbirth, the pain would have been worth it because you have a little baby at the end. But now I had nothing. My boyfriend and my sister were waiting for me in the waiting room. As soon as I stepped out I started sobbing softly. I cried in the elevator. I cried in the walk to the car. I started screaming in the car on the way home. Small bursts of torture from the pain, torture from the regret, torture from why it had to be this way. But I think the worst part is what I've had to live with everyday since. I know too late now, that abortion is wrong.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. I don’t care what kind of sob story you present or what doctor tells me that there is no other way around it, abortion is wrong regardless of the circumstances. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. Abortion is a serious issue that should be discussed before any action is taken. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. People who support the pro-choice movement and these medical death camps were abortions are performed are a bunch of godless child killers who want to murder innocent babies. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. When I was fourteen, a friend of my parents began to abuse me sexually. The abuse continued for more than a year. Eventually, I threatened to expose him. I hoped that he would be scared and would stop. He didn't. Instead, he raped me. I fell into a deep depression. I attempted suicide twice. I became a drug addict and a cutter. I stopped attending school. All of this, I hid from my family, who would not have understood my reasons. After missing four periods, I became terrified that I was pregnant. A person gave me an herbal supplement that would terminate the pregnancy. I began to take it, knowing that it would poison me until my body gave up on the fetus. My symptoms were like the flu. I was pale, feverish, nauseous and weak. I continued to take the pills for eleven days. On the last day, I began to bleed. The discharge was thick and clotted, and lasted far longer than a typical period. After this, I went through a short period of mania. I was gleeful. A sick man had tried to ruin my life, but I had prevented him from giving his hatred a living face. No child would have to grow up knowing that his conception was an act of violence. And, I would not find myself chained to a symbol of abuse for the rest of my life. I don't regret my choice. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. The degradation of America’s religious traditions and the rise of atheism in this country has led to the increase in abortions performed on women. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. Support a woman’s right to choose. Nothing we have the right to choose can be wrong and abortion is a choice; therefore, abortion is not wrong. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #26

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. Students who are reluctant to exercise may benefit from a physical education class that includes a consistent exercise program. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. Physical education classes are torture. They force us to run forever until our hearts are about to explode and our lungs are about to give out. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. Eventually the Physical Fitness Test will be a high school graduation requirement like the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE). If a student does not meet proficiency on the PFT, then they will not receive a high school diploma.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. Physical education classes have too much physical work and are a waste of students’ time because students simply run around a track like a bunch of trained animals. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. We don’t learn anything in P.E. It is all physical activity. Physical activity, without any understanding about what the activity does or why we do it, is not learning. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. It comes down to one simple question. Should students have physical education classes so they remain healthy individuals or we remove P.E. classes and students slip into unhealthiness? ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. Anecdote____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. Exercise improves the overall health of a person.  ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. P.E. classes are horrible. They do not provide any educational value and are used to force students to exercise. The coaches just love watching us suffer for their enjoyment and get a perverse sense of power out of having kids run and do pushups just because they tell us to. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. When a person exercises, their heart rate increases and their metabolism speeds up, which leads to a healthier body. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #27

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #28

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #29

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

Persuasive Techniques & Fallacies

Practice #30

Read and evaluate the following passages based on your understanding of persuasive techniques. Label each passage with the most appropriate persuasive technique in the space provided and explain why it is that technique. Be sure to underline phrases and words that might provide evidence for your answer. You might also want to consider if the argument is mostly a logical or emotional appeal. The following persuasive techniques are potential answers: appeal to authority, arguing from “is” to “ought”, bandwagon appeal, either/or, over-generalization, invincible ignorance, red herring, loaded language, testimonials, snob appeal, false cause & effect, anecdotes, commonly accepted beliefs, facts, begging the question, counterclaim/rebuttal.

1. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

2. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

3. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

4. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

5. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

6. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

7. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

8. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

9. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

10. ____________________

Rationale: 








Appeal: Logical   or   Emotional  

