Play: Separation of Church and State 
Narrator:  Welcome ladies and gentlemen, today we will take a closer look at freedom of religion.  We have actors of all shapes and sizes, and more importantly, of varying acting skills, so listen close and pay attention, as they explain to us the separation of Church and State.

Fred: (singing) We wish you a Merry Christmas, We wish you a Merry Christmas…

Sally: (interrupts, upset) Fred, come on, sing a real Christmas Carol, you know, like the ones they sing in Church, like Silent Night.  
Fred: Actually Sally, we aren’t allowed to sing religious songs in school because there is a separation of Church and State in public schools.  
Sally: Fred, do you even know what that means…. We are still allowed to do what we want in schools… I think…. Well all that I know is that we should be allowed to sing what we want in school, because we have the right to practice any religion we want.  It’s the teachers that are not allowed to sing those carols in school.
Fred: Yes, we can practice any religion we want, but we do not have the right to force others to practice it as well.  So you can’t force me to sing about God, and you can’t force me to listen to you singing about God.
Sally: Fine, I will sing the carols myself…. (starts singing)

Fred:  I really wish you wouldn’t….

Narrator: So, who was right?  Was Fred right in saying that we can not sing Christmas carols about God in school or was Sally right in saying that we can practice our religion however we want, no matter what?

Discussion Question: Does singing Christmas carols about God at school conflict with the Separation of Church and State?

Narrator:  Welcome back.  Everyone has answered question 1, so let’s reveal the answer.  It turns out that public school teachers and other school officials are banned from playing Christmas carols in school that have anything to do with God or religion.  While you, the students are allowed to sing them, teachers are not allowed to.  We continue on with our story by looking at Jim, Sue, and Mr(s). McCormick.  

Jim: Mr. McCormick, will you lead us in prayer before this test, I am so nervous.
Mr. M:  Actually Jim, I can’t lead you in prayer, this is a public school.  The Supreme Court said in Engle v. Vitale that prayer, even if voluntary is a violation of the Separation of Church and State.

Jim: Are you serious??!! (sighs),  Ugh.  I am so sick of the government telling me what I can and can’t do. They go too far.  We should be able to have God in school if we want.  

Mr. M:  Now Jim, calm down.  You can pray.  I just can’t lead you in prayer.  So go ahead, pray for yourself. But remember, God doesn’t help those who don’t help themselves. So I hope you studied!
Sue:  Mr. McCormick, sorry to interrupt, but I heard what you and Jim were talking about, and I was wondering, are Jim and I allowed to pray out loud together… OR, (getting excited) maybe we could lead the whole class in prayer.

Mr. M: Sue, I appreciate your enthusiasm, but again, we can’t force anybody to pray in class, so you leading the entire class in prayer would not be allowed.

Sue: (to Jim) this is ridiculous! We should be able to pray when and where we want! That’s the point of having freedom of religion, not to stop us from praying.

Jim:  YEAH!

Mr. M:  Both of you need to calm down.  Everyone has the right to pray if they want, but they also have the right to not pray.  Freedom of Religion has to go both ways.  You have to have the right to pray, and the right to not pray as well.

Discussion Question: Should students be able to lead the entire class or school in prayer?  Why does this violate other student’s freedom of religion?

Narrator:  So where were we?…. Oh yes.  Let’s take a look at something a little different now… A father and son who are very, very upset about a school policy.

Son: (Crying) Dad, they told me if I want to go to school I have to get vaccinated for small pox .
Mr. Jacobson: (comforting son)  WHAT??!!  (gets upset)  ITS AGAINST OUR RELIGION TO GET VACCINATIONS! THEY CAN”T MAKE YOU DO THAT!

Son: I tried to tell them that… (crying) I really, really tried.  I am sorry Dad.

Mr. Jacobson: Don’t worry son, this is not your fault. I will go talk to them.

(At school)

Mr. Jacobson:  Mrs. Smith, as the school principal, you can change this position.  My religion says we are not supposed to use any modern medicine of any kind.  Vaccinations are a part of that.  We should get an exemption from getting a vaccination.
Mrs. Smith:  Mr. Jacobson, while I understand that you are morally against getting vaccinations, at the same time, vaccinations are necessary for the prevention of disease.  Small pox is a very horrible disease, and we are trying to prevent for future generations. You know death occurs in about 30% of all small pox cases.  It’s a very serious disease, and I for one do not want your child to get it.

Mr. Jacobson:  I understand what you are saying, but I still disagree.  I am against all medicine. I trust in God to protect me and my son from those things.  You have no right to require us to get this vaccine. 

Mrs. Smith:  It’s still not enough reason.  We have a right and a duty to protect our children in schools from catching this disease.  I am sorry Mr. Jacobson, but it’s the law.  You will have to comply.

Mr. Jacobson:  You still don’t understand.  All you can think about is the school’s best interest. I  am not just talking about “best interest” I  am talking about my religion, my beliefs, and my right to practice my religion as I choose. This violates the Free-Exercise Clause of the First Amendment.

Mrs. Smith: Mr. Jacobson, you need to calm down.  There are limitations on the first amendment, and this is one of them.  Please, sir.  We need to vaccinate children.

Mr. Jacobson: (YELLING) I refuse, and I am SUING! 

Discussion Question: Does a mandatory vaccination law violate Jacobson’s Fourteenth Amendment right to liberty and First Amendment Establishment Clause which states the government is not allowed to have a state religion?
Narrator:  So, what happened in that case?  The Supreme Court stated that the state and government has a right to require mandatory vaccinations where needed.  The vaccinations are needed to protect public health and safety of its citizens.  

Narrator:  Let’s look at another situation in school.  It revolves around a common activity in the classroom:  The Pledge of Allegiance.  

STUDENTS RISE and begin pledge (Martin remains seated)
Students:  I pledge allegiance to the flag, of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands.  

Ms. Geck:  Martin, you are going to need to stand and do the pledge.

Martin: Respectfully Ms. Geck, I refuse.  It’s against my beliefs.  

Ms. Geck:  Martin, you realize the consequences of this insubordination?! (getting upset) you have to salute, it is a part of the school day.  If you refuse, you will be suspended, and if this continues, it will result in expulsion.
Martin: Ms. Geck, please I am not trying to make a big deal out of this, I would just like to respectfully sit here while you continue, I am not looking to disrupt everyone else. I just think of the flag as a symbol, and saluting a symbol is against my religion.

Ms. Geck: And which religion in that Martin?  Some random religion you made up that is against the United States of America? Maybe Martinanity? Should we all be saying “All hail Martin”?  

Martin: No, no Ms. Geck, I swear. Because of my religious beliefs I feel that saluting a symbol, even a symbol of the United States, is wrong. It’s like worshipping something other than God.  Please, just let me sit here.

Ms. Geck:  I have never heard this before, and I can’t just let you sit here, you need to give the salute.  It’s not a choice.

Martin:  I refuse.  I sacrifice myself for the cause.  

Discussion Question: Does a compulsory flag-salute for public school children violate the First Amendment?

Narrator:  Welcome back folks. We are going to continue looking at the flag salute, and look at a more controversial question: The words “Under God”.  They appear in the flag salute, and on the dollar bill it says “In God we trust.”   Do these words violate the Establishment clause and the principle of Separation of Church and State?  Let’s listen in on a conversation between two friends:

John:  I think that we should take out the word “God” in the flag salute. It goes against the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment. 
Greg: I think you can’t make a blanket statement.  There are times when it is a good thing for the government to get involved in religion, and times when it a bad thing.  It doesn’t hurt anybody to have the words “Under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance. We are not required to say it.  People have a choice, and I think its fine to keep it in.  There is a huge percentage of Americans that are Christian, and even more believe in God.  That makes us a nation that believes in God.  It doesn’t say what God, so it’s not offending anybody.

John:  You are missing the point. First, there are people who believe in no God at all, atheists, and it might offend them.
Greg: Dude, I am going to have to disagree with you.  The government should reflect the people of the country. And this is a nation founded on Christian values. It reflects our traditions, and our history. To take it out would be wrong.

Discussion Question:  Does the phrase “One nation, under God,” violate the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment?
Narrator: Well, that’s all folks! I hope you enjoyed learning about the 1st Amendment and how it relates to freedom of religion. Although we have the right to choose any religion we want to follow and we also have a right to practice our religion however we want too, in some instances the Supreme Court has found it necessary to limit our rights.
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