Poetry Analysis Essay

Directions: You are to write an in-depth analysis of a poem/song.  Focus specifically on the use of three literary devices: imagery (smell, taste, touch, sight, hear), tone/mood, figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia, alliteration), symbolism, allusion, repetition, or rhyme.  *Be sure to include a copy of the poem/lyrics.
Hint: When incorporating quotes into a text:

for one line: “… wish that we were in his place” (l.12).

more than one line: “So on we worked…/ And went without the meat…” (ll. 13-14).

· Introduction: Attention getter/ hook; introduce the title of the poem and poet’s name.  Explain the overall theme/message.  What is the author trying to tell readers about life? End with your thesis statement (mention topic and attitude).

*Example thesis statement: Strong literary devices permeate throughout ___’s poem ____.

· Body A: Select one literary device used in the poem as a topic sentence.  Give examples as proof.
· Body B: Transition; select a second literary device used in the poem as a topic sentence. Explain its significance to the overall poem with examples.
· Body C: Transition; select a final literary device used in the poem as a topic sentence. Explain its significance to the overall poem with examples.
· Conclusion: How can you relate to this poem?  Possibly, give examples of how the poem relates to today.  End with some strong, general advice about life that the poet teaches readers.

1. “Mother to Son” (Hughes) p.160
2. “Those Winter Sundays” (Hayden) p.161

3. “Alone” (Poe) P.235

4. “The Road Not Taken” (Frost) p.330

5. “Starfish” (Cervantes) p.515

6. “in Just-” (Cummings) p.518

7. “Country Scene” (Hu’o’ng) p.528

8. “The Car” (Carver) p.532

9. “Daily” (Nye) p.536
10. “A Blessing” (Wright) p.538

11. “Fog” (Sandburg) p.545

12. “Fire and Ice” (Frost) p.548

13. “‘Hope’ in the thing with feathers” (Dickinson) p.550

14. “Fame in a Fickle Food” (Dickinson) p.553

15. “Tiburon” (Espada) p.555
16. “Fifteen” (Stafford) p. 558

17. “Internment” (Kono) p.560

18. “Sanctuary” (Francia) p.563

19. “Women” (Walker) p.565

20. “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” (Wordsworth) p. 571

21. “The Courage Lonely as a Cloud” (Millay) p.575
22. “Advice for a Stegosaurus” (Goodheart) p.578
23. “The Gift” (Lee) p.580

24. “Possum Crossing” (Giovanni) p.583
25. “Song of Myself, Number 32” (Whitman) p.585
26. “I Here America Sing” (Whitman) p.588

27. “Legal Alien/ Extranjera legal” (Mora) p.591
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Y
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Y
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Are modern examples addressed?

Y
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28.” Ballad of Birmingham” (Randall) p.600


29. “Caged Bird” (Angelou) p.1124


30. “Woman Work” (Angelou) p.1129
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