
Grade 8           Name __________________#___ 

16.1 The War Begins         Period ____ 

 

Read the section “The War Begins,” pages 510-515.  Then, answer the question below in a complete paragraph.  The paragraph 

should have a topic sentence, at least three supporting ideas (at least a sentence per supporting idea), and a concluding statement.  

Use your best penmanship, writing style, and vocabulary. 

 

Q:  In your opinion, which side, the North or South, was more prepared to fight the Civil War in 1861?  Your analysis should include 

a consideration of each side’s strengths and weaknesses; consider leadership, territory, resources, and possible allies in your response.  

Finally, explain your thinking.  Why do you think the advantages and disadvantages of one side outweigh the advantages and 

disadvantages of the other? 
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