
“Tribute to a Champion” 
 

by Greg Plutko, Superintendent 
Huntington Beach Union High School District 

 
Service, Passion, Dedication, and Love are just a few of the words that describe the life of 
Trustee Brian Garland.  It was over a month ago that I sat at my office computer in the early 
morning, with the very sad task of communicating to our school community about the 
passing of Brian Garland.  I began that e-mail with the following sentence… It is with a 
heavy and sad heart that I am writing this today.  Early this morning, our district lost a very 
special educator and friend; moreover the students he served for so long lost a great 
champion.  Brian Garland (Board Member) passed away at age 71.  In the weeks that have 
followed, the stories, tears, laughter, and yes even old yearbook photos  have firmly affixed 
him with that descriptor of a “great champion for education.”  Education often uses the 
phrase “kids-first” as a guiding principle, and Mr. Garland was someone who not only used 
the phrase, but demonstrated both actions and behaviors that let you know he believed it to 
his core. 
 
Mr. Garland served over 30 years as a teacher, counselor, and administrator in the 
Huntington Beach Union High School District. He was one of the charter teachers when 
Edison High School opened its doors in 1969 and later served as Edison High School’s 
principal from 1988 to 2002. Mr. Garland has also served the education community through 
his leadership on the school board of the Huntington Beach City Elementary School District. 
Mr. Garland's wife, Elaine, also taught in the district for 22 years, first in the Guidance 
Center and then the Special Abilities Cluster at Edison High School.  His brothers were also 
both very successful teachers in our district at Ocean View and Huntington Beach high 
schools…one could only guess what the conversations were at the Garland Thanksgiving 
table…”kids-first.” 
 
Brian was remembered by friends, colleagues, students, and community members on March 
25, 2012 in the Edison High School Gymnasium.  It was a thoughtful memorial service that 
highlighted his love of education, and the many people he touched along that path.  During 
the service, Scott Garland (Brian’s son) pulled from his pocket small and well worn “post-
it” notes.  On the notes Scott shared his father’s thoughts about how important it was to be a 
teacher, and the qualities of great teaching.  As I sat in reflection, each quality Brian had 
scribbled on those notes really represented the positive characteristics we would hope for in 
all people…Brian realized that the relationships we grow line the journey we take. 
 
William James was quoted as saying, “Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does!”  
This simple statement is a powerful reflection of Brian’s portrait.  A portrait that is rich with 
texture, color, and a diversity of thought.  It was that diversity that allowed him to serve so 
many students, families, educators, and his own family.  As we reflect on his special 
benchmark of a career and life, it becomes so easy to identify that this champion made a 
difference for which our school community will always be thankful. 
	  


