Booker T. Washington
Booker T. Washinton was born a slave to the Burrough’s family in 1856.  His mother was the cook and his father was a white man from a nearby farm.  He went to school but not as a student. Rather, he carried the books for James Burrough’s daughters because it was illegal to educate slaves.  He once said, “I had the feeling that getting into a schoolhouse and study would be about the same as getting into paradise.”
With the end of slavery, he earned his living through menial (work done with hands) tasks.  He believed that hard work would help the Whites respect the African American community more.  He said, “There was no period of my life that was devoted to to play.  From the time that I can remember anything, almost evreyday of my life has been occupied in some kind of labor.”
He felt that the best way to help Blacks rise up from slavery was by showing Whites with economic and moral abilities.  
He began the Tuskegee Institute and started his first class of 30 students in a run down shack behind a church.  The curriculum at Tuskegee focused on practical skill, not intellectual or academic oriented courses.  Your institute courses in blacksmithing, advanced agriculture, wagon building, brick making, mattress making, among other industrial arts.

Level 3:  Do you think that working hard and having good manual labor (working with your hands like fixing cars, construction, making bricks, farming) work skills will help gain people respect in today’s world?

W.E.B Dubois

W.E.B Dubois attempted every possible solution for racism towards Blacks.

He became the first African American to graduate from Harvard with a Ph.D.

He believed that the Talented Tenth, a group of exceptional Black men, who would lead the race and save it from it’s criminal problems. 

He also believed that Blacks would rise up from slavery and the racism of Whites by going to college and proving that they can be just as intelligent and educated as the Whites.  He and Booker T. Washington had differences over this.

He created a group called the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) to fight for the civil rights of Blacks and all colored people.

His famous book is called, “The Souls of Black Folk” where he talks about Blacks having “Double Conscious” minds in which they have to know when to act “white” and when to act “black.”

Level 3:  Have you ever had a time when you felt you had to act “White” and then again when you could act yourself?

Zora Neale Hurston
She is a novelist who studied black culture during the Harlem Renaissance and wrote about it.  She was born in Eatonville, Florida which is the first all-black colony in the South.  As a very young age, her intelligence was recognized and she was sent to the Morgan Academy in Baltimore designed to take poor southern children in and rigorously teach them in theh ope that they will become powerful.

After graduating from Howard University, her professor encouraged her to “search out yourself”, influencing her to research the culture and language of Harlem which housed the largest concentration of African-American people outside of Africa itself.
Her most famous book is called, “Their Eyes were Watching God”.  

She continued to fight for African-American rights and believed that Blacks could the racism of whites just like her hometown of Eatonville where it was fully run by African Americans.  After the Civil War, Blacks wanted to get away from the racism they faced in mixed areas so they set up independent colonies called “Race Colonies.”  Such was Eatonville. Everyone and everything was run by blacks.  The community is still alive today.
Level 3 Question:  Do you think that race-specific colonies in the United States would be a beneficial set up for those races?  Explain.
Marcus Garvey
He was born in Jamaica and understood the struggles and ill treatment of workers.  He led strikes in Jamaica and met tons of Africans from around the globe who got Marcus fascinated by the history and culture of Africa.  He created the United Negro Improvement Association (UNIA) to promote black union and solidarity and to struggle for the improvement of African condition.

He believed that White and Blacks should not mix because only fear, hatred, and violence have resulted from these interracial mixing.  He firmly believed in Black Nationalism (being proud of being Black) and coined the phrases, “Black is beautiful” and “Back to Africa.”

In Harlem, you wanted Black people to have ownership, money, and pride.  Black owned businesses should be funded by black money.  Everyone should be prideful of who they are and help one another out through purchasing Black only.

He hoped to establish an English-speaking African nation run by African Americans  in Liberia.  His critics called him a fool, a dreamer, and a racist.
Level 3 question:  Would you want to move back to your home country and live in an English-speaking colony of your people there?  Why or why not?

Madam CJ Walker
Madam CJ Walker was born into a former slave family.  She was an entrepreneur (business owner) who built her empire developing hair products for black women.  She claims to have built her company on an actual dream where a large black man appeared to her and gave her a formula for curing baldness.  When confronted with the idea that she was trying to conform black women’s hair to that of whites, she stressed that her products were simply an attempt to help black women take proper care of their hair and promote growth.

She devoted her life and her money to having lynching (the public beating, hanging, or burning of African Americans) a federal crime.  She participated in NAACP fundraisers and poured her money into black schools, orphanages, retirement homes, and YMCAs.

Her home named “Villa Lewaro” was built along the Hudson River in New York.  Her neighbors included rich industrialists like John D. Rockefeller, the oil robber barron.  The grand estate served not only as her home but as a conference center for summits of race leaders to discuss current issues.

Level 3 Questions:  Do you think that products like hair straighteners or skin lighteners or eye/nose surgery to look and resemble more White are good or bad for the imge of people of color’s?
Langston Hughes
He was born in a small town in Missouri to exodusters (ex-slaves).  His parents moved West to find a better life.  Although his parents moved west to escape racism in the South, those racist attitudes and beliefs seemed to follow him.

He was one of the only Black students enrolled at Columbia University in NYC.  Feeling alone, isolated, and dehumanized, he drops out of school during is first year.  Over the next few years, he works odd jobs aboard a ship which takes him around the world.  This world trip inspries his first book.

He went back to school to study Literature.  From here on, he makes his living as a writer.  He writes about the triumphs and tragedy of every African-American life.  His poetry becomes the voice of the Harlem Renaissance.

He spends the rest of his life struggling for African Amercan artistic equality.

Level 3 Question:  If you were the only person of your race at your college, would you drop out or would you keep going?  If you would keep going, what are some things you would think about to keep you mentally strong?
James Weldon Johnson
James Weldon Johnson was born in Jacksonville, Florida, on June 17, 1871.  He was a teacher, poet, songwriter, and civil rights activist and the son of a headwaiter and the first female black public school teacher in Florida.

After college, Johnson became dissatisfied with the racial stereotypes spread by popular music and began taking graduate courses at Columbia University to expand his literary horizons. He began to write songs to uplift Blacks like "Lift Every Voice and Sing," which came to be known as the "Negro National Anthem."

He was a writer who ended up working for Black Civil rights under the NAACP as the secretary.  He was still able to write a few more books but his fighting for Civil Rights of African Americans took up all his time. 

His book, Negro Americans, What Now? (1934), argues that INTEGRATION (the mixing of all people) was the only real solution to America's racial problems.

He was so influential in fighting for the rights of Black people that when he died, there were over 2,000 people at his funeral.

Level 3 Question:  James Weldon Johnson believed that songs of the early 1900s made African Americans look bad.  Consider the popular African American music today which ALL teens listen to and dance to.  Do you think that the explosion of music, lyrics, and videos have helped or damaged the African American people?Explain.
