Name: ___________________​​​​​_________________ Period: _________Date of Seminar:  ____________

Socratic Seminar: Mark Twain’s Satire
CA State Standards: Reading: Literary Response and Analysis 3.2: Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to support the claim.

Reading: Literary Criticism 3.9 Analyze the philosophical arguments presented in literary works to determine whether the authors' positions have contributed to the quality of each work and the credibility of the characters. (Philosophical approach) 

Writing: 1.3 Organization and Focus:  Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant examples.

Writing: 2.2 Write responses to literature:
a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas in works or passages.
b. Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, and unique aspects of the text.
c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text and to other works.

Speaking Applications: 2.3 Deliver oral responses to literature:
a. Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the significant ideas of literary works (e.g., make assertions about the text that are reasonable and supportable). 

c. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or to other works.
Listening & Speaking: 1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies: Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They deliver focused and coherent presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and demonstrate solid reasoning.
1. Analyze the Text:, Consider the themes of Mark Twain’s The Lowest Animal and Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
1. Humanity is flawed.
2. Just because society tells us something is true, that doesn’t necessarily mean it is.
3. Religion and laws divide people.

4. Humans are not as superior as they think they are.

5. Humans are cruel and violent.

2. Talking Point Questions: Using the selection and notes, generate a list of at least three (3) questions that you would like to ask or discuss with the class. BE SPECIFIC.. 

· For every question that you create, you must provide a possible answer. Cite examples, line numbers, and/or page numbers to support your answers.
· Do not ask questions that can be answered by “yes” or “no”.

· Be able to ask & answer higher-level questions based on Bloom’s Taxonomy & Costa’s Levels of Inquiry.
Ideas to use in forming the above questions:

· What are the different aspects of humanity that Twain targets for his satire?
· What might you criticize about humanity if you were Twain?

· In what ways does the government and organized religion determine our beliefs?
· What does Twain hope to accomplish with TLA and Huck Finn?
3. Seminar Discussion Questions. Give specific and detailed evidence, properly citing your examples from the text (chapters & page numbers). Each answer should be at least 5 sentences.
Opening Question: 
1. If you were writing a satire about humanity, what human flaw would you ridicule? Why? 
Core/ Central Questions: 
2. Which episode from Huck Finn do you feel best illustrates a human flaw? Cite an example or quote from that episode. Which human folly does it mock? Does Twain address this same flaw in TLA? If so, include the quote.  Why do you think he targets this human flaw?

3. Which character do you sympathize with most in Huck Finn? Why? How do you think this relates to Twain’s purpose in the novel?

4. Which character do you dislike most in Huck Finn? Why? How do you think this relates to Twain’s purpose in the novel?

5. Why do you think Twain chose to write Huck Finn from the perspective of a young boy? How does that make it very different from The Lowest Animal, even though it handles many of the same themes?

Closing Question: 
6.  Reflect on the impact of Twain’s satire. How has it changed or reinforced your view of humanity? What, specifically, does Twain want us to change about ourselves?
