AP Literature Seminar
Oedipus Questions

Answer three of the questions below.  Each response should be approximately 1 page in length.

1. "Oedipus is punished not for any fault in himself, but for his ignorance.  Not knowing his family history, unable to recognize his parents on sight, he is blameless; and in slaying his father and marrying his mother, he behaves as any sensible person might behave in the same circumstances."


        Do you agree with this interpretation? Include textual evidence to support your response.

2. What is dramatic irony?  Cite specific instances of dramatic irony in the play.  Discuss what dramatic irony contributes to the effectiveness of Oedipus the King.

3. In the drama of Sophocles, violence and bloodshed take place offstage; thus, the suicide of Jocasta is only reported to us.  Nor do we witness Oedipus' removal of his eyes;  this horror is 
    only given in the report by the second messenger.  Discuss the advantages and/or disadvantages of this staging limitation.

4. Read the interpretation of this play offered by Freud (page 1380-1382 in DiYanni text).  Explain Freud's thesis.  Discuss your response to his ideas regarding the play.

5. With what attitude toward the gods does the play leave you?  By inflicting the plague upon Thebes, by causing barrenness, by curing both the people and their king, do the gods seem cruel, unjust, or tyrannical?  Does the play show any reverence toward them?

6. Other than providing song, dance and variety, what do the choral interludes contribute to the play?  Cite specific examples.
7. What makes Oedipus a tragic hero?  What makes his predicament fascinating rather than merely horrifying?  Discuss the continued appeal of the play. Include specific examples to support your ideas and relate to the meaning of the work as a whole.
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