Student Directed Scene 1: Shakespeare in a Modern Theatrical Style
Drama Standards Covered:

1.2 Research, analyze, or serve as the dramaturg for a play in collaboration with the director, designer, or playwright.
1.3 Identify the use of metaphor, subtext, and symbolic elements in scripts and theatrical productions. 


2.1 Make acting choices, using script analysis, character research, reflection, and revision to create characters from classical, contemporary, realistic, and nonrealistic dramatic texts. 

2.2 Improvise or write dialogues and scenes, applying basic dramatic structure (exposition, complication, crisis, climax, and resolution) and including complex characters with unique dialogue that motivates the action.
2.3 Work collaboratively as designer, producer, or actor to meet directorial goals in scenes and plays from a variety of contemporary and classical playwrights. 


3.3 Perform, design, or direct theatre pieces in specific theatrical styles, including classics by such playwrights as Sophocles, Shakespeare, Lope de Vega, Aphra Behn, Moliere, and Chekhov.
3.4 Compare and contrast specific styles and forms of world theatre. For example, differentiate between Elizabethan comedy and Restoration farce. 

4.1 Use complex evaluation criteria and terminology to compare and contrast a variety of genres of dramatic literature.
4.2 Draw conclusions about the effectiveness of informal and formal productions, films/videos, or electronic media on the basis of intent, structure, and quality of the work. 

4.2 Report on how a specific actor used drama to convey meaning in his or her performances.


5.2 Demonstrate the ability to create rehearsal schedules, set deadlines, organize priorities, and identify needs and resources when participating in the production of a play or scene.
5.3 Communicate creative, design, and directorial choices to ensemble members, using leadership skills, aesthetic judgment, or problem-solving skills.
5.4 Develop advanced or entry-level competencies for a career in an artistic or technical field in the theatrical arts. 

Objective:

Students will research and direct, design, or perform in a scene from 12th Night in a Modern theatrical style (theatre of cruelty, expressionism, epic theatre, or theatre of the absurd). Students will demonstrate an understanding of both modern theatrical conventions and of the Shakespearean play. Students will apply their knowledge of the professional standards for actors, technicians, directors, stage managers, designers, and researchers by producing a scene. 

Performance Description:

	Students will create believable characters in a style of Modern theatre. The scene or short play should follow the conventions of the appropriate theatre tradition. Scripts are not allowed on stage. 
	
	
	Script:
	12th Night 

	
	
	
	Length:
	5-10 minutes

	
	
	
	Actors:
	3-4

	
	
	
	Lights:
	Any (changing gels OK, no refocusing light instruments)

	
	
	
	Costume:
	Student Provided or see Liz

	
	Set:
	Flats, stage blocks, furniture
	
	
	Props:
	Checked out from Mr. Ingram, Randy, or Marisol


STUDENT DIRECTED SCENE #____

PROMPTBOOK COVER SHEET

Play/Scene Title

(Date)

Mr. Ingram

Period # 6

(Director’s Name)

Director

OR

(Designer’s Name)

Designer

OR

(Actor’s Name)

(Character’s Name)

Student Directed Scenes: Responsibilities and Evidence of Learning

1. Director/Stage Manager: 

a. Responsibilities: 

i. RESEARCH important facts about the play’s background:

1. Theatrical Style of the Play

2. Playwright

3. Genre

ii. Developing a production metaphor/concept and overall product

iii. Maintaining deadlines (delegating tasks and ensuring productivity)

iv. Facilitating communication amongst all group members 

a. Evidence of learning: i.e. paperwork

i. Production Calendar and Rehearsal Logs

Make a contact sheet with the entire group’s name, role, phone number, and email. Also create a blank sign-in sheet for every rehearsal or build date to document participation. Combine the assignment deadlines given by Mr. Ingram with those the group has set. Group deadlines should include dates for rehearsals; line memorization; blocking memorization; design completions; and tech/build dates. Put everything on a calendar from the group assignment to the performance date. 

ii. Director’s Script Analysis

To understand more about the scene’s the director must deconstruct the PLAY the scene is taken from. After researching the play, playwright, genre, and theatrical style, answer the following questions in a short paper that also explains the directing concept or production metaphor (1000-1500 words):

iii. Final Prompt Script

This is simply the director’s plan and record of the show. It should include copies of ground plans with blocking and line notes for all actors and a cue sheets with technical notes for the designer. This is essential in theatre if an actor loses a script, the designer is absent, or if someone drops the show.

iv. Play Program

Each director/stage manager is responsible for designing and completing a play program for their scene, with the following information: Play/scene name, playwright, cast and crew biographies, performance dates/times, and a picture. 

Director’s Script Analysis Questions

Playwright:

· How do the events in the play relate to the life of the playwright?

· How do the characters in the play relate to the playwright or people in the playwright’s life?

· How does the setting, time, and culture of the play compare to that of the playwright?

· Is there anything in the playwright’s background that provides insight into the theme? Explain.

Theatrical Style/Genre:

· Which theatrical tradition does the play belong to?

· What are the common elements of the theatrical style the play belongs to?

· Which of the theatrical style elements does the play share?

· Which of the theatrical style elements is the play missing (if any)?

· Which of the following genre categories does this play fit into: comedy, tragedy, classical, modern, contemporary, mystery, farce, musical, fantasy, children’s play, cultural, women’s, or other? 

· What elements of the genres does the scene have?

· Is the scene humorous or dramatic?

Plot:

· What happens in the play?

· How are the characters and story introduced?

· What are the basic relationships amongst the characters?

· What is the basic situation and given circumstances?

· What happened before the first scene of the play OR before the performance scene?

· At which point of the plot does the performance scene happen (see below)?

Inciting Incident:

· What is the event that sets the action of the play into motion?

· What incident leads to changes in character relationships?

Rising Action:

· What are the factors leading to changes in character relationships?

· What are the complications that develop?

· Are there new characters introduced, and if so, what effect do they have on the established characters?

· What happens when new information is revealed to the characters?

· How are each character’s objectives in opposition to other characters’ objectives?

Climax:

· What is the peak of the play’s emotional intensity?

· What is the final turning point?

Falling Action:

· What events occur to resolve the conflict?

Denouement:

· What conflicts are resolved?

· What inner conflicts do the characters continue to experience even though the outcome of a situation appears to be determined?

Ideas/Mood/Pacing:

· What does this play make you think?

· What does this play make you feel?

· What is the pacing of the play/scene?

Theme:

· What is the central theme of this play?

· Are there any secondary themes? What are they?

· Are there symbols in the play that represent the theme? Describe them.

· At what points does the theme emerge most distinctly in the play?

· Is the theme subtle or obvious? Explain.
· Are there any specific statements or actions by the characters that explicitly or implicitly announce the theme? What are they? 

Directing Concept/Metaphor:

· Describe YOUR directing concept or production metaphor for this production of the play/scene.

MODERNISM SCENES: CALENDAR OF EVENTS

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday/Sunday

	NOVEMBER

	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24/25

	
	
	21-25th THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

Thanks for being an amazing group of students, and for all your hard work

	
	
	
	
	
	DECEMBER

	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	1/2

	
	
	
	
	
	

	DECEMBER

	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8/9

	
	
	Minimum Day
	
	Renaissance Ralley
	

	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15/16

	
	
	Group 1&2 Present



	
	TALENT SHOW

Advertising + Set Up
	

	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22/23

	
	
	Group 3&4 Present
	Minimum Day

Strike
	WINTER BREAK DEC 21-JAN 6th 


# = Class meets on these days

	A
	Character A
	Student Name
	B
	Character B
	Student Name

	C
	Character C
	Student Name
	D
	Character D
	Student Name

	E
	Director
	Student Name
	F
	Technician
	Student Name


Sample Sign In Sheet

	Student Name
	Part
	Mon
	Tues
	Wed
	Thurs
	Friday
	Sat.

	WEEK 1

	
	Director
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TD
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor B
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor C
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor D
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WEEK 2

	
	Director
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TD
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor B
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor C
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor D
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WEEK 3

	
	Director
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TD
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor B
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor C
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor D
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WEEK 4

	
	Director
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	TD
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor B
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor C
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Actor D
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Master Cue Sheet
	Show:
	Stage Manager:

	
	Cue No
	Script Page
	Cue
	Action

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Facts About 

12th Night;Or What You Will
	
	The Hawthorne High School Advanced Drama
Class Proudly Presents:

12th Night Act __Scene ___
By: William Shakespeare Directed By: ____________

	
	[image: image1.wmf]
	

	Facts About 

_______ Modern Theatre
	
	

	
	
	Performance Dates:

Dec 12th and 19th
@ 1:30pm

Hawthorne HS,

Nyman Hall




	DIRECTOR/STAGE MANAGER
	
	CAST OF CHARACTERS

	[image: image11.wmf]
	Director- Student Name:
Biography information
	
	Character Name(s)
	Actor’s Name 

	
	
	
	[image: image2.wmf]
	Biography information


	
	
	
	Biography information continued

	Biography information continued
	
	

	
	
	Character Name(s)
	Actor’s Name 

	
	
	[image: image3.wmf]
	Biography information


	DESIGNER/TECH DIRECTOR
	
	Biography information continued

	[image: image4.wmf]
	Designer- Student Name: Biography information


	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Character Name(s)
	Actor’s Name 

	
	
	
	[image: image5.wmf]
	Biography information


	Biography information continued
	
	
	

	
	
	Biography information continued


.

Student Directed Scenes: Responsibilities and Evidence of Learning

2. Designing/Tech Directing:

a. Responsibilities: 

i. RESEARCH important facts about the play’s setting:

1. Theatrical Style of the Play

2. Fashion of the Time Period

3. Architecture of the Time Period 

ii. Plan, acquire, and organize materials, tools, and supplies

iii. DESIGN Set, Lights, Props, Costumes and Makeup (others help build too)

iv. Communicate designs to group and consider suggestions from director
b. Evidence of learning: i.e. paperwork

i. Technical Element Lists and Cue Sheets 

As you read the play, make a list of every technical demand in following three categories: Set/Props, Costume/Makeup, and Lighting/Sound. List page number, character (if appropriate), and quote from script. During Rehearsals, keep track of items on pull sheets noting where you obtained it from, and how much it cost. Cue sheets are required for all technical cues during the performance.

ii. Designer’s Script Analysis

After your initial reading and making of the technical demands log, research the play’s time period and answer the following questions in a short paper (500-1000 words):

iii. Designs (drawings, research pictures, models, etc) 

1. Costume and Makeup Drawings and Chart

2. Set Groundplan or Model

3. Prop List and Pull Chart

4. Light Plot and Instrument Adjustment Sheet

iv. Performance Poster

Each designer is responsible for designing and completing a play poster for their scene, with the following information: Play/scene name, playwright, director’s name, performance dates/times, and a picture.

Tech Director Script Analysis Questions

.

	Production Metaphor/Concept:

· What is the production metaphor/concept (as determined by your director or group)? Describe.

· What is the theatrical style of the production?

· What is the theme of the play/scene?

Costume/Makeup:

· What is the time period of the play/scene? How will this affect characters?

· What are the character personalities and relationships? Describe.

· What costume and/or makeup restrictions will the theatrical style impose on the scene?

· What are potential possibilities and problems of the costume and makeup supplies?

· What are the costume and makeup demands for specific characters according to the script?
	Set/Props:

· Where and when does the play/scene take place?

· What are potential possibilities and problems of the performance space, set pieces, and properties?

· What are the viewable elements in each setting according to the script? Describe.

· What are the common sights in the time and place of the play?

· What are the set and hand property demands of the play/scene according to the script?

Lighting/Sound:

· What is the overall mood of the play/scene?

· What is the time of day for each scene? Will the lights change during the scene?

· What are the common sounds in the time and place of the play? Describe.

· What music and/or sound effects specified in the script contribute to the setting?

· What are the lighting and sound demands of the play/scene according to the script?



Nyman Ground Plan Blank


[image: image6.png]




	Technical Pull/Rent/Buy/Borrow/Build List
	Possible Actions:          ( Pull          ( Rent          ( Buy          ( Borrow          ( Build

	
	Show:
	Crew:
	Era:

	
	Action
	Character/ Actor
	Item
	Description
	Size

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


df
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Nyman Hall Lighting Plot

Use the diagram below to practice creating a lighting plot for productions in Nyman Hall. To create your plot, first identify the acting areas on the stage so you can draw the angle of the lights into those areas. Draw all instruments used in your design in their appropriate locations and their beams. Then, record the information (such as gel color, circuit/slider number, and wattage) next to each lighting instrument.
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Use the following symbols to represent the different types of lights:
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Light Cue Sheet

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cue
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pg
	
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	31
	32
	33
	34
	35
	36
	37
	38
	39
	40
	41
	42
	43
	44
	45
	46
	47
	48

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	The designer will design and print 2 copies of a play program on a FULL sheet of paper. It must follow the guidelines on the sample to the right ( 

And it must include all of the following information:

Twelfth Night 

Act _ Scene _

In Nyman Hall 

Hawthorne High School 

4859 W El Segundo Blvd 

Hawthorne, CA 90250

December 17th or 19th, 2007 @ 1:30 pm
	Hawthorne High School Advanced Drama Class

Presents

[image: image10.wmf]
(Name of Play)

Directed By (Name of Director)

(Date, Time, Location of Performance)




Student Directed Scenes: Responsibilities and Evidence of Learning

3. Acting/Performing: 

a. Responsibilities: 

i. Create a character that fits the vision of the director/group

ii. Perform any reasonable request by the director as an actor or crew member 

iii. Contribute to group discussions, ask questions, DON’T direct other actors

iv. RESEARCH important facts about the play’s characters:

1. Theatrical Style of the Play

2. Culture of the Characters

3. Language/Accent of the Characters

c. Evidence of learning: i.e. paperwork

i. Actor’s Script Analysis

To understand more about the play and your character, each actor must research the play, time period, culture, and theatrical style. Answer the following questions in a short paper (500-1000 words).

ii. Character Sheet 

Complete a character sheet by answering questions in the appropriate section of the character sheet for your character and copy the makeup or costume design (from your designer) in the photo space. 

iii. Character Collage

Clip magazines and online pictures that represent your character. Compile these pictures into a collage by gluing them to a sheet of white copy paper. Leave no blank spaces.

iv. Prompt Script (blocking, objectives, etc)

This is simply your copy of the script you make notes on for your character’s blocking, lines, and acting. DON’T lose it! You should also have the lines broken into clear units with VOTE(S) sheets for each 

(1-3 units per character per scene).

v. Play Tickets

The actors should contribute to the final presentation of the scene in more ways than just their presence onstage. Each actor will develop their own version of tickets for the show. Tickets must have the following information: Play/scene name, playwright, performance date, performance time, and a picture.

Actor Script Analysis Questions

	Play:

· What do other characters, your character, and the stage directions say about your character?

· What type of character are you playing in the play/scene?

· How does your character contribute to the dramatic action of the play/scene?

Culture/Time Period:

· Where and when does the action of the play occur?

· What is your character’s social and economic status?

· What are period manners and customs of the play?

Mind:

· What thoughts, feelings, and images come to mind as you go through the action of the play/scene?

· What are your character’s dominant attitudes and attributes?

· How does your character change or develop through the course of the play?
	Movement:

· What motivates your character’s actions?

· Where does your character lead from?

· Where is your character’s weight?

Language:

· What motivates your character’s words?

· How does your character use language?

· Does your character have an accent or regional dialect?

VOTE(S): for the overall play/scene

· What is your overall objective? (Victory)

· What obstacles stand in the way of achieving this objective? (Obstacles)

· What actions do I take to overcome these obstacles? (Tactics)

· What is the outcome of your actions? (Effect)

· What are the risks of losing? (Stakes)


PERSONAL CHARACTER SHEET
	ACTOR:
	
	Period:
	
	Character

Photo/Drawing

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Name:
	Mr./Ms.
	
	
	

	Occupation:
	
	Salary:
	$
	

	Age:
	
	Sex:
	
	Hair:
	
	Eyes:
	
	

	Height:
	
	Weight:
	
	Ethnicity:
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	STATISTICS 1-10 (10 being the best possible)
	

	MENTAL
	SOCIAL
	PHYSICAL
	

	Intelligence
	
	Authority
	
	Strength
	
	

	Willpower
	
	Status
	
	Body
	
	

	Perception
	
	Persuasion
	
	Dexterity
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ADVANTAGES:
	DISADVANTAGES:
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	MIND NOTES:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	BODY NOTES:

	

	

	

	

	SOCIAL &VOICE NOTES:

	

	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BACKSTORY NOTES:
	
	PERSONALITY ADJECTIVES: 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	PROPERTIES/COSTUME ITEMS in the CHARACTER’S POSESSION:

	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N

	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N

	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N

	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N

	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N
	
	Y / N


MENTAL QUESTIONS: Pick 10 Questions Minimum

· How would this person react if they were the only witness to a murder? 

· Could he or s/he have any mental problems? 

· Was s/he smart in school or at their place of work? 

· Does s/he believe in God? Is s/he religious or spiritual? Why or why not? What religion? 

· Would you consider this person to have traveled widely? 

· What are this person's views on war? 

· Does this person buy cheap or expensive things? 

· What kind of colors would this person wear? 

· What does this person think of Holidays? 

· What makes this person laugh? 

· What kind of food does this person like most and why? 

· Does this person like music, and if so what kind of music in particular? 

· What does s/he like to eat? Gourmet or takeout? Home-cooked food or instant microwaveable dinners? Does s/he eat more when s/he's upset? Is s/he vegetarian or vegan? Does s/he have odd dietary restrictions? What foods does s/he hate? 

· What is her favorite color and why? 

· What does s/he like to do for her birthday? Does s/he usually get to do it or not? 

· What is her favorite restaurant? Does s/he go often enough for them to recognize her? 

· When your character travels, what sorts of cities and places does s/he like to go to? Why? 

· When your character goes shopping, which stores does s/he frequent and why? 

· Where does your character hang out? Does s/he go club-hopping? Does s/he pick up people at singles' bars? Does s/he see movies, or go dancing? Does s/he play pool or go bowling? Does s/he read at the library, go ice-skating, or go to meetings of the gardening club? What about the video arcade, the mall, a local college campus, or the park? 

· Does s/he watch television? What's her favorite show? What shows does s/he hate? What's her favorite channel and why? Who's her favorite TV star? 

· What's her taste in music? Does s/he have a large music library? A small one? Does s/he listen to the same album over and over or does s/he hate it when people do that? 

· If s/he could be any famous person, who would it be and why? 

· If s/he could live in any historical period, which would it be and why? 

· If s/he could change the world in only one way, what would it be? 

· If s/he knew s/he would die tomorrow, what would s/he do today? 

PHYSICAL QUESTIONS: Pick 5 Questions Minimum

· What is the first impression one would get from them? 

· Does s/he appear handsome, pretty, or ugly? 

· Does s/he have any physical abnormalities? 

· What facial expressions does s/he most frequently use? 

· Would you consider this person "sporty"? 

· Does this person have self-confidence? 

· Is this person clumsy? 

· Does your character have birthmarks or scars? How did s/he get them? What about disfigurements or handicaps? 

· Does s/he have any tattoos? Why? When did s/he get them? Do they mean anything special to her? 

· Does s/he get sick? How often? What does s/he tend to come down with, and how well does s/he handle it? 

· Does s/he have any long-term, chronic, or recurring ailments? Tendonitis? Migraines? Severe allergies? Chronic fatigue syndrome? In what ways do they limit her activities? 

· What sort of build does s/he have? Is s/he overweight? Underweight? Muscled? Wiry? Dumpy? Pudgy? Angular? Why? Does s/he resemble her parents or grandparents? If so, which one(s)? What about her siblings? 

· Does s/he take any drugs or medications? If so, which ones and why? Do they work? What effects and side effects do they have? 

· Has s/he ever been admitted to a hospital? Why? What happened? 

· What does s/he do for exercise? Does s/he work out at a gym? Does s/he take long walks or run marathons? Does s/he have a job that involves physical labor? Is s/he a couch potato? What does s/he do when the weather's bad? 

· What's her favorite weather? Hot sunny days? Blizzards? A warm rain? What's her favorite climate, or time of day? 

SOCIAL & VOCAL QUESTIONS: Pick 5 Questions Minimum

· Is s/he married and what kind of relationship is it? 

· Does s/he accept responsibility? 

· Does s/he get along well with others? 

· Does this person brag? 

· What does s/he do to relax? 

· What  is s/he like when grieving or mourning? 

· What is s/he like when celebrating? 

· Does s/he have a mental illness or mood disorder? 

· Is s/he prone to depression, bouts of mania, anxiety, or other such problems? 

· In whose company was this person most likely to be seen? 

· How would they celebrate Christmas or Halloween? 

· Who is your character's confidante? Who does s/he talk to when s/he's scared? Who does s/he tell when s/he's in trouble? 

· Who would bail her out if s/he were arrested? 

· What do you think this person is like at home where nobody else can see him? 
· Is s/he married? Does your character have a husband, wife, boyfriend, girlfriend, fiancee, "significant other," lover, or several of the above? 

· Is s/he protecting someone? A child, relative, friend? Why does s/he see herself as their protector? 

· What sort of people does your character tend to make friends with? Other people her own age? Co-workers? Neighbors? People s/he went to college with? 

· Where does your character go/what does s/he do with her friends? Does s/he go out drinking with them? Who does s/he have coffee with? Does s/he go hiking or biking with a club? Do the neighbors invite her over for dinner? 

· Who is her best friend? Why? What secrets have they shared? What have they gone through together? 

Home

· What kind of neighborhood does your character live in? Inner city? Suburbs? Rural farmland? Gated community? Does s/he like it there? Why or why not? Does s/he feel safe there at night? 

· Does s/he live in an apartment or house? Rent or own? How close are the neighbors? What color is the house? What sort of repair (or disrepair) is it in? Does s/he have a lawn? A flower garden? An attic or basement? How many stories is the house, and what style? (Ranch? Split-foyer?) Does s/he have a guest room? Are there lots of windows in her house? 

· How has s/he decorated her home? Used furniture from relatives? Random stuff from an office supply store or mismatched items from your average corner furniture store? Designer items or antiques? Could her place be described as elegant? Ratty? Jumbled? Spartan? Does it have a noticeably ethnic look? What colors prevail? 

· What are the walls like? Painted or wallpapered? Color? Postered over? Artsy photos? Nails everywhere? Holes? Frilly curtains on the windows, Venetian blinds or pull-shades? 

· Is the house clean? Does it sparkle? Does it smell like cleansers? How big are the dust-bunnies? Is the bathtub rusty? Are the walls mildewed? Does s/he clean it herself? If not, who does? Are there piles of books and papers everywhere? Is everything neat and organized? Are there spiders in every corner? 

· What does her bedroom look like? Is it crowded with boxes? Is it sparkling clean? Is it frilly or spartan, somber or light? 

BACKSTORY QUESTIONS: Pick 5 Questions Minimum

People

· Who does s/he live with? Does s/he still live with her family? What about housemates or roommates? Are these people her friends? Do they hate each other? Do they avoid each other? 

· Who was her first love? Did it work out? Why or why not? Do they still know each other? 

· Who does s/he work with? Is s/he friends with her co-workers? Bitter rivals? Does s/he hate her lazy boss or have a crush on her handsome secretary? 

· Who is her worst enemy? Why? 

· Who did s/he give birthday presents to last year? What did s/he give them? 

· Is s/he a disappointment to anyone, or is someone proud of her for her accomplishments? Why? 

· Who are your character's friends? Most people have someone they enjoy spending time with. The world would be a very lonely place without friends; of course, maybe your character is a lonely person.

· How deep are the friendships s/he tends to form? Does s/he prefer to have a lot of surface-level friendships or a few deep ones? 

· How close is s/he to her friends? How well do they know her? Do they know her hopes and fears? Will they notice if s/he disappears or comes home with bruises? 

· Does s/he get along with her family? Why or why not? 

· What does her family know about her? What secrets does s/he keep? 

· What does s/he know about her family? What secrets have they kept? 

· How big is her family? 

· Is it a close family, or spread out and distant? 

· Who are her favorite and least favorite relatives? Why? 

· Does s/he have any siblings? What is her relationship with them like? How similar are they? 

· Does s/he have any children? How has having children impacted her life? 

· Did your character go to school? If so, what did s/he study in school? Is it what s/he wanted to study, or what their parents wanted them to study? 

· Was s/he picked on or was s/he a part of the "in" crowd? Why? How has this affected them?

· What foolish things did s/he do when s/he was younger? 

· Did s/he go through a rebellious phase? Did s/he keep secrets from her peers or parents? Did s/he steal things? Did s/he hurt someone? 

· What hurt will s/he never forgive? What awful thing did someone do to her, and why can't s/he forgive them? 

· What was her favorite childhood toy? Why? Who gave it to her? Does s/he still have it? If not, what happened to it? 

Places

· What year/world/country/city/area does your character live in?
· Where does s/he feel safe? Why? 

· What sort of place spooks her? Why? 

· Is there any place that s/he refuses to go? Why? What happened there? 

· What is her workplace like? Does s/he like it? Does her office reflect her personality? 

  

Hobbies and Habits/Culture

· Is this person in any way a musician?

· What does he do in his free time? 
· What are your character's hobbies? Candle-making? Gardening? Herbalism? Wood-carving? Floral arrangements? Cooking? Interior decorating? 

· Which ones does s/he rely on to relax her when s/he's stressed? Which ones fall by the wayside when s/he's short on time? 

· Does s/he read for fun? What books does s/he read? What magazines and newspapers? Does s/he prefer science fiction, fantasy, horror, historical, mystery, romance, or current events? 

· How does s/he read? Does s/he take books out of the library or buy whole cases of them? How does s/he pick which book to read next? Does s/he have a favorite reviewer? Does s/he re-read books, and if so, which ones does s/he read over and over? Where does s/he read? 

· Does s/he read the paper every morning? Which section does s/he read first? Which doesn't s/he read at all? What does s/he do with the paper when s/he's done with it (compost, trash, recycle, give to a neighbor, line the bird cage)? 

· What movies does s/he watch? Does s/he go to the theater or watch movies at home? Who's her favorite movie star and why? 

Fears and Dreams

· What did your character want to be when s/he grew up? Did s/he realize that dream? If not, why not? Does s/he regret that s/he never made it, or regret that s/he did? Does s/he still have a chance to get there if s/he didn't? 

· What nightmares does s/he have? When s/he wakes up screaming in the middle of the night, what does s/he see? 

· What makes her cry? Is it a perfect flower? A song that reminds her of something? The memory of her dead grandmother? Is it a happy, nostalgic thing or a deep, abiding grief? Does s/he cry a lot, or almost never? 

· What makes her laugh? How often does s/he laugh? Does s/he have laugh lines? Does s/he have a good sense of humor? Does s/he hide it or let it shine? 

· What does s/he wish s/he could do that s/he can't? Is there a talent s/he wishes s/he had? Is it something s/he doesn't have the money for? 

· How badly does s/he want it and what would s/he do to get it? 

· What is her secret dream? What one goal, ambition, or desire does s/he keep hidden from everyone? Is it small or large? Personal or global? Realistic or unrealistic? Is s/he actually trying to accomplish it (and how?), or does s/he consider it untenable? 

· What is her worst fear? What terrifies her? What does s/he dread? Is it something terribly personal, or a generic phobia? How did s/he acquire this fear? Is s/he ashamed of it? 

  

  

POSESSIONS: Pick 5 Possessions Minimum

Consider the props, costumes, and other items listed in the scene script, and pick five additional items that your character would have by the end of the play. Denote whether your character has each item in his or her possession at the time of the scene performed. Use the following questions to help you think of the most important possessions they own or want.

Possessions

· Does your character use a computer? Does s/he have a fast internet connection? Does s/he understand encryption and firewalls? What information does s/he keep on her computer? Is it the latest model with all the frills, or an old piece of junk that takes ten minutes to boot up? 

· Does s/he save money up or spend it like water? What is s/he saving toward and why? Is s/he anywhere close to being able to buy it? 

· Does s/he keep a journal? What sorts of things does s/he write in it? How often? Where does s/he keep it? What would s/he do if someone read it? 

· Does s/he have a calendar or address book? What's in it? How much does it reveal about her life? 

· Photo albums? Who does s/he keep pictures of, and does s/he show them to anyone? Are these pictures taken by someone else, or did s/he take them? 

· Jewelry? Inherited, received as a gift or bought? Worn or kept in a drawer? 

· What one item would s/he risk her life to protect and keep safe, if any? 

· What one item does s/he wish s/he didn't have, but feels s/he must keep anyway? Why? 

· How well-furnis/hed is her kitchen? A few rusted old pots and pans, or all the latest expensive kitchenware? Does s/he actually use it? 

· What does s/he have in her pockets right now? 

· Does s/he have any pets? What does s/he wear? What styles and colors is s/he partial to? What's her favorite piece of clothing, and why? 

· How many hours does s/he work? How much money does s/he make? 

· What does s/he own? 
· How wealthy is s/he?

PERSONALITY ADJECTIVES: Pick 10 Words Minimum

able 

active 

adventurous 

affectionate 

afraid 

alert 

ambitious 

angry 

annoyed 

anxious 

apologetic 

arrogant 

attentive 

average 

bland

blue 

bold 

bored 

bossy 

brainy 

brave 

bright 

brilliant 

busy 

calm 

careful 

careless 

cautious 

charming 

cheerful 

childish 

clever 

clumsy 

coarse 

comical

concerned 

confident 

confused 

considerate 

cooperative 

courageous 

cowardly 

creative 

cruel 

cultured

curious 

dangerous 

daring 

dark 

decisive 

demanding 

dependable 

depressed 

determined 

discouraged 

dishonest 

disorganized

disrespectful 

doubtful 

dull 

dutiful 

eager 

easygoing 

efficient 

embarrassed 

encouraging 

energetic 

evil 

excited 

expert 

fair 

faithful 

fearless 

fierce 

foolish 

forgetful

fortunate 

foul 

frank

fresh 

friendly 

frustrated 

funny 

generous

gentle 

giving 

glamorous 

gloomy 

graceful 

grateful 

greedy 

grouchy 

grumpy 

guilty 

happy 

harsh 

hateful 

healthy 

helpless

helpful 

honest 

hopeful 

hopeless 

humorous 

ignorant 

imaginative 

impatient 

impolite 

inconsiderate 

independent 

industrious 

innocent 

intelligent 

interesting 

intolerant

jealous 

kindly 

lazy 

leader 

lively 

lonely 

loud

loving 

loyal 

lucky 

mature 

mean 

messy 

miserable 

mysterious 

naughty 

nervous 

nice 

noisy 

obedient 

obnoxious 

old 

peaceful 

picky 

pleasant 

polite 

poor 

popular 

positive 

precise 

proper 

proud 

punctual

pushy

quick 

quiet 

rational 

reliable 

religious 

responsible 

restless 

rich 

rowdy 

rude 

sad 

safe 

satisfied 

scared 

secretive 

selfish 

serious 

sharp 

short 

shy 

silly 

skeptical

skillful 

sloppy

sly 

sneaky 

sorry 

spoiled 

stingy 

strange 

strict 

stubborn 

sweet 

talented 

tall 

thankful 

thoughtful 

thoughtless 

timid

tired 

tolerant 

touchy 

trusting 

trustworthy 

unfriendly 

ungrateful

unhappy 

upset 

useful 

warm 

weak 

wicked 

wise 

worried 

young
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