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4. Upton Sinclair Plans to End Poverty
in California, 1934

—

. .. The Legislature will create a public body to
establish and conduct land colonies. The act will
be known as the California Land Colonies Act,
and the body will be the California Authority for
Land (the CAL). It will be empowered to exercise
the right of eminent domain and condemn land
required for colony purposes. It will be
authorized to take over all land which has been
sold or may in future be sold for taxes, whether
by cities or by counties, and to retain this land
and put it to use. It will be authorized to bid for
land sold under foreclosure proceedings. It will
establish colonies, erect buildings, conduct all
business operations, and make regulations for the
governing of the colonies. It will be authorized to
open stores for its members, and conduct a
l_n_]_erchandising business.

The same principles apply to the acquiring of
factories and production plants. This act will be
the California Production Act, and the public body
the California Authority for Production (the CAP).
This body will be authorized to acquire factories
by condemnation proceedings, to purchase those
sold at foreclosure sales, and put these plants to
productive use; to purchase raw materials and sell
the finished products; to erect buildings, and
make regulations for the governing of the
factories; to open stores for its members and
conduct a merchandising business.

The act for the financing of these undertakings
will be known as the California Money Act, and
the public body will be the California Authority
for Money (the CAM): the three agencies for the
realizing of EPIC [End Poverty in California] thus
being the CAL, the CAP, and the CAM.

The CAM will be authorized to issue scrip for
the purposes of both CAL and CAP. These bodies
will pay scrip for services rendered, and for goods
purchased from one another, and for the handling
and distributing of goods. The CAM will also be
authorized to issue bonds to the amount of three
hundred million dollars to finance the operations
of CAL and CAP. These bonds will be sold
directly to the people without commissions to any
bankers, and CAM will establish an educational
department for the purpose of explaining the

value and importance of the bonds to the public.
The issues will be of denominations of from ten
dollars to one thousand, and of two kinds, long
term bonds and those redeemable upon thirty
days’ notice. The latter will constitute in effect a
state savings bank.

The remainder of the legislative program of
EPIC is as follows:

An act of the Legislature repealing the preser;
sales tax, and substituting a tax on stock transfers
at 4 cents per share.

An act of the Legislature providing for a State
income tax, beginning with incomes of $5000 and,
steeply graduated until incomes of $50,000 pay]
30% tax.

An increase in the State inheritance tax, steeply]
graduated and applying to all properties in the
State regardless of where the owner may reside,|
This law will take for the State 50% of all money]
above $50,000 bequeathed to an individual and]
50% of all money above $250,000 bequeathed &)
an individual.

A law increasing taxes on privately owned
public utility corporations and banks.

=

A constitutional amendment revising the tax
code of the State and providing that cities and
counties shall exempt from taxation all homes
occupied by the owners, and ranches cultivated
by the owners, when the assessed value of such
homes and ranches is less than $3000.
Assessments between $3000 and $5000 will pay a
normal tax, as at present, and above $5000 there
will be an increase of one-half of one per cent for
each $5000 of additional assessed valuation.
Similar provisions will be made for graduated
taxes upon all other real property.

A constitutional amendment providing for a
graduated land tax upon all unimproved building
land and all agricultural land which is not under
cultivation. The enabling act providing for this tax
will contain exact and careful provisions to avoid
evasion. The law will specify what constitutes
cultivation, and will provide that crops must not
merely be planted but must be harvested and
used or sold. Improvements must bear a certain
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sites.-A valuable city, Jot, will. not be considered to
be 1mproved becatise a ‘shack is hurnedly erected
upon, it, nor will thousands of acres..of land. be
kept; out_ of: productlve use “because a mﬂhon-’
dollar. palace: occupies: a smallspart. Ind1v1dual
holdingsassessed: at less than $10007 w1ll be -

exempted

" A law, providing for the payment of a pension
of $50 per 'month to every person over sixty years
of age who is in need; and who has lived in the
State.of -California three years prior to the date of

Depression and:the:New: Deal; 1930-1940 ’ : ’ = 125

the coming into effect of the law.

“'also; having been residents of the State for three

[R—

A: law. providing: for the payment of $50 per .’

i }nonth to all’ needy persons who are blind, or

whé by medical examination are proved: to be
physically unable to. eamn. a living; these persons .
years:.. . -
A pension.of $50 -per month to all w1dowedj
worien, who. have dependent children; if the

-children’are more than two in number the

pension: to. be increased: by.$25 per month, for
each. additional child. These to have been
residents for three years. .
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