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Pride and Prejudice

Elizabeth Takes a Closer Look at Her Family

Directions:  Elizabeth had had time to reconsider the contents of Darcy’s letter.  Thinking of what he said of her family, she is forced to acknowledge their “unhappy defects” which she sees as “hopeless of remedy.”  Answer in complete sentences.

1. According to Elizabeth, what are her father’s faults?  



































2. According to Elizabeth, what are her mother’s faults?  



































3. Elizabeth fears her parents’ behavior will have a negative effect on Lydia.
What does Elizabeth fear will happen to Lydia if Mr. and Mrs. Bennet allow her to go to Brighton?  





























Why does Mrs. Bennet allow Lydia to go?  



















































4. From what you know of Elizabeth’s character at this point, can you trust her judgment? Explain.   





























5. Since Mr. and Mrs. Bennet are so different, what prompted their marriage?  


















6. Although Elizabeth had “never been blind” to her father’s faults as a husband, she had “endeavored to forget what she could not overlook.”  Why, now, does she feel so strongly the reality of his faults and “the disadvantages which must attend the children of so unsuitable a marriage.”?  














































7. What do the answers to these questions tell you about the reasons for some unwise marriages?  






























8. What do the answers to these questions tell you about the influence of parents on children?  






























9. Is Jane Austen’s portrayal of these two issues still true to life today? Explain.   
































