
Age of Religion 
and Reform

1790-1860



American Faith
• 1850: 3/4 of  all Americans still attend church

• Enlightenment had made a large dent in religiosity

• Deism: Belief  in a creator, but not Christianity

• Spread of  Unitarianism

• Rejection of  angry Calvinist God

• Salvation through Good Works



Second Great 
Awakening

• Massive rejection of  Enlightenment liberalism

• Age of  revivalism and spiritual fervor

• New religious sects spring up 



2nd Great Awakening



2nd Great Awakening



Second Great 
Awakening

• Sectional splits among religions

• Class warfare

• Northern religions stay mostly the same

• Southern religions break away

• Southern Baptists, Southern Methodists, etc.



Mormons

• 1830: Joseph Smith founds 
Church of  Jesus Christ of  
Latter-Day Saints (LDS)

• Hostility against LDS in 
OH, MO, IL

• Smith murdered, Brigham 
Young leads Mormons to 
Utah



Brigham Young





Educational Reform

• Great desire for universal education

• Cornerstone of  democracy

• Horace Mann, Noah Webster

• State Universities in the South

• UNC, UVA



Societal Reform

• Religion leads many to work for change

• Prisons, temperance, mental illness, education

• Much reform pushed by women



Dorothea Dix

• Worked to help mentally ill

• Traveled around the U.S.

• Reformed asylums



Temperance



Temperance

• Hard living, hard work, hard drinking

• Drunkenness rampant in U.S.

• Work accidents

• Bad home life

• Push to reduce/eliminate alcohol







Women

• “Cult of  Domesticity”

• Women as homemakers

• New fighters for equality

• Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Lucretia Mott

• Susan B. Anthony









Seneca Falls (1848)

• First great “Women’s Rights” 
convention

• Launch of  equality movement


