
The Long Seventies
1968-1980



Election of 1968
❖ LBJ elects not to run

❖ Robert F. Kennedy becomes Dem frontrunner

❖ Assassinated by Sirhan Sirhan in Los Angeles

❖ George Wallace runs in pro-segregation 3rd party 

❖ Richard Nixon defeats VP Hubert Humphrey







Humphrey, Nixon, and Wallace



Election of 1968





Leaving Vietnam
❖ Nixon calls for “Peace with Honor”

❖ Leave fighting to S. Vietnamese Army

❖ Secret bombings in Cambodia

❖ Bombs the NVA into peace talks (Paris)

❖ 1973



Peace

❖ U.S. withdraws from Vietnam 

❖ 58,000 dead Americans

❖ 3 million dead Vietnamese

❖ Saigon falls to communist North Vietnam (1975)







Détente
❖ Relaxation of tensions with Russia and China

❖ Nixon travels to communist China

❖ Recognizes country

❖ Exploits split between China and USSR

❖ Signs Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty (SALT I)

❖ Missile reduction



Achievements

❖ Diplomacy with China

❖ Pulls U.S. out of Vietnam

❖ Guided U.S. out of recession

❖ Pulled us off the gold standard

❖ Won 49 states in 1972



Election of 1972





Downfall of Nixon

❖ Nixon is petty, vindictive, paranoid

❖ Kept “Enemies List”

❖ Used Executive Privilege to maintain secrecy

❖ Used groups of advisors to gather intel on enemies



G. Gordon Liddy & E. Howard Hunt
“The Plumbers”



Watergate

❖ Plumbers break into D.C. hotel (The Watergate)

❖ Caught

❖ Woodward and Bernstein investigate for Washington Post

❖ Burglary done by CREEP (Nixon reelection org)



Watergate

❖ Nixon was taping meeting in Oval Office

❖ Congress demands tapes

❖ Nixon claims Executive Privilege (“I am not a crook”)

❖ Nixon about to be impeached (obstruction of justice)

❖ Resigns, (Aug 9th, 1974)





Gerald Ford



Ford

❖ Pardons Nixon (no charges)

❖ Unpopular decision

❖ Watches Saigon fall (’75)

❖ Can’t get U.S. out of another recession





Election of 1976

❖ Ford holds off Ronald Reagan in GOP primary

❖ Dems run Jimmy Carter

❖ Honest, quiet “Outsider”

❖ Carter pulls out narrow victory





Reagan and Ford



Election of 1976



Jimmy Carter
❖ Negotiates peace between Egypt and Israel

❖ Camp David Accords

❖ Gave Panama Canal to Panama

❖ Islamic revolutionaries overthrow Shah in Iran (1979)

❖ Ayatollah Khomeni

❖ Take 52 Americans hostage for 444 days



Camp David Accords



Ayatollah Khomeni



American Hostage


