Independent Reading Project
Exploring a Dominant Motif

For this project, you will analyze and put together a creative interpretation of the novel you are reading independently.  It will include written and graphically depicted symbols and metaphors, a thesis/claim statement exploring the meaning you find in the work, and an original poem.  Listed below are the components of the project.  You may choose to present your work on a large piece of construction paper, as a three-dimensional design, or a Powerpoint program.  As a part of your design, be sure to include the title and author of the work.

Determining a Motif

A motif is a recurrent word, phrase, situation, object or ides, and the repetition of specific motifs in a work of literature contributes to the development of the meaning of the work as a whole.  To determine a significant motif operating in your selected work, first consider what symbols, images or themes are dominant.  As a warm-up exercise and review of the works we have studied as a class this semester, take a few minutes and determine a dominant motif for each of the works listed below:
A central motif in Old School, by Tobias Woolf,  is ________________ because it relates to __________________________and connects to the theme that _________________________________________________________.

In Sophocles' play Oedipus, _______________________ is a dominant object or idea that develops the theme that ____________________________________________.

In Shakespeare's Hamlet,  _________________________ is a primary symbol that represents Hamlet's _________________   and develops the theme that ________________________________________________________________.

In Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead, by Tom Stoppard, _______________________ is a recurrent word, phrase, situation, object or idea that develops the theme that _____________________________________.

The motif that you identify for your novel will be the central organizer for your project.  It may be represented by a combination of graphics and words, or solely by a graphic design.

Evidence

Five carefully selected pieces of specific textual evidence related to your motif and thesis/claim must be included.  Include a brief explanation of the context of each passage to anchor it, the full text of each passage (in correct MLA format), an explanation of its meaning in relation to the events/characters in the work and your motif and thesis.  Be sure to cite page numbers, and include a bibliographic citation somewhere on your project.
Conclusions

Once your have completed the above work, craft a thesis that makes a decisive claim regarding the meaning you find in the work.  Your thesis should be related to the motif and theme you have examined, and selected textual evidence must clearly support your assertion.  In other words, the connection between your thesis and the events, characters and themes in the work must be clear.  While developing your thesis, remember to avoid truisms and apply to "So what?" question.

Original Poem

After determining a motif, selecting and analyzing textual evidence, and writing a universalized thesis, write an original poem that details the function of the motif in the work.  Poems may be written as extended metaphors, or in another form.  Be sure that the poem clearly delineates the role of the motif in the work and its connection to the characters, events and specific theme that your thesis focuses on.

Due Dates

One-page written explanation of motif and its connection to the work:  
Project due date:  

Project presentations:
Project Evaluation: Exploring a Motif

1. A motif is clearly identified in the project design and is discussed in the context of the development of a specific theme in the work (20%):
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2. Five piece of carefully selected textual evidence are anchored, cited and explained in relation to the motif and theme.  Page numbers, a bibliographic citation and the title/author appear on the project (20%):
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3. A meaningful, universalized claim that is related to identified motif, theme and textual evidence is included (20%):
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4. An original poem that describes the function of selected motif in the work is included.  Poem clearly explains and explores the role of the motif in the work, its connections to the characters and events in the work, and the relationship between the motif and specific theme that the thesis focuses on (20%):
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5. Overall project organization and design reflect thoughtful attention to detail and effective integration of literary analysis and graphic/symbolic representation (10%):
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6. Presenter is well-prepared, gives audience a clear sense of the meaning he/she finds in the work, and thoroughly answers all questions (10%):
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