Quoting Poetry MLA Style


Quoting 1-3 lines: 
	Hughes directly compares poetry writing to the digging his ancestors did: "Between my finger and my thumb / The squat pen rests. / I'll dig with it" (line 29-31). 


Quoting 4+ lines: Block Indent
	The author, David Bottoms, is wise to the fact that men often use sports to communicate their feelings. The persona of the poem, however, takes years to realize his father's message. Once he realizes the importance of sports to their relationship, he sends a message back to his father:

          and I never learned what you  were laying down.
          Like a hand brushed across the bill of a cap,
          let this be the sign
          I'm getting a grip on the sacrifice. (line 20-23)


 If you skip words from the middle of a line, use ellipsis: 
	As a boy, the persona visited his grandfather in the fields: "Once I carried him milk. . . . / He straightened up / To drink it" (line 19-21). 


If you remove 1+ full line(s), use a line of ellipses:
	The persona in Hayden's poem would wake to hear the fire his father started before dawn: 

Sundays too my father got up early
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
I'd wake and hear the cold splintering, breaking.
When the rooms were warm, he'd call,
and slowly I would rise and dress. (line 1, 6-8)


