
Metaphysical Poetry Essay 
Outline and Rubric
· Title (3 points)___________________________________________________________
· Something original and creative that connects thematically to your topic/thesis; avoid question marks (?) and exclamation points (!)
· Correctly punctuated—no underlining, first and last words and all main words, apart from articles (the, a, an) and prepositions (in, at, etc.) capitalized

· Introduction (10 points)






____________
· Hook—a statement that engages your reader and sets the tone for the essay; like your title this statement should connect thematically to your topic/thesis
· Transition from hook to topic of essay
· The title of the work(s) you will be discussing, correctly punctuated, and the full name of the poet

· Background and context that builds in a logical sequence toward your argument
· A clear, strong thesis statement—an argument/opinion expressing some larger idea about the work in question—generally theses are thematic in nature, connecting your topic to a larger message about human nature or life

· Body (30 points)



____________________________________
· Clear analytical topic sentences that directly support thesis statement and clearly identify the focus for the paragraph
· Ample textual support woven in with commentary; evidence that directly supports argument and that is correctly cited and blended
· Commentary that represents higher-level thinking—analysis, synthesis and evaluation
· Logical sequence of argument, textual support and analysis

· Conclusion (10 points)






____________
· Summary of what you have argued in your paper
· Extension of ideas of the paper into larger, more universal themes
· Wrap-up, satisfying closure—connection back to title, hook, etc. 




· Conventions (2 points)






____________
· Avoid the use of “you,” and “I” entirely; use “one” sparingly
· Present tense used 
· Style (5 points)___________________________________________________________
· MLA format used
· Attention to spelling, punctuation, grammar, and mechanics
· Variety in expressions, vocabulary, transitions, and sentence construction
Total: ____________ /50

