Westerberg, English 5-6 H

DEATH OF A SALESMAN

“Tragedy and the Common Man” Socratic Seminar
If you are not a part of Monday’s inner circle, or are not sure, type responses to the following questions. If you are a part of the inner circle, preview these questions to help you understand the article better, but do not bother typing responses. Instead, write seven questions about the play (consider elements you found confusing, relationships/differences between characters, concepts of success and failure, thematic ideas, theatrical techniques, and symbols) and five questions about how the article relates to the play.
1.  According to Miller, how is “the tragic feeling” evoked?  What does this idea mean to you?

2.  According to Miller, what is a tragic flaw, and how is a tragic flaw revealed?

3.  Again, according to Miller, how does a tragedy bring forth feelings of fear or “terror” in its audience?

4.  Miller states that today fear is greater among common people more than ever.  Why is this so?

5.  Miller writes, “in (the common man’s) attempt to (evaluate himself justly), his destruction posits a wrong or an evil in (his) environment.”  This evil or wrong is what generates fear.  What is the “wrong” in Willy’s environment that he struggles against and that exposes his tragic flaw?

6.  What does Miller mean when he writes, “our lack of tragedy may be partially accounted for by the turn which modern literature has taken towards the purely psychiatric view of life, or the purely sociological”?  Do you agree with this idea?
7.  Miler refutes the idea that tragedy is pessimistic.  How does Death of a Salesman imply optimism?

8.  Does the play contain an even balance—as Miller says a tragedy must—between what is possible in the world and what is impossible?

10. Will this play still be relevant in a hundred years?

11. Do you fear the forces that prevent Willy Loman from achieving his goal?

12.  If you were to actively confront a force, something in “the scheme of things that degrades (you),” that was a “challenge to your dignity,” what would it be?  Would the battle be possible or impossible?
