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The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Study Guide, Chapters 1 - 7

Chapter 1
1. Describe the setting of the novel (physical, time).

2. How did Huck end up living with the Widow Douglas?

3. Who is the narrator of the book?

4. What other book does Huck say he appeared in?

5. At the end of Tom’s book Tom and Huck had found $6,000.  What happened to that money?

6. Huck mentions that the Widow and Miss Watson ‘mumble’ over the food.  What is really happening at the dinner table at these times?

7. Huck is extremely literal – in other words, he accepts words and ideas at face value and does not see beyond, as we, the readers, do.  Clearly Twain expects us to read carefully so that we do understand and evaluate what really happened.  Find another example from this chapter where Huck does not understand or ‘get’ what has happened, but we do (as the reader).

8. Huck does not apparently see any advantage in going where Miss Watson is ‘going.’  Why?

9. What is there about Miss Watson that Huck dislikes?

10. What does Twain seem to be saying about the Widow Douglas and Miss Watson?

11. Huck accidentally kills a spider.  What do we learn about Huck through this incident?

12. Does Huck judge (actually condemn, directly criticize) any of the women or characters we have met so far in this chapter?  Explain.

Chapter 2
13. What does Huck’s ‘itching’ seem to indicate?

14. Tom Sawyer lays five cents on the table when he and Huck take three candles.  What does this tell us about Tom?

15. Tom suggests they tie Jim to a tree:  Huck says no.  However, Tom hangs Jim’s hat on the tree so that when he wakes up he will be frightened.  What does this tell us about Tom?  About Huck?

16. Why does Jim love to tell the tale about the witches?

17. What conditions are laid down to become a member of the young boys’ band?

18. What problem does Huck encounter with these ‘rules’?  How is this problem resolved?
19. What does the discussion about ‘ransom’ show us about Tom?
20. Twain is trying to tell us something about this society through the pranks the boys play.  What is it?   (Think hard about this!!)

21. Of the two boys, Tom and Huck, which boy more nearly conforms to (accepts and follows) the rules of society?  Explain.

22. The robber gang incident is not an important part of the plot.  Why did Twain include this chapter about the gang?

23. What are the differences between Tom’s schemes and plans and those of Huck’s?

Chapter 3
24. Reread the first two paragraphs.  Twain is making more amusing remarks about attitudes in society.  List three of them:

25. What shows Huck as a somewhat naïve and gullible little boy?

26. Give some line or example from this chapter that shows that Huck has a poor self-concept or a low opinion of his abilities and intelligence.

27. We see that Huck does not give himself enough ‘credit.’  He may be literal-minded, but he is not stupid!  Give an example from this chapter that shows Huck as intelligent or astute (sharp).

Chapter 4
28. Is Huck superstitious?  Prove your answer with an example.

29. What mark in the snow does Huck see that worries him?

30. Why does Huck offer to give all his money to Judge Thatcher?

31.
Huck has told us how ‘low-down and onery’ he is in the eyes of God, yet he is unwilling to do what, which is considered a sin.

31. Huck consults Jim.  Why?

32. When Huck returns to his room that night, he finds what?

Chapter 5

33.
Pap is furious with Huck.  Why?  What is he most angry about?

34.
Why has Huck’s father come to town?

35.
What does his father get from Huck?  What does he do with it?

36.
What does Pap do the next day?

37.
What attitude does the new judge take concerning Huck’s father?

38.
What were the results of the new judge’s ‘experiment’?

Chapter 6 and 7

39.
During most of Chapters 6 and 7, where is Huck?

40.
What does Huck begin to like about the new arrangement?  List them all.

41.
What does Huck dislike?  What happens to Huck when his Pap drinks?  List them all.

42.
Pap makes a tirade against the government.  What does this tell us?

43.
How does Pap rate himself in the social order?

44.
According to this chapter, can a Negro be re-enslaved?  Read carefully!

45.
What does Huck find on the river that he keeps from Pap?

46.
Summarize the details of Huck’s clever escape:

47.
Huck wishes that Tom were there to help him in his plan to escape.  Would Tom have helped or hindered Huck?  Explain your answer.

48.
What is Twain trying to tell us about society through the experiences of Huck with his father?

