

THE-3 PLAY REVIEW FORMAT

Extra credit assignment

Write a 1 to 1 ½ typed pages to receive a possible 40-50 extra credit points.  Go see the Fall play and pretend your audience is other students who are trying to decide if the play is worth seeing.  

  
Part of your responsibility as an observer/participant is to be willing to keep an open mind.  It is not necessary for you to agree with or approve of what you are hearing or seeing.  In fact, once the show is over you may find you reject all of it.  However, during the performance you should try to suspend judgment and experience the play. BE SURE TO READ AND KEEP THE PROGRAM.  

The strength of your paper depends on your ability to articulate and support your impressions of the live theatre event.  These are the specific things I will be looking for in your papers:

1. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON THE PLAY

a. Title

b. Author

c. When you saw it

d. Where you saw it

e. Director’s name and designers, if available

f. Background on the play or theatre where you saw it, if available

2. THE ACTUAL PRODUCTION YOU SAW: Use SPECIFIC EXAMPLES from the play to support your responses to the following:

a. Describe the play’s central conflict, or (briefly) the plot

b. Identify the main character(s) and the actors who played them

c. Discuss the performance of 2 actors.  What was effective or ineffective?

d. Describe at least one design element (setting, costumes, light, sound)

e. If the play is a musical, describe the music and how it affected the play

f. Discuss the reaction of other audience members. Were they involved?  Did they lose interest?  Did they laugh, gasp, or react emotionally to anything on stage?

3. WOULD YOU RECOMMEND THIS PLAY TO OTHERS?  WHY OR WHY NOT?

a. Did you receive a message from the event?

b. What was your overall impression of the success of this event?  Did it achieve what it set out to do?

c. Feel free to include any other info that might help another student decide whether or not to attend this event (cost, relevance to current events, educational value, etc)

        4.  MECHANICS & WRITING

Play titles should be underlined or italicized.  NO COVER PAGES.  Put your name and period number in the upper right hand corner.  Staple pages together.  Please attach ticket stub to your paper.

a. Does your response provide all the information?

b. Do you support your views with examples from the production?

c. Do you use academic language and vocabulary?

d. Can your readers follow a logical progression?

e. Do mechanical errors confuse your readers or erode your credibility?
Courtesy of: http://faculty.rcc.edu/stephens/files/theatre%2032/THE-3%20Play%20review%20Format.doc
