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Expository – from the Latin root expose meaning to reveal, exhibit or display

In expository writing, the author sets forth ideas or facts.

Six Types of Expository Writing –

· Process/Explanation – uses step-by-step organization to explain how something happens, works, or is done.  (How does the body process food?)
· Cause and Effect – identifies cause and effect, examines the relationship (What causes sunspots?)
· Comparison and Contrast – similarities and differences, draws conclusions (Compare jazz and rap)
· Definition – explains a term or concept by listing/examining qualities or characteristics (What was the Harlem Renaissance?)
· Classification – organizes subjects into categories and examines the qualities of those categories (How would you characterize the writing of Stephen King?)
· Problem and Solution – examines a problem and looks for a solution (How can we get more people to vote?)
Key Strategy (  HOW TO PREREAD AN EXPOSITORY TEXT

1. Read the title

2. Read the author’s name and any background information about the author.

3. Read the publication source.

4. Read the introduction of the first paragraph.

5. Read each boldface subheading.

6. Read the topic sentence of each paragraph.

7. Look over any boldface or italic print.

8. Look over any other visual aids such as photographs, graphs, maps, etc.

9. Read the last paragraph.

10. Read quickly any end-of-the text material such as footnotes, vocabulary or questions.

Gathering Literal and Inferred Information

Key Terms:

· Literal – information in a text clearly stated in the words of the author

· Inference – something you believe is most likely true based on evidence from the text

· Speculation – a belief, not supported by information or facts from the text

Even deeper…

· Literal info is clearly in the words written by the author.  He or she said it and wrote it.

· Inferred info is implied and must be thought of like “what do these words mean?”.  No one is clearly stating it but there is evidence to support your thoughts.

· Speculation is more about what your views, beliefs, or prior knowledge as the reader.  Kind of what you bring to the table.  

EXAMPLES:

Of the three girls only Kelly could reach the jar where their mother kept the cookies.

	LITERAL

the words these things say
	3 girls 

	only Kelly can reach the jar,
	the mother keeps the cookies in the jar


	

	INFERENCE

uses evidence from the words
	One of the girls is called Kelly and the girls are sisters


	Kelly has a way to get the cookies that the others don’t have
	The jar is difficult for some to reach
	They have the same mother

	SPECULATION

might be true from these words
	Mother wants to keep the cookies away


	Kelly is the oldest, is taller and has longer arms
	Kelly likes the cookies more than the others
	The jar is in the back of the cupboard


Teen curfews make malls more enjoyable and safer for everyone.
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