To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee                                                                 
Cornell Notes for Chapter 12
Scout and Jem spend time in a different world: First Purchase African M.E. Church


1. What does the word “segregation” mean?

2. What are the Quarters?


3. Why do the children go with Calpurnia to her church?


4. Why does Lulu think that Jem and Scout have no right to be at First Purchase?



5. Why does the Reverend Sykes welcome the children so openheartedly?




6. At First Purchase, there are no hymn books. Instead the congregation sings hymns by “linin’.” Why?

7. Who taught Calpurnia to read?










8. Why isn’t Helen Robinson able to get any work so that she can support her children? (Where is the father?)

9. Scout notices that Calpurnia speaks one way at the Finch house and a different way at First Purchase. Scout asks, “’why do you talk nigger-talk to the—to your folks when you know it’s not right’” (167).

What word was Scout going to use but stopped herself?
What does Calpurnia try and explain?
Why does this idea matter so much?

Reflection: The trial will be starting soon. Aunt Alexandra has decided to come from Finch’s Landing to Maycomb to supervise her brother’s children. Remember, Francis told Scout on Christmas that “’Grandma says its bad enough he lets you all run wild, but now he’s turned out a nigger-lover we will never be able to walk the streets of Maycomb agin. He’s ruinin’ the family…’” (11). Do you think that Scout will enjoy having Aunt Alexandra visit? Why or why not? 




And Calpurnia taught her son Zeebo to read from Blackstone’s The Commentaries on the Laws of England, an influential 18th-century treatise on the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_law" �common law� of � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England" �England� by Sir � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Blackstone" �William Blackstone�, originally published by the � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarendon_Press" \o "Clarendon Press" �Clarendon Press� at � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford" �Oxford�, 1765-1769. The work is divided into four volumes, on the rights of persons, the rights of things, of private wrongs and of public wrongs. So Calpurnia is well-schooled in human rights and civil rights.
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