Totalitarianism – create your state

California is in trouble! The economy has collapsed. We tried to start a war with Arizona to get more land and were defeated. We are being forced to pay for the damages we caused during the war and have no way of doing so. Our leadership is weak and our system of government is failing. We need a spark! We need a new leader that can get us out of this mess and return our state to its rightful position as the best state in the country. How can we accomplish this? Maybe a totalitarian dictatorship is the answer:

Task: You will create a fictitious Fascist/Totalitarian state. 

· Each group (1-3) will elect one Dictator who will delegate responsibility. Give the dictator a cool name and a phrase that your followers will chant to show their loyalty (i.e., “The Furher”or “Il Duce”) ___/1
· Students in each group will be responsible for creating:

· A piece of propaganda (i.e. flyer, bumper sticker, newsletter, etc.)___/4
· An outline of school structure (5 core classes – an example of what will be taught & 5 extra school courses offered)___/5
· A secret police or visible enforcers (give police a name and describe their tactics. You may even want to make up a job application describing the qualifications to be in the squad) ___/3
· A symbol that represents this Fascist state (as in the swastika for the Nazi party) ___/1
· A flag design and written explanation of how each color/object represents the goals of your state ___/5
· A list of which aspects of life will be censored. Why and How? (i.e. music, television, radio, dress, etc.) ___/2
· A list of acceptable employment opportunities for students after they graduate high school/college and housing accommodations ___/5
· Total ___/26
Type or neatly write in pen. Collate and staple together all documents.
Once the group has completed their fascist state they will present it to the class. After all of the groups have presented their state, the class will vote on whose state would be the most successful at accomplishing their goal of total control or Totalitarianism.

All groups are encouraged to be creative. Please use you imaginations and let your artistic side flourish. Use what you’ve learned from class and any additional resources (text book, internet). Also, please be respectful and use your best judgment when making the propaganda posters as to not purposefully offend any individual or group. 






