Quotes:  Women in the Reformation:  DID THE MAJOR
REFORMERS VIEW THEIR ROLES AND STATUS IN A NEW WAY?

Erasmus:  “the distaff and spindle are in truth the tools of all women and suitable for avoiding idleness….Even people of wealth and birth train their daughters to weave tapestries or silken cloths…. it would be better if they taught them to study, for study busies the whole soul…. the best precepts upon a girl’s mind and of leading her to virtue.”





*****
Luther: “now let us discuss matter of impotence. Consider the following case: A woman, wed to an impotent man, is unable to prove her husband’s impotence in court, or perhaps she is unwilling to do so with the mass of evidence and all the notoriety which the law demands; yet she is desirous of having children or unable to remain continent…. the man’s impotence impedes the marriage; and the tyranny of the laws permits no divorce. But the woman is free through the divine law, and cannot compelled to remain continent. Therefore, the man ought to concede her right, and give up to somebody else the wife who is his only in outward appearance. 


… if the man will not give his consent… I would counsel her to contract a marriage and flee with another to a distant unknown place…. The wife alienates her inheritance, but the husband has deceived his wife and is defrauding her completely of her body and her life.”






*****
Luther: “Men have broad shoulders and narrow hips, and accordingly they possess intelligence. Women have narrow shoulders and broad hips. Women ought to stay at home; the way they were created indicates this, for they have broad hips and a wide fundament to site upon, keep house, and bear and raise children.”


“Marriage consists of three things: the natural desire of sex, the bringing to life offspring, and life together with mutual fidelity.”






*****
Calvin: “Man was not created to live in solitude but to have a companions somewhat like himself…. all companionship out side of marriage between a man and a woman is damned and…. marriage has been given to us in order to bridle out lust… Married couples are thereby warned and commanded not to pollute the relationship with unbridled and self-indulgent lust…. Married couples should not think that all things are permitted to them. Let every man go soberly to his wife and every woman soberly to her husband, and let them behave in such a way as to do nothing against the sanctity of marriage.”

Calvin: “It is a mockery to allow women to baptize. Even the Virgin Mary was not allowed this.”






*****
Martin Bucer (a Dominican monk who supported Luther): “For the Holy Spirit ways that there is neither male or female in Christ. In all things that pertain to salvation one should have as much regard for woman as for man. For though she is bound to keep her place, to put herself under the authority of her husband, just as the church does in relation to Christ, yet her subjection does not cancel the right of an honest women, in accordance with the laws of God, to have recourse to and demand, by legitimate means, deliverance from a husband who hates her… A wife is not so subject to her husband that she is bound to suffer anything he may impose upon her.”
